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In John's Gospel account of the resurrection [John 20], he tells the story of how on

morning of the first Easter the Beloved Disciple runs to the tomb where Jesus has been buried
and peers into it. He sees that it is empty and that all that's left there are the clothes, neatly
folded, within which Jesus' body had been wrapped. And, because he is a disciple who sees
with the eyes of love, he understands what this all means, he grasps the resurrection and knows
that Jesus has risen. He sees spring. He understands with his eyes.  

Hugo of St. Victor (Medieval philosopher, theologian, and mystical writer) once famously
said: Love is the eye. When we see with love we not only see straight and clearly we also see
depth and meaning.  The reverse is also true. It is not for some arbitrary reason that after Jesus
rose from the dead some could see him and others could not. Love is the eye. Those searching
for life through the eyes of love, like Mary of Magdala searching for Jesus in the Garden on
Easter Sunday morning, see spring and the resurrection. Any other kind of eye, and we're blind

in springtime.

Earl Smith, SJ

                  

 

RESURRECTION

Like a rainfall after a dry spell
washed, refreshed, fresh

life                           
                             sprouting
                                  leafing
                                       flowering
                                           singing
                                                 dancing 

as the gentle breeze brushes
against my ears humming

a love song

I receive God’s love
I smile, I laugh, I dance

in the new joy
I gracefully open my heart

butterflies rainbows and daisies
flow out from my arms

as I give my love back to God

He has gifted me
He gives me himself,He labours for me

uncesasingly
My Lord and my Lover
Take Lord, Receive.  PML



                    CLC ATLANTIC
Regional Coordinator’s Message

Colloquy – Spring 2013

        “The greatest sin is one of ingratitude.”
-Ignatius Loyola

 

With this admonition from St. Ignatius, I am  reminded of the great wisdom that   he   possessed in
composing his Examen Prayer…that after coming into  the  presence of God, we should reflect on what we
are grateful for as we look over  our day.  In my case, as I reflect on the past year and beyond in my leadership
as Atlantic Regional Coordinator, I would like to share for whom and for what I am grateful...  

· …for those I’ve been privileged to serve with as a collaborative Exco team.  It has been with a generosity
of heart, talents, and time on their part that has made our working together a concrete example of how people
can toil together for the greater good.  The openness, the listening, the willingness to put our own preferences
aside to move forward, the sharing of responsibilities and dutifully carrying them out, all contributed to our
ability to serve all our members with a sense of hope and purpose….helping to build the Kingdom of God here
on earth.

· …for Leah Michaud and Fr. Earl Smith who have led us in formation during our Regional Council meetings
for the last number of years

· …for all those who have come forth to offer their gifts and talents as we prepare for our 2013 Assembly:

o Our Assembly Proposal Team of Pam Daigle, Jane Abernethy-Parker, Margaret Melanson, and
Leah Michaud who put forth a process for us to work towards a possible Regional common
mission.

o The Remote Preparation Team of Betty Poley and Pam Daigle who created prayer material to help
all of us have input on possible mission orientations for us to consider.

o The Immediate Preparation Team of Jane Abernethy-Parker and Leah Michaud who continued the
process by providing further prayer material to prepare us for the process of prioritization
graciously led by Jane at our last Regional Council meeting held at the Villa a few weeks ago.

o The Regional Assembly Organization Committee chaired by Bob and Dorie McDermott, and Gerri
Tingley who with sub-committees are looking after the necessary details of holding such an event.

• …for all those in leadership of our local CLCs:  the Contacts, the Coordinators, the Guides who
provide us with direction, guide us in our discernments, teach us, form us, and overall help us to
remain faithful to the CLC way of life and the principles of Ignatian spirituality. 

 
• …for those who have come before us and continue to share their wisdom and knowledge with us as

we grow in understanding of who we are as members of Christian Life Community.   A workshop
which was led by Gilles Michaud and Pam Daigle was held for our Guides last fall in an attempt to
build a greater support system among them for their continued development.  

•
• …for Terri and Colleen who are no longer with us but who continue to inspire us by their commitment,

dedication during their time among us…they will never cease to be an inspiration to all of us.
•
• …for all members of CLC who seek to live the Magis with the gift of who they are. 

Yves Daigle
Atlantic CLC Regional Coordinator



                         EASTER SPIRITUALITY

Fr. Earl Smith, SJ, Ecclesial Assistant to the Atlantic Region CLC 

offers the following Easter thoughts.

Easter Spirituality means waking up. Most people, even though they
don’t know it, are asleep. They’re born asleep, they live asleep, they marry
in their sleep, they breed children in their sleep, they die in their sleep
without ever waking up. They never understand the loveliness and the
beauty of this thing that we call human existence. You know, all mystics -
Catholic, Christian, non-Christian, no matter what their theology, no matter
what their religion — are unanimous on one thing: that all is well, all is
well. Though everything is a mess, all is well. Strange paradox, to be sure.
But, tragically, most people never get to see that all is well because they
are asleep. They are having a nightmare.  Anthony de Mello, SJ Awareness (1990)

Deer Cave in Mulu National Park in the island of the Borneo's State of Sarawak.... from the Internet

Once upon a time a Cave lived under the ground, as caves have the habit of doing. It had
spent its lifetime in darkness.  One day it heard a voice calling to it, “Come up into the light; come
and see the sunshine.” 

