
 

 

 

  COLLOQUY 

As the celebration of the feast of Christ the 
King 2013 fades into the distance and the 

season of Advent ushers forth a new 
liturgical year, let us rejoice in the gradual 
seeding and germinating of graces given 

and gratefully received since the 
publication of our Spring Colloquy! Much 

has transpired over the Summer and 
continues to be harvested well into the Fall. 

Our Atlantic Region finds itself moving 
forward, step by step, in a continuous 
manner, crossing the bridge towards a 

deeper sense of common mission and in a 
more unified, active and informative 

regional stance. Both our Spring and Fall 
Council Meetings have helped us along the 

way, though the affective use of our CLC 
tools and processes, supported by the 
spiritual exercises of our beloved St. 
Ignatius. We continue to discern our 

regional call, as we draw closer to 
consensus around common mission and 
reach greater spiritual freedom, listening 
deeply for the Trinitarian voice within our 
greater community. Sandwiched between 
the fruit bearing of our World Assembly 

and our anticipated graces of the upcoming 
National Assembly, we wait in hope  with 
an Advent attitude of active preparation, 
patience and open expectancy! We have 
been re-energized as a Region and made 

ready for the next step…and the next….and 
the next….AMDG! 

 
Sandy  Mudge 

Colloquy  Editor 
 

Grace:  Holy Spirit, enkindle  in  us  the  fire  of  Your  love,  that  we  might  join Christ  on  mission  

with  greater freedom  for prophetic  and  loving  service 
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Beginning my journey as the incoming regional 
coordinator, I need to first acknowledge Yves Daigle for 
the many years of dedicated service he has so graciously 
offered to the Atlantic CLC Region. Yves has been an 
inspiration to all those who have worked with him in 
building a strong regional community. In November, I 
facilitated the Atlantic Regional Council meeting for the 
first time. With the support of my community, Potter’s 
Clay, and all the communities represented at the meeting, 
I felt at peace and at home. Your EXCO team will continue 
to work for the continuing growth of each community as 
it seeks to be truly apostolic, reaching out to those in 
need. As your EXCO team begins a new year, it asks for 
your support through prayer and a continuing 
involvement in our CLC efforts. I would, also, ask you to 
be open to listening for a possible future call to leadership 
roles. God bless, keep us in your prayers as we keep you 
in ours. 
Bob McDermott      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Greetings FROM OUR regional COORDINATOR 

“Don’t just carry the Torch, but BE the Torch”..... 
 

an exhortation from Bishop Harris at our 
Regional Assembly that will remain with us and 
challenge us for many years to come, as we continue 
to come together in our local gatherings to live, 
more intentionally, the CLC way of Life.  We do live 
in challenging times; in a challenging culture.  To 
bring the message of the Gospel is not easy in this 
day and age, but our task is to remain faith-filled and 
faithful! 

Our Assembly preparation and our Assembly 
process saw us focus on 3 priority areas:  CLC 
Development, Poverty, and The New Evangelization.  
Already we are seeing signs of our members taking  
 

Out-Going Regional Coordinator’s Message 
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concrete steps in those 3 areas!   
A CLC Information Session was held at the Villa Madonna on October 27th, 

resulting in enough people interested for a 6 week ‘Come and See’ program, after 
which those participating will make a decision whether or not to continue exploring 
the CLC way of life for another 6 sessions.  To this date, about 12 people have 
shown interest and there may be more.  You are encouraged to have a conversation 
about starting new groups in your respective areas to share the gift of CLC.  

Another group is focusing on poverty by supporting the Meal Exchange 
initiative to fight hunger, especially among children.  We know that Ixthus from PEI, 
in collaboration with other organizations, is continuing its work towards the 
elimination of poverty on the Island. 

And still others are working in the area of Evangelization by working towards 
offering a retreat in February 2014 to young adults, where the use of film will be 
part of the process.  This is an initiative of the A.A.S.E.A. Saint John Local, but most 
are members of CLC as well. 

