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CLC CANADA GENERAL COUNCIL 2008

National President: Kati Gumbmann (resigned) Atlantic Regional Rep.: John Sumarah
Acting National President: Ruth Chipman Central Regional Rep.: Mary Balfe

National Ecclesial Assistant: Fr. Charles Pottie-Pâté, SJ Prairies Regional Rep.: Sharon Baker
National Executive Assistant: Marilynn Heaton Rockies Regional Rep.: Don Mattern

Greetings to you all from Acting President, Ruth Chipman,

Warm spring greetings from the prairies. The snow is gone and we are surrounded by new life. Along with
John Sumarah, Mary Balfe, Sharon Baker, Don Mattern and Marilynn Heaton I want to extend to you all the
peace and joy of the Risen Christ and the ongoing gift of the Holy Spirit given to the world and the Church at
Pentecost.

This Easter season was accompanied by change and challenge for CLC Canada. Kati Gumbmann’s
resignation as President of CLC Canada was and is painful for all who worked closely with her. The
experience also brings with it the grace to trust that in God alone all things are made right. We wish Kati
peace and joy as she leaves us and follows her unique call to serve Christ and we are deeply grateful for her
work over the years.

As Christian Life Community we are called to be on mission with Christ in the world today. The Nairobi tools -
discerning, sending, supporting, evaluating - have, hopefully, strengthened our capacity to be effective on
mission. Each tool, with use, has enriched all aspects of our way of life and given us a common language to
support each other in our many and varied apostolates. These tools empower us as a discerning apostolic
body and concretize the possibility of collaborative projects and common mission.

We are deepening the awareness that within CLC we are all leaders, interconnected and interdependent. Our
effectiveness as leaders depends on the full commitment and participation of each member. Many members
have now participated in the Leadership Formation Workshops facilitated by Gilles Michaud and Lois
Campbell and we are very grateful for their work. Each one of us is challenged to intentionally integrate and
further develop these gifts.

CLC Canada’s World Assembly delegates; Mary Balfe, Ruth Chipman, Fr. Charles Pottie Pâté, Peter
Chouinard (alternate) are preparing for Fatima. General Council has compiled a document, Towards Fatima,
for review and reflection. Each community is invited and encouraged to add their voice to the World Assembly
conversation. Regional representatives will be sending each community group guide a tool to collect input.
Please visit the World Assembly web site at http://www.fatima2008.org

Our preparation for Fatima also lights the way to our National Assembly at beautiful Loyola House in Guelph,
Ontario, April 23-26, 2009. A National Assembly Organizing Committee has been formed and mandated and
they are already hard at work on our behalf. Communities are urged to discern who will be sent and supported
as a National Assembly delegate. We all need to be mindful that rising oil prices will affect Assembly costs.

We are especially grateful at this time for John Sumarah whose term as Atlantic Regional Representative
comes to an end this fall. John’s deep faith, many capacities and generosity has been instrumental in
supporting the work of general council. Thank you so very much John.

Geraldine Tingley completes her term as web master for the national web site this fall. Geraldine embraced
new technology and guided CLC Canada into the new communication frontier of the World Wide Web. Both
Kati Gumbmann and Maria Brown supported Geraldine in this mission and we are also very grateful for their
efforts.

Thank you Fr. Charles, Marilynn Heaton, General Council for your fidelity, compassion and hard work.

Together we are, one body, on mission with Christ,

Ruth Chipman,
CLC Canada, Acting President



A MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL CLC ECCLESIAL ASSISTANT
Father Charles Pottie-Pâté, SJ

Dear friends and members of CLC Canada,
As we continue to celebrate the great

and life-giving event of the Resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, St. Ignatius tells us in the
Spiritual Exercises that we are to see him as
“the One consoling his friends”, after the
experience of seeing Him die so shamefully
on the cross. He assures them, and us, that
He is still with us and wants us to be
witnesses to His presence in all the
dimensions of our human living. Nothing
human, not even death, is foreign to Christ
who has been raised from the dead and lives
forever. He has risen and is still with us!
He wants to send us forth, with the power
of the Holy Spirit , just as He had been
sent by the Father.