But the cave retorted, “I don’t know what you mean. There isn’t anything but darkness.”

Finally the Cave was convinced to venture forth. He was amazed to see light everywhere and not
a speck of darkness anywhere. He felt oddly warm and happy.

Turnabout was fair play and so, looking up to the Sun, the Cave said, “Come with me and
see the darkness.”   The Sun asked, “What is darkness?”    The Cave replied, “Come and see!”

One day the Sun accepted the invitation. 

As it entered the Cave it said, “Now show me your darkness.”                         (Anonymous Source)

BUT THERE WAS NO DARKNESS BUT THERE WAS NO DARKNESS  Anthony de Mello, SJ ,Awareness (1990)



Alleluia! He is Risen 
      Greetings to All from Gerri Tingley ,  

Atlantic Representative to National 

                                                       

                                                                     
 

 
As I sit by my window the sun is rising, (imagine the sun, we haven’t seen that for a while) the 
birds are singing and the promise of a new beginnings is in the air. This is how it seems in CLC 
Canada as we enter a new day with our new website design thanks to Dc Design House! 
(www.christianlifecommunity.ca) Yes we are finally up and running and if you go to our 
homepage you can even go to our Facebook and Twitter pages by clicking on their icon at the 

bottom. There you will also find a link to Canada Helps where you can 
pay your yearly donation or to any of our missions with just a click of 
the button. It doesn’t get any easier than that!  
 

Are you ever travelling across this great nation of ours and wonder if there is a CLC Community 

handy, well now you can go to our website and see the different communities in each region by 

going to the Contact Page of that region! Exciting stuff and the promise of more to come! 

Christian Life Community-XVI World Assembly-Lebanon, July 29th to 
August 9th 2014.  Our discerned delegates who will attend, linking us to the 
world body and bring back valuable formation to us are:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

A great thank you and continued prayers to all delegates 
as they journey for us in His name Jesus Christ. 

Mary Balfe-President 
Attending Delegate 

Fr Charles Pottie-Pate, SJ 
Attending EA 

 

Leanne Salel, YA 
Attending Delegate 

 
 

Pat Bremner, Rockies Rep. 
Spare delegate 

 

http://www.christianlifecommunity.ca/


450 years of Ignatian   
Lay Communities
World CLC is pleased to announce the         
     450th Jubilee Year of Grace
March 25th 2013 to March 25th 2014

In 1563, Jean Leunis SJ started the “Prima Primaria” in the Roman College. This became the first
community to which the many Marian Congregations (or Sodalities of Our Lady) were affiliated. These soon
sprung up all over the world. These lay communities were instrumental in preserving and transmitting the
Ignatian charism in all areas of life, a role which became all the more invaluable during the suppression of
the Society of Jesus. The Congregations had a powerful impact on social and moral life down through all
these years. In 1967, the Prima Primaria transformed itself into CLC and thus continues its uninterrupted
transmission of the Ignatian charism amongst the laity.

This Jubilee is an important occasion for the whole Ignatian family. Especially, we also reflect on and
celebrate our 450 years of collaboration with the Society of Jesus and the many fruits this collaboration
has produced. To mark this occasion, CLC, especially as heir to the lay dimension of this tradition, will
organize some events to celebrate this landmark (at the national, regional and world levels) and invites
other Ignatian groups to join us.

We see this as a call to reflect on the role of the lay Ignatian communities in the Church and in the world.

This Jubilee is a great opportunity for:

1. Grateful remembrance of our history. We recognize our own roots thereby
strengthening our own identity. We identify how we have been guided by the
Spirit through the centuries.

2. Living the present with a renewed enthusiasm. The celebration of this anniversary
could signify a new starting point, refreshing the charisma of our CLC for the
challenges of today. Also it is a great opportunity to build bridges with other lay
groups of the broad Ignatian family.

3. Looking ahead with hope. We contemplate our CLC future with renewed eyes.
Look for ways to further strengthen the commitment of CLC members for God’s
mission in this world.Also our World Assembly, gathering from July 30th to August 8th, in
Lebanon, will take up this jubilee, remembering our roots and building a bridge to the
challenges we face today as Lay Apostolic Body.

 You are invited to announce the 450 years of Ignatian Lay Communities in the local
environment and to organize and schedule activities to join this celebration.  Possible
activities suggested:      Masses       Conferences / Public lectures        Workshops  Retreats
Parties, dinners, concerts, etc.       Pilgrimage    Articles in magazines      Apostolic actions
Videos, website features, etc.       Merchandising / souvenirs

from Projects 152 

Our World Assembly, gathering from July 30th to August 8th, in Lebanon, 
will take up this jubilee, 

remembering our roots and building a bridge 
to the challenges we face today as Lay Apostolic Body



ON THE JOURNEY TO OUR ATLANTIC REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
August 23-25, 2013- Villa Madonna, Rothesay, NB

Atlantic Regional Council Meeting April 19-20 Gerri Tingly Photo 

At the spring Regional Council Meeting held
in Rothesay, NB, we experienced communal
relatedness and relationships.  With the Trinity
inflaming our energy  for a regional common
mission, we approached our hope and dream with
the beauty of collaborative ministry and the
blessedness of communal discernment. 