It is refreshing and encouraging that all these concrete initiatives are the fruit 
of our Assembly gathering! So, as I prepare to ride off into the sunset, I’m 
comforted by the fact that the region is in good hands.  Your Leadership Team, with 
Bob McDermott as your new Atlantic Regional Coordinator, will continue “the good 
work that has begun”.  We also welcome Sandy Mudge as our new Colloquy editor, 
along with Tim McWade who will replace Bob as Treasurer.  We are grateful for 
their generosity in the willingness to serve all of us in these respective roles, and we 
want to assure them of our prayers and support.  Each of these individuals will 
bring their own gifts to the leadership table, blending with those of existing 
members:  Jane Abernethy-Parker (Secretary), Leah Michaud (Formation), Gerri 
Tingley (Regional Representative), and Earl Smith, SJ (Ecclesiastical Assistant).   

It’s been a privilege for me to serve all of you as Regional Coordinator these 
past five years.  As an Exco, we had a great working relationship, supported by a 
growing sense and understanding of the fruitfulness of collaboration.  The openness 
to share, to listen, to consider the other’s point of view was crucial to providing 
sound leadership to our Atlantic Region!  

With God’s grace, the work of the Region will continue, as we answer the call 
to ‘clothe the naked, feed the hungry, set prisoners free, welcome the stranger, 
visit the sick and the prisoners... because as we do this to the least of our brothers, 
we do to Jesus!  

 
Blessings, 
Yves Daigle 
Atlantic CLC Out-going Regional Coordinator 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

              
End of term is near! I recently attended my last General 
Council face to face gathering in Midland, ON and can 

hardly believe my three year term is coming to an end!  
In January, we will begin our search for a new Rep. My 
journey has been a busy, but very Spirit filled, a time of 

stretching and extreme growing.  
God called me; God filled me; I am filled with gratitude! 

 
We are not done yet! 

May 29th through June 1st are the dates for the  
CLC Canada National Assembly at Villa Madonna Retreat 

House in Rothesay, NB. The Atlantic Region will, once 
again, be called upon to extend its well known hospitality. 

There will be more to come! 
Gerri Tingley 

 
 

regional representative message 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+97:11&version=MSG


 

   
“ First born of Mary, provocative preacher, itinerant teacher, outsider’s choice…  

Jesus inspires, disarms and confuses whomever he chooses to hear his voice.” 
John L. Bell 

 
This was the mantra led by Hilary Branch and sung at the 8th Atlantic Regional 
Assembly of the 13 CLCs in NS, NB and PE. With 59 attending at the Villa 
Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay, NB, and their Assembly theme, “Crossing 
the Bridge (from our past to the present): Carrying the Torch on Mission with 
Christ”, the members continued in their year- long discernment for a Regional 
Common Mission. 
 
Welcomed by Yves Daigle, Atlantic Regional Coordinator, and Geraldine Tingley, 
Atlantic Representative to National CLC, members as well as guests were 
introduced, including Bishop Robert Harris of the Diocese of Saint John; Fr. 
Charles Pottie, SJ of   Calgary, Ecclesiastical Assistant to National CLC;  Fr. Earl 
Smith, SJ, of Halifax, Ecclesiastical Assistant to the Atlantic Region CLC; Mary 
Balfe of Manitoulin Island, ON, National CLC President; and Dominique Cyr of CVX 
(French Canada) from St. Jerome in the province of Quebec.   
     
 

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY HOLDS  

2013 ATLANTIC REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 



 

  
Through the 7 sessions on the weekend of August 23-25, 2013, Atlantic CLCers 
celebrated who they were, with one person from each of the CLCs carrying a torch 
(candle) over  a bridge to place in the environment.  The Atlantic graced history of 
past assemblies was presented by a slide presentation prepared by Peter 
Chouinard. The next session invited participants to go on an actual ‘Emmaus” walk 
in pairs to tell our witnessing stories of “what we have done and what we are 
doing for Christ”.  
 
