
A SYRIAN CLC FAMILY JOURNEY 

SEEKING A NEW HOME IN CANADA 

 

Syria’s civil war is the worst humanitarian crisis of our time. Half the country’s pre-war 
population, more than 11 million people, have been killed or forced to flee their homes.  

Families are struggling to survive inside Syria, or making a new home in neighboring countries. 
Others are risking their lives on the way to Europe, hoping to find acceptance and opportunity.  

In December 2015, I was informed by a CLC friend in Lebanon, Rita El Rami, that a CLC 
Syrian family were refugees in Lebanon. They had expressed a desire to come to Canada and 
Rita asked if we could help. 

I brought this matter to the attention of Ann Marie Brennan, CLC world ExCo link for North 
America. Anne Marie suggested that I first contact the World ExCo member from Lebanon, 
Najat Sayegh, to ask her if she knew of this family and would she know how to best deal with 
the request.  

Najat answered by telling me that she knew the family. She sent me their email address so that I 
could contact them personally. After contacting Aboud Charabati (the father) he sent me the 
following email explaining why the family had to leave Syria: (The son, George, is missing from  
this the photo).  



“We	left	Aleppo-Syria	more	than	three	years	ago,	because	we	lost	everything.		 I	 lost	my	job	
which	is	a	private	store	of	small	commerce	located	in	the	old	part	of	Aleppo	where	the	area	
was	taken	by	the	rebels	and	burned	down	since	the	23rd	of	 July.	Also	my	wife	had	 lost	her	
engineering	 office	 in	 Sheikh	 Maksood.	 Our	 house	 in	 Jalaa	 street	 is	 not	 safe	 because	 it	 is	
located	on	the	border	 line.	A	big	bomb	fragment	entered	our	house	and	we	were	victims	of	
two	armed	attacks	 from	terrorists	 Islamists	 in	our	 street	during	 the	day.	So	we	decided	we	
should	 leave.	We	 hope	 to	 have	 the	 chance	 to	 come	 to	 Canada,	 because	 there	 is	 no	more	
possibility	 to	 live	 in	Aleppo	 for	 now.	 It	 has	 become	very	dangerous	 for	 our	 lives	 and	 it	 is	 a	
chaos	and	there	are	no	more	rules.	We	refuse	violence	and	racism	our	values	and	education	
are	 completely	 different	 from	 the	 current	 situation	 it	 is	 turning	 into.	 So	 we	 are	 looking	
forward	to	re-establishing	a	new	peaceful	life	in	Canada.		

Sincerely	in	Christ:	Lina,	Aboud,	Christa	and	Joanna	Charabati	family”		

The above information was given to the CLC North American Continental Regional Team as we 
prepared for our March 2016 teleconference meeting. The team members addressed this issue by 
discussing what possible way that we, as a community, could support the Charabati family.  It 
was suggested that we begin by sending the family photo and information to as many National 
CLC members asking this question: “HOW CAN CLC HELP THIS FAMILY”? 

Since that time, I would say that we have progressed significantly in obtaining relevant 
information on sponsoring refugees, thanks to several persons that have been directly involved in 
the sponsoring of Syrian Refugees. Also, several web sites with important information have been 
passed on, one of which is particularly important because of the Charabati family wanting to 
come to Montreal PQ. It’s very encouraging to know that many CLC members have immediately 
responded in tangible ways in assisting the Charabati family.   

Several CLC members have made financial pledges. To this date, we have a total of $4,500.00 
pledged that will be deposited in the refugee account.  What has been extremely helpful was the 
establishment of a core group ready to receive and provide lodging and furnishing to the family 
on their arrival in Montreal. Antoine and Remi Taoutel are part of this welcoming group. They 
are CLC members living in Montreal, Canada. They personally know the Charabati family since 
they are both formally from Aleppo, Syria and both have been CLC members. Antoine was the 
past president of CLC Syria. He has informed me that there were 180 active CLC members 
before the onset of the civil war in Syria. Many of them are now living in refugee camps in 
neighbouring countries. 