In our recent Day of Prayer in preparation
for the World Assembly in Fatima in August, following the suggestions of Project 137, the
CLC groups in Winnipeg met to contemplate, the life of the early church, (the Acts of the
Apostles), as a mirror of Christ’s own mission. We discovered in these texts the power of the
Risen Christ at work inviting us to become apostolic communities, witnessing to the presence
of the Risen Christ in our world.

The Leadership Formation Encounter weekends in the Atlantic and Central Region, and now
here in the West, are another sign of this breath of the Risen Christ impelling us to journey
more as an apostolic body in our local, regional, national and worldwide CLC. And each region
could add other signs of the Risen Christ at work in our lives.

Let us take heart in his life-giving presence, as we try to respond ever more faithfully to the
call of our common mission in the church and in the world. Please pray for the delegates as we
prepare for the World Assembly this coming August.

The peace and joy of Christ Risen be with you all.

Your brother in Christ

Charles (Pottie-Pâté), sj
National Ecclesial Assistant
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CHRIST IS RISEN. ALLELUIA. HE IS RISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA
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News from Atlantic Region

The Work Ahead

The Atlantic Regional Council and its Exco have been very busy this winter and spring as they
work their way through the list of needs identified at the Regional Assembly last summer.

to develop an appropriate regional mission for CLC Atlantic.
to continue work on Guide Formation and be conscious of the link for continuity to the

Leadership Formation activities this fall.
to rotate the venue for Regional Council meetings to ensure more participation.
to be more intentional, using the fundamental tools and processes for local CLC formation.
to keep an updated document on the history of CLC in the region.
to be more aware of the CLC resources (World and National) available to local CLC

communities.
to be more deliberate in sending and sharing of information from region to local CLC

communities via Contact Person.
to recognize the ecumenical Christian realities of some of our CLC communities.
to develop a regional process to communicate concerns to the next World Assembly.

Activities and Events

The fruit of the Leadership and Formation Encounter Weekend continues to unfold for those
who attended this event. All three provinces have benefited from this workshop. Members
from all three provinces were able to meet with World EA Fr. Antonio Brito who left us all
with a greater understanding of CLC. We are grateful for the joyous gift of having him in
Canada for a visit. Several CLC members attended the AASEA (Atlantic Association of
Spiritual Exercises) conference on leadership with Fr. Earl Smith sj and Fr. George Leach sj.
CLC retreats in the Region are being planned for this summer. The process of electing a new
Regional Representative is well underway. Nominees have notified the outgoing rep about
forwarding their names to the General Council. The Region is expanding with a couple of new
groups in formation.

UPCOMING EVENTS

♦August 12-21, 2008—World Assembly, Fatima, Portugal
♦April 23-26, 2009—National Assembly, Loyola House, Guelph, ON



Sorrow and Joy

Sorrow and joy
inextricably linked,

but oh, if the sorrow leads to joy,
then let there be sorrow,
for the joy overshadows
as love overshadows pain.

Emptying ourselves so completely,
surrendering ourselves so fully,
therein, lies the resurrection.

Joy has room to live.
He now lives in me,

he is the joy, he is the life.

Appearing first to your mother, no doubt,
she loved you the most.

Her concern is your well being.
Imagine when she sees you as never

before.
Not only are you relieved

of your pain and your sorrow,
but your face is different.

It shines with peace and joy,
and all of this before you ascend to

heaven.
What considerate love to visit her,

But, of course, there is more.
You know what needs to be done.

Consolation will continue
but now you ask her to
encourage the others.

They will need her as never before.
This is her mission,

to carry out your mission.
Your joy is her joy.

And then you appear to a few,
Mary, John, others, no doubt.
They are joyful but wonder,

how this can be?
Mary Magdalene wants to hold on to you

as you were.
This I understand.