For many years, the Atlantic Region has
been attracted to the idea of a common mission for
our area.  At our CLC Assembly in NS three years
ago, we named some dreams that we had for our
Maritime Provinces.  Then last spring, Pam Daigle
led us through a spiritual exercise to surface our
dreams and hopes for the 2013 Regional Assembly.
In both situations, the desire for a common Regional
mission was again clearly named. But how could we
make this desire become a reality? An Assembly
Working Group was formed and looked at that
question. After discussion, the group determined
that as a Region we were in the Evaluation stage of
the DSSE process. So firstly,  Regional CLC groups
needed to really stand on common ground about
how CLC understands mission. Pondering  the
documents outlining the “4 Expressions of CLC and
Mission” and the “7 Criteria for CLC Mission” the
Region deepened our awareness of where we
currently were in relation to CLC mission over this
past winter and by spring, Communities had
submitted the orientations for mission that they
discerned God was drawing them towards.   The
sharing of both their  individual and communal

leanings were collated and organized into mission
themes.  Time was taken for continued discernment.
Communities listened again to which themes God was
calling our Region. At our Regional Council meeting
this spring, the council of CLCs discerned ‘CLC
DEVELOPMENT’ and ‘EVANGELIZATION’ as the two
themes to which God is drawing our Region. From
here we will need to break open at our Regional
Assembly in August 2013 how these mission
orientations will come to fruition in our Atlantic
Region.

We thank Pam Daigle, Betty Poley and
Margaret Melanson - Remote Preparation Team- and
Leah Michaud and Jane Abernethy-Parker- Immediate
Preparation Team- for leading us through this process
of holy discernment.  

As one member commented: 
“The Council  Meeting sharing was  very moving and
grace-filled. To hear how all the  communities worked
through the material and were faithful to the process
stirred the hearts of many.  Even though there were
struggles, the process was very fruitful and there was
a sense of growth among all communities.”

Jane and Pat

Mary, who said the first ‘yes’ and St. Ignatius who directs
us to become contemplatives in action, we ask you to
intercede for us so that our Atlantic CLC may carry the
torch of Christ’s mission with the blessing of the most
holy Trinity.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen



PAPAS  HABEMUS

White smoke rises in the evening air;
Expectant hearts now flood St. Peter’s Square;
Perching seagull spreads its wings in flight… 
A sign of hope delivered in the blanketing dark of night!

Curious crowds in silent vigil waiting;
Spilling far beyond the sanctioned gating;
Huddling ‘neath umbrellas in the square,
Now, finally, hear the city bells declare:

“ PAPAS HABEMUS” filtering through the crowd;
Rejoicing and singing echoes forth aloud;
Dancing feet and hearts that beat anew,
At last proclaim “ sedes vacante” is through!

Our God of mystery and surprise
Now gently places, ‘fore all seeking eyes,
His chosen one, to lead us in the Way;
To shine His Light ‘pon seeking hearts today!

A man of humble stature greets the crowd;
His voice is heard in gentle form, yet loud;
His prayer reflects compassion’s loving face,
For in his heart the poor have claimed a sacred space!

He will not dawn those royal shoes of red,
But wear mere casuals, instead,
As he walks among God’s people in their need,
Addressing issues bred of selfishness and greed!

A simple life, no pomp, nor grand array
Will guide the natural order of his day!
In Jesus’ footsteps, he shall surely trod,
To turn all peoples t’ward their loving God!

Pope Francis humbly claims his name of grace!
Perhaps he’s come as cleansing reign upon the
church’s sullied face!
To seek and discern in the here and now;
To form rich furrows with his plow!

Dawning valuable tools of Ignatian descent,
Sifting spirits and mending what’s sorely rent,
He’ll lead with love while sparing the rod,
For the greater honour and glory of God!

                  Sandy Mudge  ( March, 2013)

The election of our new Pope Frances is a
wondrous event in the life our Church that
continues to breathe the renewal of virtuous
hope.  Frances our Pope is very revealing as
he models a Christian witness akin to the
great Italian Saint Frances Assisi, friend of
Christ Poor; friend of voiceless, alienated, and
powerless persons worldwide.  This reality
delights me and moreso than the Pope's
undeniable identity as a member of the
Society of Jesus.

Is it not time for we Christians to fashion
ourselves according to the values of Christ's
Beatitudes that are first based on 'spiritual
poverty'?  Is not the first spiritual axiom of
our Ignatian Spirituality simply and
undeniably that 'all is gift given by our
incarnated God who is unconditional love,
loving us'?

“poverty of spirit is an emptying of self so that God can fill us with life and love.” 
from The Ignatian Adventure by Kevin O’Brien, SJ.



QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE MEDAL AWARDED TO PAM DAIGLE

At the CLC World Day of Prayer in Fredericton on March 23rd, Lt. Gov. Graydon Nicholas announced
the awarding of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal to Pam Daigle for her contributions in the improvement
of lives of individuals and communities through the ministry she renders.  Her Honour Beth Nicholas read
the citation as His Honour presented the medal. 