Antoine and Remi have continued to communicate directly with the Charabati family in 
Lebanon. They feel that with their professional skills and also that they are both fluent in French 
and English, once in Montreal, they will find work and soon be able to sustain themselves.  

The following is our latest report on the CLC Syrian Family Mission Project. To date we have 
received the total sum $4,500.00 from individual CLC members. The remaining sum that we 
were counting on would come from the Charabati family personal funds ($27,000.00). But 
unfortunately refugee families while in Lebanon are not covered under the state health care 
system. Therefore the Lebanese government is holding the families personal savings in a bank as 



insurance. If needed, it could be used to cover their health or hospital expenses. Up to now that 
has not happened. Therefore the $20,000.00 will be released after a period of months after their 
arrival in Montreal. 

 

 The following are notes on what was discussed in our latest conference call in September 2016. 

a) Rima Taoutel (CVX member in Montreal) continues to be in regular contact with Lina 
Charabati (mother of family) thus keeping the family current on our latest news as we 
move ahead with this project. Initially we had been told that 4 members were wishing to 
come to Canada. The son George was to stay in Lebanon to continue his studies to be 
ordained as a priest. We now have been notified that the son, George (24 years old), has 
decided to come to Canada along with the family. We are not sure if he will continue in 
the future with his studies but it would seem that he has decided to begin working on his 
arrival in Canada so that he can provide some income as they begin their new life (see 
latest photo above of family) 
 

b) Marie Gabrielle Vallet (CVX members in Montreal) has been communicating with Fr. 
Brisson SJ, Director of the Jesuit Refugee program in Montreal regarding sponsoring the 
refugee family. Fr. Brisson has in turn been communicating with the refugee family and 
has now put into place the necessary documentation that will legally sponsor the 
Charabati family. Albeit, it is understood that the Society of Jesuits will not be held 
financially responsible as CLC has agreed to take on all financial responsibilities. 



 
c) Up to this point in time, a number of CLC members have donated $4,500.00 to the Syrian 

Refugee fund. That sum is being held in a Credit Union account in PEI, Canada. We will 
ask Antoine to open an account in Montreal so that all funds will be transferred into that 
account. The Montreal account is to be called the Syrian Refugee Mission Project. Two 
members of CLC Montreal will be responsible for this account and they alone will have 
signing authority.  

 
d) We have been told that the father and mother had their own business in Aleppo (see letter 

from father About above). We expect that with their professional skills they will find 
suitable employment in Montreal. As well the son, George (age 24) and daughter, Christa 
(age 22) and the youngest daughter Goanna (age 18) will seek employment on their 
arrival. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

1. We agreed that with the assistance of the CVX group in Montreal, all logistic needs of the 
Charabati family will be adequately met on their arrival in Montreal Canada. 

2. We have estimated that approximately $35,000.00 CDN would be the financial amount 
needed to support the family during their first year of adjustment. The $27,000.00 held by the 
Lebanese government, when released, will be used as part of that sum. It is anticipated that 
this will happen on their arrival in Canada. Therefore we would need a further sum of 
$3,500.00 to address the estimated shortfall.  

3.  We recognize that many CLC members have generously supported other refugee projects in 
their area and we are grateful for that. The CLC NA Continental Team has agreed to circulate 
this report throughout our four CLC’s in North America to offer you an update on this project 
and ask for your prayers for the success of this unique CLC mission project. 

4. For those CLC members that feel that they would like to contribute financially, your 
generosity will provide us with the extra amount needed to financially support the Charabati 
CLC family as they arrive in their new home. 

5. For any questions please direct them to : leagil@pei.sympatico.ca 

6. Please make out cheque to: 

 

CLC CANADA IN TRUST SYRIAN REFUGEE PROJECT 

Mail to:  Gilles Michaud 
4533 Millvale RD 
RR2 Breadalbane, PEI, Canada   
C0A1E0. 