How to let go of the love of your life?
Others aren’t sure it is you,

but cannot deny the feelings.
They sense that you are the one.

When you speak they recognize you,
although your appearance
is different each time.

They know it is you.
What mystery!

Your person shines through
regardless of the form it takes.
It is good they have each other.

Only in their gathering and sharing
do they really come to believe

that it is you.
They remind each other.

And you do not let them bask in the light
for long.

Your first words are,
go and tell others.

Already they are in mission,
there is much to do.

You have to entrust it all to them.

An Easter Reflection by John Sumarah, CLC Truth Given, Nova Scotia
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At the Annual Jesuit Provincial's Dinner in April 16, 2008 I was presented with "The Magis Award”. I accepted this
award with deep joy and gratitude. For me it was an honour and a great privilege to be the first lay person and
woman to accept this "Magis " Award.

The following was on the invitation:
The Jesuits are always being challenged to the MAGIS. This word, Magis, means "The More".
St. Ignatius our Founder has asked us to go beyond just doing what we should or ought to do.
We have been blessed with lay people that have lived the Magis in their lives.
Please join us as we honour "Susan Tomenson" with the Magis Award.

The Program said:
Susan, the Jesuit Fathers in English Canada thank you for your leadership. You have given of your time,

talent and treasure to the apostolic works of the Jesuit Community. You have touched so many people by your
genuine acts of kindness and good deeds. We celebrate your goodness. Thank you for all you do for so many.

In my acceptance speech I thanked the members in "The
CLC" where we share together "Ignatian Spirituality" and
where we are in partnership with the Jesuits. The
Provincial, Jean-Marc Laporte in presenting me with the
Magis Award said: "Susan is a member of a Christian Life
Community of which there are many throughout the world
and which bring together lay people who in the context of
their own lives as lay people wish to live out the Ignatian
charism and to serve the Church in collaboration with the
Society of Jesus."

THE ‘MAGIS’ AWARD presented to Susan Tomenson, Central Region

At the dinner: The Companions-Toronto (Pam Nowina,
Peter & Elaine Regan-Nightingale, Susan Rodgers, JP
Horrigan, SJ, Susan Tomenson); Rooted In Christ-
Mississauga (Daphne Stockman, Pacifica Virzi, Anne
Mulvaney, Kathleen Crawford, Vicky Luk); Fidelis-
Waterloo (Maria Brown); Upper Room-Toronto (Una
O'Connor ); Holy Ground-Elora (Eleanor and John
Morris); City of God-Guelph (Magee McGuire, Ron
Langel).

Below:
Susan Tomenson, Magee
McGuire, JP Horrigan, SJ
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Jesuit friend and supporter Susan Tomenson was honoured at the annual
Jesuits in English Canada Provincial’s Dinner on April 16 in Toronto.

Tomenson was presented with the Magis Award for generously donating her
time and talents to the apostolic works of the Jesuit Community by Provincial Superior
of the Jesuits in English Canada, Fr. Jean-Marc Laporte, S.J.

Tomenson is an active member of “Kids4Peace” – an organization that brings
together Muslim, Jewish and Christian children from the Middle East for 10 days
of studying and camping in Canada. She is also an active member of the Christian Life
Community, an organization based on St. Ignatius’ spirituality and an Associate of the
Loretto College community. Tomenson works with the Loyola Arrupe Centre, (which
provides continuing care and independent living for seniors), and Our Lady of Lourdes
Jesuit Parish, as well as a variety of other Jesuit initiatives in trying to bring peace and
justice to our planet.

“Magis is a key word for Jesuits: it means doing more in our service of God’s
people, more compassion, more effectiveness, more relevant wisdom for our difficult
times,” said Fr. Laporte. “Increasingly we rejoice in our many lay partners who are
examples for all of us, Jesuits included, of the Magis in their generosity and care.
Susan Tomenson is an outstanding example of these qualities for us and we are
delighted to honour her.”