Gathered together in a large group, regional mission priority stories on Poverty, 
Evangelization and CLC Development were presented by three different CLCs.  The 
seventh session began the communal discernment process toward the discovery 
of an Atlantic Common Mission in one of these named areas.  
 
The preparation for the 2013 Atlantic Regional CLC Assembly made evident “the 
beauty of collaborative ministry and blessedness of communal discernment” (Jane 
Abernethy – Parker) 
 
Thanks and gratitude go to organizers: Pam and Yves Daigle, Betty Poley, Margaret 
Melanson, Leah Michaud, Jane Abernethy-Parker, Bob and Dorie McDermott and 
Geraldine Tingley, for creating the preparatory prayer material, agenda and the 
process to work toward a common mission. Gratitude also goes out  to the NB 
CLCs for hosting the Assembly.  A special prayer of thanks to Terri Chouinard who 
inspired the very moving St. Ignatius ‘mime’ for the Saturday prayer ritual, before 
she succumbed to cancer on February 17, 2013. 
 
Were not hearts on fire, “enflamed’ with God’s love during this Assembly!  “I am 
aware that, as Ignatian spirituality permeates our communities, we are given 
powerful tools to help us move out into the world in concrete ways, affecting those 
we encounter”. (François Thebeau) “It was a wonderful grace-filled time to reflect, 
ponder, and bask on the love of the Trinity and the legacy of St. Ignatius as we 
journey, in Jesus, in our daily lives.” (Graydon Nicholas) “Over three assemblies I 
have seen a greater ability to use the tools of CLC toward discerning a mission - 
which is the CLC way.  I saw a deepening growth of Regional Community.  I will 
bring your understanding of the process, the stories of communities who shared 
their missions, and Yves’ CLC development guidelines back to my community of 
CVX Canada.” ( Dominique Cyr).  “A very grace-filled, enriching and informative 
weekend; another wonderful opportunity to bond with other community members; 
great teaching moments as we listened deeply and experienced more of our 
discerning way as CLCers.”  (Sandy Mudge) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Assembly closed with Liturgy of the Eucharist celebrated by Bishop Harris, 
with Fr. Charles Pottie, SJ and Fr. Earl Smith, SJ concelebrating. In his homily, 
Bishop Harris, (who journeyed with us for most of our Assembly weekend), 
encouraged us to live our charism within the Church as ‘leaven in the dough’. 
Referring to our Assembly theme, ‘carrying the torch’, Bishop Harris challenged us 
to not just “carry” the torch, but to BE the torch - a prophetic call to us, 
individually and as Community!  Before the final blessing, members renewed their 
commitment to living the CLC way of life with Yves Daigle and Fr. Earl leading the 
Prayer of Commitment. 
 

Spiritual freedom formation 

    Highlights from Assembly Presentation given by  
        Fr. Earl, our Regional Ecclesiastical Assistant 

 
   The following quotes are taken from Fr. Earl’s notes, 
which formed the foundation of his most  
INFORMATIVE  and  FORMATIVE  presentation on 
“Spiritual Freedom”, during our Atlantic Regional  
Council Meeting in November. It is with great gratitude  
that I pass on what I consider to be the ‘ gold nuggets’ 
of his research material…extracted for your reflective 
savouring!  Thank you, Fr. Earl, for your generous 
sharing!  So, you just might want to keep them close to  
 
your ‘prayer chair’, as we continue to gain a deeper understanding of  spiritual 
freedom  and  the consensus process necessary in  moving forward toward an 
Atlantic Regional Common Mission……ENJOY….   
                               
 

“ Spiritual freedom exists in those moments 
When I am grasped so completely by the love of Christ Jesus 

That all the desires of my heart and the actions, affects, thoughts and decisions 
That flow from these desires are oriented to my loving God. 