The following is the  comment from His Honour Graydon Nicholas:
“The Government of Canada decided to

award 60, 000 Diamond Jubilee medals to  worthy
Canadians to mark the 60th Anniversary of Her
Majesty’s Ascension to the Throne [1952]. Her
Majesty indicated upon her speech that citizens of
the Commonwealth should strive to help others
and not necessarily for reward or recognition.

As Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick,
I had the privilege to nominate 51 persons to the
Governor General of Canada, His Excellency,
David Johnson. The Governor General accepted
my nominations. I wanted to have persons who
have made contributions to improve the lives of
individuals, communities and organizations in NB
in the areas of art, music, volunteering, education,
recreation, elders, spiritual development,
community service, public service and health to be
recognized. 

Pam Daigle was a recipient that symbolized what one person can achieve by her dedicated service
in developing spiritual programs and processes to improve the faith of many in our Province. She worked
tirelessly with others in a collaborative way to teach, educate and develop their gifts and talents so others
could walk closer with Jesus. She helped to establish Spiritual Guides and Christian Life Communities to have
persons experience Ignatian Spirituality. She was involved in Silent Retreats, Spiritual Direction, Parish
Retreats and workshops. Her dedicated service gave confidence to many others who were inspired to follow
in her footsteps.

It was my privilege to be the person to award her this special medal on March 23, 2013 at Government
House. She is a most worthy, humble recipient in our Province. I am grateful that she accepted it from me.”

submitted by Jocelyn Weirathmuller, Living Water;  picture by Lin Blackmore, River of Life

“All of us are called to “poverty of spirit,” or spiritual

poverty, which describes a stance of utter dependence

before God, not in any demeaning, servile sense, but in the

sense of the Principle and Foundation: God is God, and we

are creatures created to praise, love, and serve God. Before

all else, we depend on God for our happiness and

fulfillment. While we are grateful for our talents, abilities, 

wealth, and achievements, we are free enough to offer

them to the service of God and others and to let go of

them when they get in the way of that self-giving.In

short, poverty of spirit is an emptying of self so that God

can fill us with life and love. Our prayer helps us grow in

spiritual poverty and freedom. Christ is the model of

spiritual poverty par excellence.”

 Kevin OBrien, SJ,The Ignatian Adventure

Humility is perfect when caused by God alone.  Humility is nothing more than an awareness of oneself
as one really is.  And surely, anyone seeing himself for what he really is, must be truely humble.  The
cause of humility is the superabundant love and worth of God himself; all nature trembles, all scholars
are fools, all saints and angels blind in the face of it.  Often a soul which is still in his mortal body will

find his longing for God so increases, by God’s grace, that, suddenly he becomes oblivious of himself,
and not dwelling on whether he has been good or bad.  During this time he is perfectly humbled, for he



CLC WORLD DAY of PRAYER 
ON PEI

The CLC on PEI, Ixthus and Companions on
the Way, came together on March 26th to pray, to
remember, to dialogue and to celebrate the 2013 CLC
World Day of Prayer and the 450th Anniversary of CLC.

The day began at 10:00 am  with an opening
prayer ritual that helped us focus on the “raison
d’etre” of CLC – a discerning community for mission.
The following prayer laid the foundation for what was
to follow:

Lord teach us to be generous
Teach us to serve you as you deserve,

To give and not count the cost,
To fight and not heed the wounds,

To toil and not seek for rest,
To labour and not ask for reward, 

save that of knowing we do your will. Amen    

The first “remembering” was looking at CLC
Graced History guided by the quote: Life is
understood by looking back but lived by looking
forward.

Through a power point presentation and a
DVD of CLC history, we were reminded of the pillars
of CLC. Just as the purpose for a plant’s roots and
stem finds its fullness in the flower, so too the
purpose for CLC’s rootedness in the Spiritual
Exercises, lived out in a lay discerning community,
finds fullness in mission.

Tools, such as the DSSE process, utilizes the
Criteria for Mission and Social Analysis
methodologies in aiding and refining our
understanding of CLC Prophetic Mission.

Specifically, CLC mission is guided by an
understanding of the Magis imperative which is about
setting the bar higher not lower. 
!!!! Magis is about viewing all the good things in

a specific field of concern and choosing that
which is the greater good, 

!!!! Magis as about that which will have the
greater far reaching affect, 

!!!! Magis is about aiming towards impacting
more people, 

!!!! Magis is about addressing the most urgent
need, 

!!!! Magis also calls us to go where others prefer
not to be.

Social analysis helps us to understand and how to
discern the Magis.

The CLC members were familiar with Projects
#154, reminding the world community of the
upcoming CLC World General Assembly 2013 in
Lebanon, and about CLC as a lay apostolic
community. 

Two  pertinent excerpts were extracted
from Projects #154 which framed the next stage in
our conversation:

1. “Vision is about identity and this forms both our
mission and how we engage in it.”

2, “What is our distinction as a lay Apostolic
Body?”  

First: Deepening familiarity with CLC identity, as
reflected in the CLC General Principles, deserves
ongoing repetition. Unless we have some common
deep understanding of who we are, we certainly
won’t understand the where, the why and the how
of our going.