In her acceptance speech Tomenson made reference to her family’s long-
standing friendship with the Jesuits, which has spanned more than four generations,
as well as the honour of receiving the prestigious award as a female lay person.

The Jesuits, an order of priests and brothers in the Roman Catholic Church,
have worked in Canada for more than 400 years. They have responsibility for the
direction of schools, churches, retreat houses and a variety of social ministries that
span from St. John’s, Newfoundland to Vancouver, British Colombia. There are
currently 172 Jesuits in English Canada.

For further information, please contact Erica Zlomislic, Communications Officer,
The Jesuits in English Canada, at 416-962-4500 ext. 225
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CATHOLIC LAY WOMAN RECEIVES JESUIT MAGIS AWARD

For Father John’s 80 th birthday, CLC Canada General Council
established a fund to recognize the founding role played by him. His
efforts, when he gathered a small group made up of four couples to
begin a special journey of life with lay people in the first CLC
community in Canada, grew to encompass communities across the
country with affiliation to the World Christian Life Community. The
fund is intended to give financial assistance to initiatives which
would help the growth of CLC Canada at the local, regional or
national levels. At present there is $4,961.08 in the account.
Donations are gratefully accepted at anytime. Please mark your
cheque

“JJE Fund” and send it to:
CLC Canada, 1120 - 30 Street South, Lethbridge, AB T1K 2Y8

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
THE PERFECT GIFT

TO GIVE TO A LOVED
ONE?

Why not consider a donation
in his/her name to the

JOHN ENGLISH
FOUNDER’S FUND

Please contact Marilynn for more information
clccanada@jesuits.ca
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Prairie Region News From Sharon

I thought it appropriate to share with all of you a summary of the Prairie Region Assembly, which was held in November 2007, and
then give you a brief overview of what we have been doing since the Assembly.

After much preparation through meetings of the Prairie Region Committee and through Pre-Assembly preparation material for
members to reflect on, the CLC Prairie Region Assembly took place November 2-4, 2007, at St. Benedict’s Retreat and Conference
Center. Twelve members from the region attended, the majority staying the whole weekend. For those of you who do not know, we are
quite small in numbers here. Surrounded by nature, throughout the weekend the Holy Spirit gently inspired and guided us. To begin the
weekend, Fr. Charles led us in Evening Prayer, during which time one member from each community lit a candle and then expressed
gratitude for 3 graces received in community. This was a very moving experience because of Bob Gaul’s tragic accident and his death on
November 1st, the day before the Assembly. He had been a member of Friends of Jesus CLC. As Fr. Charles stated, “We shared a
common event – Bob Gaul’s death. Bob’s death focused us on God’s presence shining in his life and made more evident to us in his
passing to Eternal Life. It was a gift to all of us experienced in different ways. The evening prayer enriched by God’s grace was filled with
peace, gratitude, honesty, and openness. The prayer time was enriching and consoling.”

Throughout the weekend, we experienced a deepening sense
of connection with CLC history especially with those who had paved the
way. We spent some time with Social Analysis, more specifically, the
Pastoral Circle. For many of us, this was a first step in social analysis.
Commonalities were seen and expressed throughout our time together,
not only with what was happening now but also with what had happened
in CLC history. Although not spoken, the three pillars of CLC were
woven together throughout the weekend.

We reflected on how we could cooperate more effectively and
on what supports members felt were needed in order for us to grow as a
discerning apostolic body on mission with Christ. The responses spoke
of our awareness of our need not only to grow as community but also to

take responsibility for our individual growth, such as growing in self -awareness.
Encouragement and support from others, is an important part of this and it is
recognized that this encompasses the Nairobi tools of discern, send, support, and
evaluate.

Incorporating prayer, and time for reflection walks, with the work we did,
throughout the weekend, resulted in a fruitful time together. We were blessed with
wonderful fall weather, which added to the atmosphere.

On Saturday evening, prior to social time, we gathered to watch the video on St.
Aloysius School in Nairobi. We were all very moved by this video and it created
much discussion around poverty here in Winnipeg.