In those moments, I desire to return love for love 
Through my service and praise made manifest 

In cooperating with God’s desires for our planet.”   ( J. Veltri SJ) 
 
 

 
 



 

  “ We have seen two sources of freedom. The first is our experience of God’s 
unconditional love. Knowing God’s love frees us to act out of love and our 
deepest desires, not out of fear or a sense of inadequacy. The second source is 
our trust in a God who is a faithful giver…God will continue to give us what we 
need….Freedom flows from our passion for God alone….this is the heart of 
Ignatian indifference that sets our hearts free for love and service…a heart so 
filled with love that it desires to let go and share, and a heart free to seek God’s 
kingdom above all else.”  (‘ Sources of Freedom’, Gerald M. Fagin,SJ-p. 164)  
Fr. Earl also noted the importance of living in the present, while accepting our 
humanity along with its limitations, as well as recognizing our gifts to be shared 
in loving service. The spiritual writer, Tom Ryan, says this:  “ True self-
knowledge comes in humility and not in the paralysis of shame and false guilt. It 
is rooted in a healthy grounded sense of our own self in relation with others 
and with God. To “know who I am” is to develop a realistic perception of my 
gifts, my values and my convictions, without concealing my weaknesses and 
limitations.” 
 
In “ Ignatian Indifference Is Filled with Passion”( p. 162), Mark E. Thibodeaux SJ, 
tells us this about spiritual freedom: “ Ignatian spirituality calls this gift of 
grateful  availability Ignatian Indifference…Ignatian indifference is filled with 
passion—passion for the will of God and the good of all. If I am indifferent in 
this Ignatian sense, then I care so much about serving God in a quite different 
way that I am willing and ready to take on anything- or give up anything- for the 
cause. Ignatian indifference does not ignore desires, but rather taps into our 
deepest desire: our desire to praise, reverence and serve God.” 
 
 
Some further thoughts on Spiritual freedom ,worth noting, are expressed on p. 
143 of a book entitled, “Desires, Discernment and Decision Making ( What do I 
really want?)”  by Sparough SJ, Manney, and Hipskind SJ: 
                                 “ Our deepest desires are obscured by pride, fears, ambitions 
and attachments to money, honour, security, and a host of other things. The 
process of discernment is essentially a process of stripping away these false 
desires and finding the desires at the core of ourselves. Discernment of spirits is 
a way of grasping what these deep desires are.” 
 



 

  

 Finally, in closing, I leave you with this comforting thought expressed by Paul 
Coutinho SJ, in “ What Jesus Promised” (p.157): 
 
    “ The  Good News is that Jesus came to give us freedom--- not freedom from 
suffering, sickness and death, but freedom that we experience IN suffering, IN 
sickness and IN the face of death….Jesus promised to give us the peace that the 
world cannot give. Jesus promised to give us the inner freedom, joy and happiness 
that no one and nothing can take away from us, even in the midst of tremendous 
pain, suffering, sickness and death. That is the Good News of Jesus, and that is 
what we see in the cross.” 
 
 
 

THE VIRTUE OF HUMILTY AND SPIRITUAL FREEDOM:  
 

Humility is not only a virtue that develops over time as we cooperate 
with God’s grace but it is also a pathway to spiritual freedom.  In this 
sense, we need self-knowledge in order to ‘ask for what we need and 
desire’… 

From whatever inordinate needs/desires or fears prevent me from 
becoming my true self, humility, as a grace, opens up our interior 
freedom and leads to maturity in the spiritual life. 
From whatever prevents me from being at balance in the face of 
important decisions, the grace of humility is also a grace that can help 
us be ‘free enough before this choice at this time.”  
 

LITANY OF HUMILTY 
 

From the need to be praised, deliver me Jesus 
From the need to be honored, deliver me Jesus 

From the need to be right, deliver me Jesus 
From the need to have things my way, deliver me Jesus 

From the need for approval, deliver me Jesus 
From the need to be consulted, deliver me Jesus 

From the need for comfort and ease, deliver me Jesus 
 

From the fear of being humiliated, deliver me Jesus 
From the fear of loss of control, deliver me Jesus 
From the fear of being criticized, deliver me Jesus 
From the fear of being forgotten, deliver me Jesus 

From the fear of being lonely, deliver me Jesus 
From the fear of being hurt, deliver me Jesus 

From the fear of being rejected, deliver me Jesus 
From the fear of suffering, deliver me Jesus. 