The world Ecclesiastical Assistant, Fr.
Nicolas’ challenge to CLC in Fatima was to be
prophetic. He called us “to listen with the ears of
Christ, to see with the eyes of Christ and to feel
with the heart of Christ”. Thus, the starting point
for mission may well be deeply understood at the
foot of the cross pondering the love that moves
one to freely give the self for the sake of the other.
Focusing on Jesus, learning from Jesus …LOVE is
the alpha and omega of mission. It is in this vision
of availability for mission that CLC is called
to…not our will but God’s desire for us for the
world. The vision of mission, for CLC, ought to be
rooted in the kind of love that reached perfection,
in this life, in Christ on the cross. 

Second: The challenge was to answer the question
about how CLC is distinctive. 

It became clear that, generally, CLC does
not have a common understanding of what
mission is, or means. The term “mission” has
become synonymous with ministry, charity, and
apostolic action and understood to encompass a
plethora of activities such as formation,
evangelization, charity, leadership, justice, making
money, pastoral pursuits, and even building a
boat. 



A time limitation allowed for only a brief foray
into exploring the meaning and relationship between:

Ministry and Mission
Charity and Mission

Apostolic initiatives and Mission
Justice and Charity  

To deepen our understanding of prophetic
mission that is distinctively CLC requires further
exploration of the similarity, relationship and
differences (if any) in the use and meaning of the
words used. 

The work in triads resulted in defining the
ways in which CLC is a distinct lay apostolic body
and identified areas that warranted further attention.
The following is a synthesis of the materials gathered
from four discussion groups (as recorded on
newsprint):

CLC is a distinct lay apostolic body because of:
• its vocational aspect
• the Spiritual Exercises
• the P&F
• use of the DSSE process
• use of the LDR cycle
• the challenge to social structures
• the ability to empower others
• it reaches consensus in decision-making
• of empathic listening making us one body in

mission
• being in touch with the movement of spirits

(active listening)

What more ought we to do?
· pray and discern the deeper meaning of how

we can grow as a lay apostolic body
· pray for the World General Assembly
· deepen the quality of living out our CLC

vocation
· going outside our groups in collaboration
· share our experiences
· understand what it means to find/see God in

all things (i.e. such as war)
· explore what it means to be prophetic

•••• how to set others (ourselves) on fire

The closing prayer ritual reminded us of the
gratitude owed to the Creator of the world; the gift
of God unfolding in each season. Bread and water
reminded us of the generosity of God and our call
to be the flowering of that generosity in our world.
Each was given a seedling and a flower as a
reminder of this CLC World Day of Prayer.
 
We brought our day to a close with a COMMUNAL
AWARENESS exercise.

Leah Michaud, Ixthus

“The first law of giving is of the Spirit world.  Give

to all you meet, or whose lives touch yours, of your

prayers, your time, yourselves, your love, your

thought.  You must practice this giving first.

Then give of the world’s goods and money,

as you have them given to you.  To give money and

material things, without having first made the

habit daily, hourly, ever increasingly, of giving on

the higher plane, is wrong.

Give, give, give  all your best to all who

need it.

Be great givers – great givers.  Give as I

said My Father in Heaven gives.  He who makes

His sun to shine on the evil and on the good, and

sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Remember, as I have told you before, give

according to need, never according to desert.  In

giving, with the thought of supplying a real need,

you most closely resemble that Father in Heaven

the Great Giver.

As you receive, you must supply the needs

of those I bring to you.  Not questioning, not

limiting.  Their nearness to you, their relationship,

must never count.  Only their need is to guide you. 

Pray to become great givers.”

Taken from “God Calling”, prepared for publication

by A.J.Russell , written by two (anonymous) women

sharing messages from God, the Great Companion

and Guide: December 5, “Law of Supply”



CLC World Day of Prayer 
Fredericton, NB

Joy-filled smiles and warm embraces filled the
room as 17 members of the Fredericton area New
Brunswick CLCs greeted one another at Old
Government House, home of Graydon Nicholas and
Beth Nicholas (River of Life) on March 23, 2013. Four
communities were represented: River of Life, New
Brunswick (6); Our Lady’s Circle, Nackawic (3); Living
Water, Fredericton (4); JOY, Fredericton (4).  Pam
Daigle and Graydon Nicholas (River of Life) were the
organizers for the Fredericton gathering as well as the
process leaders for the day.  Pam was the acting
Guide. 
 In solidarity with others gathered in the CLC
worldwide community, we met to celebrate World CLC

Day 2013 not only as a yearly event but as one of great
significance in the history of CLC - the 450th
anniversary of the founding of lay Ignatian
communities.  It also marked the beginning of the
jubilee year during which – among other events
worldwide – the CLC World Assembly in Lebanon will
take place.  The meeting environment  - a river of blue
cloth leading to and from a large world globe revealed
the beginnings of our history, key moments along our
path, and highlighted our last four World Assemblies.
We began our communal prayer with a shared reading
of our Lebanon World Assembly Prayer. 