There was a greater involvement by CLC members in this Assembly, as
compared to our first Assembly; an openness and willingness to share responsibility. It was felt that, because everyone was involved in
some aspect of the Assembly, many graces were received. Nothing was dependant on one person. The visible effectiveness of working on
a common project/a common goal was one of these graces given. There is no doubt that a deepening movement is occurring in Prairi e
Region; we are growing!

The grace we had prayed for in preparation for this Assembly: “To deepen our sense of how we can live our CLC Charism more
explicitly”, was graciously given by our Lord. This is visible through the common themes that ran through the weekend:

Be open to look at things differently and to transformation/change. This will cause pain and suffering, as we let go. The Life-Death-
Resurrection Cycle.

As we change, others change; the OTHER transforms us.
There is a need to deepen/grow in the use of the tools of DSSE (discern, send, support, evaluate).
Work together, as one body, and remember that all is dependant on Christ.
Grow in the use of social analysis and use the Pastoral Cycle as a means to assist with discernment.
Encourage, challenge, support and invite each other to take on roles within CLC, being attentive to other’s gifts.
Be aware of financial responsibility to CLC.
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Following the Evaluation and Appropriation on Sunday morning, we concluded the weekend with Sunday Mass in the
Chapel. Fr. Charles was celebrant and the Sisters and residents of St. Benedict’s were in attendance. After the Homily, several
CLC members made a Temporary Commitment to CLC. They had spent many months discerning the call to do this, including 2
annual Lakeside Retreat days. It was a fitting conclusion to the Assembly.

Since the Assembly, there has been a lot of activity here
in Prairie Region. Besides regular meetings of the Prairie
Region Committee and ExCo, we held a gathering to
welcome the new group in formation. Mariette Ternowski, of
Metanoia community, became our Executive Secretary and
we opened a Credit Union account. Mariette’s husband
Arnold Ternowski, a former Chief Financial Officer of a Credit
Union, has generously agreed to be a Consultor for us to
help us keep on track with budgeting and finances. We have
prepared for and held a CLC World Day of Prayer Retreat
day on March 29 with a focus on Projects 137 using
Contemplations from The Acts of the Apostles. This day was
well attended. If you wish to read more about our
experiences during this day, please read the upcoming
Prairie Region Newsletter.

We are presently preparing for the Leadership Formation
Encounter, to take place April 11 to 13. We are delighted that two
members of Rockies Region and one member from Thunder Bay will
be joining us. We have reconnected with members in Thunder Bay
and Fr. Charles and I are planning a trip there to help in assessing
the needs. Fr. Charles has also paid a visit to Kathy and Leo Deveau
in Regina. There is much promise of CLC being resurrected there!
Fr. Charles will be visiting them again in the near future.

While all of this has been taking place communities have
continued the use of DSSE in bringing their individual discernments
to community. Several members are using the tools of Social
Analysis and are inserting themselves in situations that revolve
around poverty and homelessness. The members of the new group have worked together to write letters to government
representatives voicing concerns around poverty and homelessness. And, shared responsibility in the Region continues to be
encouraged.

When one looks back on the common themes from our Assembly, it is very obvious that there has been a continual
movement forward/an evolving in Prairie Region that I have no doubt connects with the wider CLC. True to Prairie images; the
soil has been prepared; the seeds have been planted, nurtured, watered, given much Sonlight; and the young plants are
growing! God is good!

On a sad note, Kati’s sudden departure as President of CLC Canada and as a member of Koinonia CLC Prairie Region
has shocked us. Members of Prairie Region are grieving this loss, especially her community of 10 years. Our hearts go out to
members of Koinonia as they experience the pain of this loss. True to Ignatian Spirituality though, one needs to look at these
choices in the Light of Christ and continue to move forward, without her. We are grateful for the sharing of her time and talents
over the years, as President and as a member of Prairie Region in Koinonia. May God bless her on her journey.