 

Jesus, Risen One, set me free for the purpose for which I have been created –  
to Your honor and glory. 

                       (taken and adapted from a prayer card – source, not noted)  

 



  
Common Apostolic mission 

 

                           

“ The Holy Spirit is the soul of MISSION. The events that took place in 
Jerusalem almost two thousand years ago are not something far removed from 
us; they are events which affect us and become a lived experience in each of 
us. The Penticost of the Upper Room in Jerusalem is the beginning, a beginning 
which endures….It is the Paraclete Spirit, the ‘Comforter’, who grants us the 
courage to take to the streets of the world, bringing the gospel! The Holy Spirit 
makes us look at the horizon and drives us to the very outskirts of existence in 
order to proclaim life in Jesus Christ. Let us ask ourselves: DO WE PLAN TO 
STAY CLOSED IN ON OURSELVES,ON OUR GROUP, OR DO WE LET THE HOLY 
SPIRIT OPEN US TO MISSION?”                                           
 

  POPE FRANCES, ST. PETER’S SQUARE, Penticost  2013                                                          
                                         
 
 

Ixthus, pe 

Our mission is twofold:  
1. to work with other organizations toward abolishing poverty in PEI,  
2. to collaborate with other organizations in educating the public on the 

dangers of  “Hydraulic Fracking”  to the environment (see below: What is 
Hydraulic Fracking?)  

 



 

 

Early in the morning On Tuesday (5th Nov. 2013), I left with two other Islanders to 
head for Fredericton NB. We were to join the many organizations showing our 
disapproval of the “Hydraulic Fracking” in NB. 
 
 It was a lovely sunny day and the three and one half hour car ride gave us the 
opportunity to marvel at the colorful scenery along the way. On our arrival in the 
center of the city, we joined the many people with placards, that had gathered to 
attend the demonstration as a show of solidarity with the First Nation people of NB. 
We were greeted and welcomed by the organizers and invited into the Long House 
that had been erected on the grounds in the front of Providence House. As we 
entered the Long House, we took part in a smudging ritual to purify ourselves.  
 

We later gathered in a circle, praying before the sacred fire in the centre of the Long 
House. As I prayed and slowly dropped the tobacco into the fire, this spiritual 
moment signified my unity with Ixthus, knowing that I was being supported in 
prayer around our common mission. 
 

As we circled the sacred fire, this, too, became a strong sign of our solidarity with 
the First Nation people and our prayers were in communion with them. In the 
silence of that moment, I recalled a prayer upon which I had recently reflected:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Mary, Most Holy Mother of all Nations, help us recall that the universe is one song 
of praise, and we are all created to be the beloved of God. Make us all one in the 
Trinity: all nations; no nations, simply expanses; no boundaries, only homelands; 
no borders …no separations… only communion… as it was in the beginning. (by 
Megan McKenna) 
 

 Our prayer and desire was for peace and non- violence, yet with a strong 
conviction that what was happening in the province was a serious injustice! It was 
wrong that the NB government was allowing Hydraulic Fracking on Native land, 
while not respecting the First Nation treaty rights. 
There were over one thousand people demonstrating their solidarity, with some 
coming from as far away as BC. It was a clear message to the government that this 
injustice had to be addressed and changed! 
 

What is Hydraulic Fracking: 
Fracking, or Hydraulic Fracturing, is a method of gas (or oil) extraction that 
poisons the air, uses vast quantities of water, blights the landscape, causes 
massive truck traffic, and leaves toxic chemicals in the ground which will 
eventually contaminate drinking water. It is banned in many jurisdictions 
because the environment is simply not suited to this dirty and unsustainable 
technology. 
 