Armed with prayer periods spent on material,
specifically prepared by the N.B.Guide Community
based on the dense Project 154, participants grappled
with how the Spirit might be opening up more deeply
the Word of the Spirit for CLC to be that fire on earth
as a lay apostolic body.  How might we, as CLC, be
more deeply recognized as “A Work of God” (the
theme for World CLC Day 2013).  Pam Daigle reminded
the gathering of CLC’s call to be prophetic and how
“every true prophet must have signs or wonders
worked in God’s name to be recognized.” (John 2:11)

We asked for the grace to discern how we can
be more fully a lay apostolic body. The afternoon was

then divided into three parts.  
The first part was a response to Project 154

and CLC Identity.  In particular, “How is CLC
recognizable as a ‘Work of God’?  Participants
gathered in triads with the scripture from John
5:17-20, “My Father is still working and so am I,” and
the further question, “How do people see us from the
outside-in?”   

The responses included a clear sense of the
scripture verse being heard as we remain faithful to
our call to attend meetings regularly as community;
meet with a spiritual director; attend gatherings such
as World CLC Day, assemblies, retreats;  collaborate
with each other in preparing for retreats, info
sessions, etc.;  going to Church despite opposition
or criticism from family and friends; etc.  We become
a clear sign of God being alive and at work through
us and in us in our purposeful and open use of
discernment – personally and communally; in our
active seeking for personal growth through the use
of spiritual direction, regular prayer, the spiritual
exercises; in the evidence of personal growth such
as in the courage to participate actively in parish life
and liturgy (e.g. lector), in facing life’s challenges
with faith, in our becoming more and more authentic
witnesses of the Gospel [Christ among us].

The humble, discerned resignation of Pope
Benedict and the election of Pope Francis, a humble
man, is a sign of God working in our midst –
affirming Jesuit spirituality.  As members of CLC,
this is a sign of hope for us. There was an awareness
of need to be more conscious of our connection as
a world body with other communities around the
world.

Backed by a sense of CLC grappling with
mission, one member was struck by the words
“vision has to do with identity (with who we are)”
and it is this identity “that informs our mission”.
Just as our personal names bear great meaning in
who we are, the name “Christian Life Community” –
bears great meaning in our identity as a worldwide
community.  It is a name God gave us from before
CLC even existed.  In our search for Mission, it is
thus important to bring this to prayer and consider:
What does “Christian” mean?  What does “Life”
mean?  What does “Community” mean?  An obvious
meaning of CHRISTIAN is a follower of Christ …
corroborating the statement in Project 154 that CLC
is centered on the Eucharist.  LIFE, what could it
mean?  Jesus came to bring us life to the full.  How
are we called to be life-giving?  How do we in turn
bring that life Jesus brings us, to cells of His
mystical body?  COMMUNITY, what could it mean?
A greater understanding of growing in union with
others in CLC, etc.  

Part I closed with Pam as Guide sharing her
observations. “A common thread ran through the



sharing that God is still at work (Jn 5:17-20).  There
was much energy felt and seen not only in the
awareness but also in the naming of the way you live
your lives, how you are called to be in the world as
life-giving witnesses.  There is a great sense of God
saying that He is at work and we see Him at work in us
and a sense that the Spirit is encouraging us to keep
on the path.”  Graydon then invited the group to sing,
“We Praise You O Lord.”

After a 15 minute break and social, Pam
introduced Part II, Vocation And Call by presenting the
Discovery Dynamic - a circle with identity, vocation,
and mission as three points on the rim.  It is a
depiction of the ever deepening growth possible in any
apostolic group as one point leads to the next in a
never-ending circle of deepening discovery.   

Referring back to what was opened up in Part
I with regard to the name, Christian Life Community,
Pam said that identity is how God sees us and knows
us – whether on a corporate or personal level.  We
come to learn our deeper identity as God reveals to us
the name of grace by which He calls us.(Is 43:1) In
revealing our name/our identity, God then calls us to a
way of life or vocation, an intimate place of being with
Christ.  It is from this place that He calls us ‘naturally’
to go with Him on mission.  The journey through the
circle is thus begun again.  In living out one’s mission,
one comes to a deeper understanding of one’s
self/identity in God which then leads to a deeper
understanding/unfolding of the meaning and the living
out of one’s vocation and mission.  

“Christian Life Community”, the name of grace
first given by the Spirit to this Spirit-led worldwide lay
Ignatian community in 1967 has something to do with
our CLC identity.  Pam also recalled last year’s WCLC
Day where, with Project 143, we re-examined our
identity in terms of what defines us as CLC-
Spirituality, Community, Mission.  Our Spirituality is
Ignatian: we live this discerning way of life in
community, and we live to be on Mission with Christ.
Living out our identity in terms of our name of grace
and the CSM, we come to a deeper understanding of
our Vocation and our Mission in and with Christ as we
move through the circle of ever deepening discovery.

Referring to an excerpt of Project 154,
“Personal vocations are flavored by our participation
in the various communities of which we are a part,”
Pam added that one of these communities is CLC. 
Participants were then asked to reflect back on the
fruit of their prayer on the following questions taken
from the prayer material, before breaking out into
groups:  a) “How have I been shaped in my personal
vocation by belonging to CLC?”;  “How have I helped
shape CLC (my own community or the broader
CLC)?”; and b)“To what extent has practicing DSSE at
a local or personal level assisted this shaping?”  