Prairie Region News From Sharon — Cont.
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Rockies Region Gathering Weekend – November 30 – December 2, 2007
Friday evening there was a special Core Group meeting with our National Ecclesial Assistant,
Father Charles Pottie-Pate to discuss a number of issues including:
Organize events for Sunday afternoon gathering
Leadership Formation Workshop
Develop leaders at the national and international level (not group leadership or formation)
Resource Materials
Resource material must help to form and promote Apostolic Mission
Spiritual Exercises
Find ways to make Sp Ex more available
Support group for Spiritual Directors
Rockies Regional Assembly in 2010?

Saturday morning Father Charles and Rockies Regional Representative, Don Mattern, traveled
to Taber, Alberta to visit with three recent CLC communities. These newly formed
communities were able to meet Father Charles for the first time and to ask him specific
questions about CLC and how a community is formed and grows. The reception and the time
spent in meeting were excellent as these new members were able to get a clearer picture of what
it means to be in CLC and what that life-style has to offer.

Saturday afternoon Father Charles was able to spend time with the Sisters of Saint Martha at the
Martha Retreat Center in Lethbridge. It was a good opportunity to discuss matters of mutual
interest including spiritual direction of those who wish to complete the Spiritual Exercises of St
Ignatius.

Saturday evening the Lamplighters community hosted a dinner with Father Charles and Sister
Claire Mac Neil csm, as special guests. The hosts for the evening were Jackie and Don Mattern.

Sunday afternoon a gathering of all the CLC communities in the area was held at St Patrick’s
Church in Lethbridge. The gathering featured a potluck luncheon, sharing of videos around
CLC topics, a discussion of the Discernment/ Sending/ Supporting/ Evaluating model for
forming apostolic communities that was a product of the World Assembly in Kenya, and a
question and answer session with Father Charles. The gathering ended with Mass at 6:00 PM in
St Patrick’s Church with Father Charles celebrating. It was a joyful time of sharing and
fellowship.

CLC World Day of Prayer Celebrated in the Rockies Region
CLC communities in the Rockies Region celebrated the CLC world day of prayer on March 25,
2008 across Alberta and British Columbia. Each community was left to organize how and when
they would have their prayer session within the parameters set down by the National ExCo.
Because there are seven communities across the region and project 137 from CLC World ExCo
contained seven different contemplations from the Acts of the Apostles, a different
contemplation was assigned to each community to be incorporated into their time of prayer.
Although not all communities have reported on their success with this format, it was well
received by the communities and proved to be a helpful focus for their prayer time.

Rockies Region Report
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What is the Solidarity Fund?

In CLC Canada we have three Solidarity Funds:

World Solidarity Fund:
A fund administered by the World Secretariat. The fund is created by donations from countries around the world to
help delegates who need financial assistance to attend the World Assembly.

Canadian World Delegate Solidarity Fund:
This fund is set up to cover the travel costs of Canadian delegates to the World Assembly.

National Solidarity Fund:
This fund is set up to support communities in CLC Canada who otherwise would not be able to send a delegate to
the National Assembly

To donate to any of these funds, please send your donation to:
CLC Canada, 1120 30 Street South, Lethbridge, AB T1K 2Y8

ADDRESS
CHANGE?

Have you moved,
changed

telephone number
or e-mail?

If so, please let us know at
clccanada@jesuits.ca
so we can keep our
directory current.

Thanks!

Remember to check the
CLC web site

www.jesuits.ca/clc/
on a regular basis and
let us know what you
think about the site.

Have you made your donation
to CLC Canada ?

Remember, our fiscal year end is now December 31. In order to have sufficient operating
funds throughout the year, it is preferred if your donation is submitted to CLC Canada by
the end of June. Your donations will be assigned to the year in which they are received
unless you state otherwise on your cheque.

Please send your donation to:
CLC Canada

c/o Marilynn Heaton
1120 -30th Street South

Lethbridge, AB T1K 2Y8