Submitted by Gilles Michaud for Ixthus 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady’s Circle  in Nackawic, NB has donated a queen 
size quilt for a draw in order to raise money for the 
Jesuits working in Syria.  Since we are a small community, 
living in a town with less than 1000 inhabitants, it was 
discerned that in order to raise a goodly amount of 

funding for our ‘preferential option for the poor’,  we 
should invite CLC’s across Canada to join in our 
‘mission’.  With this in mind, we have set the draw date 
for May 31st at our National Assembly, so that delegates 
can turn in tickets (and monies) for the draw at that time 
(and take the quilt home to the winner!).    Perhaps the 
Regional Representatives can pass this message to their 
CLCs?  If you discern to join us on this mission for Syria, 

please contact Pat Lawson at dllawson@nbnet.nb.ca  for 
copies of poster and tickets. 
 

OUR LADY’S CIRCLE, NB 

 

God of Compassion, Hear the cries of 
the people of Syria, 

Bring healing to those suffering from 
the violence, 

Bring comfort to those mourning  
the dead, 

Strengthen Syria’s neighbors in their 
care and welcome for refugees, 

Convert the hearts of those who have 
taken up arms, and protect those 

committed to peace. 
 

mailto:dllawson@nbnet.nb.ca


NB CLCs Welcome New ‘Come and See’ Group 

We began this ‘journey’ by turning our thoughts to our CLC Regional Assembly in 
August of this year. Although we have always felt the desire and need to 
promote CLC development in our area, one of the many graces of the Assembly 
was to stir our hearts more deeply and move us to action.  

As a result, we brought this desire to our N.B. Group Guide meeting on 
September 11th. The agenda posed the question: “ Are we (as a Guide 
Community) positioned to offer a CLC information session in Saint John this 
Fall?”  
 
We were delighted to hear that three of our eight N.B. guides were in a position 
to make themselves available to oversee new CLC groups in the Fredericton and 
Saint John area, if there was sufficient interest. With this availability of Group 
Guides, our conversation and prayer resulted in a spontaneous consensus to 
offer a “Come and See” information session on October 27th. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Halloween night, Potter's Clay 
answered a ministry call to support a 

 food drive for the Saint John west side 
food bank. This annual event is a 

nationwide campaign called “Trick or 
Eat”.  We canvassed neighborhoods 

asking for donations to the food bank. 
Most families were prepared and had 

items ready. Others went to their 
pantries and gave generously! The 

evening was a great success and will be 
carried out again next year. 

 

GROUP GUIDE COMMUNITY, NB 

 

Potter’s clay 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A flyer and information brochure was developed and distributed within our 
Regional CLC (through Jane Abernathy Parker) and placed in our diocesan  
newspaper, The New Freeman. [Note: this same package of information for 
preparing and presenting a CLC information session was provided to all who 
attended our Regional Assembly.] 

Much to our delight, sixteen people registered with all sixteen attending the 
session! There were also a number of other people who expressed interest, but 
were unable to attend the evening session. These individuals were also sent 
information and some of them now make up the group of thirteen who have 
registered for the six session ‘Come and See Program’. Because of the generous 
support of our Bishop, Robert Harris, the sessions will be held at the Saint John 
Diocesan office on the following dates: Mondays ( 7:00-9:00 pm): Nov. 18, Dec. 2, 
Dec. 16, Jan. 6, Jan. 20 and Feb. 3. We are extremely grateful to two of our NB 
Group Guide Community members, Peter Chouinard and Charlena Keenan-
Bourque, for their availability and generosity as leaders for this Christian Life 
Community journey.  

We are especially grateful for the Trinity in leading us to this ‘next step’ in our CLC 
life, because this communal action relates to our recent Assembly’s discernment 
process where CLC Development (with a focus on poverty) is emerging as a 
direction in which we are being called, as a region, to be on mission with Christ!  

Submitted by B. Poley on behalf of the N.B. Group Guide Community 
 



 

 

  “The Language of blessing is invocation, a calling forth….It is a word of 
benediction. It imagines and wills the fulfillment of desire…The Holy Spirit is the 
subtle presence and secret energy behind every blessing…Wherever one person 
takes another into the care of their heart, they have the power to bless…To 
bless someone is to offer a beautiful gift. 
    