To illustrate the last task our process leader

used a sample drawing of her home community,
River of Life, to explain how they saw themselves
from their last CLC meeting’s reflections with
Projects 154 …  they are pictured in a canoe.  They
are on the move, with Jesus leading them.  There is
high energy.  Their mouth is their greatest gift –
teaching, speaking, facilitating.  They process ideas
together.   Heart pumps blood which rushes through
veins going to their mouth and feet.  Their feet are
not on solid ground yet.  They are sitting in the boat
but haven’t stepped out of the boat.  The Lightning
bolt is the energy which is moving them through the
cross.  Amidst laughter, Pam told her audience that
although funny, symbolic consciousness reveals
more than just words.  

After the breakout groups returned to the
large group, feedback Images were shared.
Drawings and explanations drew laughter from those
gathered; but, at the same time, there was awe in
recognition.

Group 1:Combined 3 shapes- arrow, fluid
shape, energy (lightning bolt). The image spoke of
fluidity and flexibility with a desire to move forward
through the energy that has been instilled in us
through God’s grace.

Group 2 shared two images. a) Concentric
circles which are rings on a tree - NB groups are at
different levels and different stages.  Christ’s energy
radiates from us into others. There is a ripple effect.
b) Fluid shape – a painter’s palette – on which there
are many colours.  God chooses us as colours with
which to paint His creation and to paint us.  “We
(CLC) are God’s work of art.”

Group 3: We are on a boat in deep water.
Some are sitting with their feet in a puddle, holding
on to the sides of the boat for dear life and just
watching what is happening; not ready to make a
move.  Others have been struck by a lightning bolt –
the Holy Spirit, opening up the lightbulb of
understanding, courage, inspiration, and freedom.
These are starting to respond to Christ’s call to
service as they move out of the boat onto the water
in trust, although one foot is still in the boat.  

Focus Question: “Where do you sense your
regional community needs to put more effort [in
terms of CLC living out its vocation]”? To introduce
the focus question, Graydon read an excerpt from
the prepared Spiritual Exercises (an adaptation of
what was in Project 154):  “Some characteristics of
CLC living out its vocation as a Lay Apostolic Body
are related to how we act together and collaborate.
This is expressed in some of the following ways:
presence, development of group guides, leadership
roles, DSSE way of discerning decisions, financial
co-responsibility, simplicity of lifestyle, apostolic
initiatives, advocacy…”

After a brief time of reflection, the responses



were as follows:
 - A need for more development of group guides in our
region (can’t start more groups without guides in
place)
- Apostolic initiatives – advocacy – some areas of
concrete action in terms of mission
- More people to step forward into leadership roles.  -
Simplicity of lifestyle – I’d like to hear more from those
who have adopted that. The ability to use the
resources of the entire group in order to pitch a
passion … a thought for an apostolic mission … pitch
that and get feedback through discernment.
- There is a need to grow in all areas … especially
financial co-responsibility.  There is a cost to
discipleship … need to discern where to better use
gifts and talents for the benefit of community.
- Filter down the learning from the Regional Council
Meetings to the communities.
- That the circle Pam showed us become part of our
awareness as community … so we don’t remain static
… so there is movement towards a deepening
understanding of identity, vocation, mission.

Guide’s Comments: There was a seriousness and
much meaning in the midst of light and laughter.  I was
struck by the grasp of the characteristics that really
shape us.  What was said about the regional
community effort is important for Yves to hear.  This
will be captured and sent to the national – forming part
of a collage from across the country … allowing us a
perception of where we are to put more effort.  I hear
the need for more guides, more openness to
leadership … more serious focus to hearing God say
come this way … you have a gift for the church. 

Part III we shared:
Evaluation:.  Participants filled in a form with what they
felt was helpful and what could be more helpful.
Appropriation: We were led to find a word or phrase to
describe a grace we received during this WDP: 
   -  We are not static people.
   -  Image of crocus breaking through the snow
   -  In and out of the circle missing some of the fun.
   -  Lightning bolt hitting the lightbulb, turning it on.
   -  Enlightenment.  Learned a lot this afternoon.
   -  Ah hah!
   -  A dove soaring into God’s hands.
   -  Identify with that because I feel hopeful.
   - Thanksgiving family gathering.
   -  A real sense of joy and excitement.
   -   Great  gratitude seeds of hope watering the         
 garden today.
   - Sense of thankfulness.
    - Image similar to person Pam drew only with arms
wrapped around all of us.
   - Encouraged.
  - The never-ending circle of discovery leading to a

deeper meaning of Identity, Vocation, and Mission
   - Loved community:a flower blooming (hand
motion).
  - More unity not just with NB groups but right up to
the world; more intimacy in relationships.
 
Closing Prayer Ritual: For the closing prayer ritual
we gathered in our home CLC groups.  Each CLC
was called forward to stand before the globe, around
which were strewn many doves.  Each dove bore the
name of a country whose CLC delegates would be
attending the World Assembly in Lebanon.  As Pam
or Graydon read a section of the World Assembly
Prayer, each member of the group picked a dove and
brought that country’s name before the Trinity as we
all sang:  “Take, O Take Them as They Are…”  When
all CLCs finished, the song, “Christ Has No Body
Now but Yours”, played while the group listened in
reflective silence.  