                   
When we love someone, we turn toward them with our souls and the soul itself 
is the source of blessing…A blessing is a form of grace; it is invisible. Grace is the 
permanent climate of divine kindness. There are no limits to it; it has no 
compartments, corners, or breakage in its flow. For the one who believes in it, a 
blessing can signal the start of a journey of transformation…its affect becomes 
only directly visible in the changed quality of one’s experience. The Bible is full 
of blessings. They are seen as a communication of life from God. The force of a 
blessing can penetrate through and altar the inner configuration of identity.

 When the gift or need of 

Blessing those we send 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

. When the gift or need of the individual coincides with the incoming force of the 

blessing, great change can begin. The unseen ground of your unfolding in the world 

is a place that needs blessing and holds the key to the invisible. Blessing 

strengthens the network of presence you carry through the world. 

. The power of intention to 

bless is not some utopian 

fantasy; it can be shown 

factually to effect concrete and 

transformative action… 

Blessing has pure agency 

because it animates on the 

deepest threshold between 

being and becoming; it mines 

the territories of memory to 

awaken and draw forth 

possibilities we cannot even 

begin to imagine!” 

(‘To Bless the Space Between 

Us’, by John O’Donohue) 
 

New Regional exco 

 

 

Front Row 

Gerri Tingley, Jane Abernathy-Parker 

Bob McDermot, 

 

Back Row 

Sandy Mudge, Fr. Earl Smith, 

Leah Michaud, Tim McQuade 

 



 

 

              What if…the second coming of Christ                   

             Is already among us --- 

             In me…in you…in them,  

             Moving in an infinite manner 

             Within each and every person; 

             In every intricate human encounter?  

 

             What if… we didn’t see Jesus returning 

             ONLY within one incidental moment 

             Of glory and majesty, 

             Coming forth in grandeur: 

             Some magnificent personification 

             Of kingship, royalty and power, 

             Confined by time and space? 

 

             What if… as we live, move and have our being, 

             Our lives might just possibly be 

             Humanity’s NOW moment 

             To recognize Way, Life and Truth; 

             To receive, humbly and honourably, 

             The Mystery of Life and Love: 

             Creator, Saviour and Sanctifier, 

             Whose seed still awaits its blossoming 

             Within our being and becoming whole?               

 

Does not this same seed of Love’s power 

            Lie in relationship with God and neighbour? 

            Is that not where it once impregnated,  

              Aligned with the two great commandments of love, 

              Consealed as the first fruit of salvation, 

              Miraculously conceived and carried forward 

Reigning  of  the  Risen  One: 

Feast of Christ the King 
 



              

 

 

              By divine Breath of Life, 

              Through the nesting womb of Mary’s fleshy humanity? 

 

             Does not this ‘Incarnate Word’  hold poetic wisdom 

             Between the lines of obvious understanding… 

             Deep within the recesses of first and second coming? 

             Does not the Mystery of Life and Love 

             Prevail far beyond the once torn veil of sanctuary space? 

 

            When, oh God, will blindness be extinguished, 

            And kingdom’s final coming break upon the earth 

            In heavenly alleluias? 

            When, oh God, will the weeping wisp away, 

            And disbelief transform, through Wisdom’s Touch, 

            Into a fan fair of melodious fiats? 

 

            Humanity longingly waits in the question; 

            Nursing deep wounds of unfulfilled love; 

            Steeped in its misery of mindless misdoings! 

            Yet, a trail of hope blazes onward, 

            Silently offered with each awakening hour, 

 

            Because Love waits, too: 

            Within me…within you…within them! 

            Collaboratively exploding in micro miracles, 

            Magnified and intensified 

            By the extravagant love and grace 

            Of a King who reigns eternally…                                                                                                                                                                                            

            HERE  and  NOW !!!   (From the heart, AMDG, Sandy Mudge)            