Pam then invited everyone to sing the
blessing song upon one member who had stepped
up to lector for the first time at her parish of St.
Francis of Assisi for the Passion Sunday service.

Jocelyn Weirathmueller (Living Water CLC

PRAYER FOR OUR 2013 WORLD
ASSEMBLY IN LEBANON

Heavenly Father, you offer us  
Jesus, your Beloved Son, and   ask
us to listen to Him. In   response to
this gift, we the members of the
Christian Life Community commit

ourselves to following Jesus more closely and
working with Him to build your Kingdom.

O Lord, our World Assembly at Lebanon is part of
a long and rich history which you have bequeathed
to us. Today, your Spirit invites us to be present at
the ever changing frontiers of faith and justice.

Relying on the intercession of the Virgin Mary Our
Lady of Lebanon and St. Ignatius, we seek to
deepen our identity and act effectively as a Lay
Apostolic Body in the Church. May your love and
grace empower us along this journey.

O God of Love, we ask your Blessings of Peace

upon the whole world and especially upon the
region of the Middle East. Illuminate the hearts of
your children; free us from all bitterness and strife;
guide our steps along the paths of Peace.

Almighty God, we entrust our CLC World Assembly
to your loving providence. Eternal Father, confirm
us. Eternal Son, confirm us, Eternal Spirit, confirm
us. Most Holy Trinity, confirm us.       Amen.



CLC WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
 Saint John, NB

On Saturday, March 23, 2013 , 15 members
in the Saint John area from five CLCs gathered at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Rothesay-
Nativity (4) Siloam (3), Potters Clay (3) Earthen
Vessel (4) Fishers of People (1)- to pray, reflect and
share on the CLC World Document “Project
154".The afternoon was prayerfully led and

facilitated by Doug Hubbard and Ruth Coleman.

We sat in a semi circle around our
environment which was placed below the crucifix.
We began with a round of sharing in triads of how
we were coming. The opening prayer was the World
Assembly Prayer for Lebanon 2013, read in four
parts, each part followed by the laying of a candle
in our environment.

The first round of sharing, after dividing us
in triads again, referred us to Project 154 and
focussed us on the question, “What would
someone looking on see CLC doing as the work of
God?” The fruit of our discussions was shared in
the large circle. 

- Went to the CLC international website and saw
where in two countries, the Congo and Kenya, CLC
met in an orphanage and shared a meal, met in the
presence of others, more than a ‘holy huddle’.
- What does mission look like? Found the
objectives challenging.
-CLC Club, my world doesn’t know what CLC is.
Maybe we can invite others ...
- Commitment to community, it’s the commitment.
- If we model ourselves after Christ, what does that
look like in the world?
- The Spirit seems to be strengthening this desire to
move out. Where are we called to be, energy taking
hold in a new way. The need is there for all people
of goodwill, moving out.
- Pope Francis, a Jesuit, great sense of hope in our
midst. Palm Sunday, both Pope Francis and the

Arch Bishop of the Church of England, both
intimately connected with suffering, called to
mission, intimacy to the poor. 
- Pope was a surprise! Living out a spirituality,
intimately connected to suffering.

The second round of sharing after dividing
us into small groups, asked us to “draw or use an
image to describe how we have been shaped, how
we helped shape CLC and how DSSE has assisted
in this shaping.”

Shared drawings in the large group:
-Awareness of a sense of mission and an apostolic
call, moving us more fully into our CLC identity. - -
The Atlantic communal discernment process is
drawing us forward.
- Christ centered circle, with openings to shine out
and for people to enter.
- Lightning bolt, power and impact in the world,
counter culture.
- Blob, we shape our community and our
community shapes us. We are open to how DSSE
and God, shapes us as servants in the world.
- Open circle, be more open, a circle, we are in
movement. DSSE takes us forward. Movement
forward; may be a klunk klunk; can be
complicated.
- Called to the circle, open, solidarity, ecclesial, a
new quality, movement outward into the world.

A third round of sharing within our own
CLC groups, focused on the question, “Where do
you sense your Atlantic community needs to put
more effort?”. The fruit of this discussion was
shared in the large group.

- We need a common mission statement that
defines CLC. Will help to promote CLC. Promote
the Canadian website.
- Collaborative apostolic action, we don’t identify
with that. Communities could communicate their
apostolic actions with each other.
-  Create a gifts inventory and an apostolic desires
inventory. How to give people a step to start.
-  If we had an awareness of other groups apostolic
actions and missions, we could pray for them.
- Need for more guides. More support maybe
available via internet.
-  DSSE, stronger in discern and send, need more
strength in support and evaluate..
- Raise our understanding around financial
commitment. Understanding what it means to be
community. Financial support, see it as mission.

At the conclusion of our gathering, we were asked
to gather the graces we received and we were each



given a link and asked the question, “What am I
taking with me today that will help me or my own
CLC group move forward?”

-  New life, I come to bring you new life, life to the
fullest.
-  Connection, I am. 
- Jesus appearing to the disciples in the upper room,
a new energy to move forward in a new way. 
-  A greater deepening of CLC identity. 
Image of taking His apostles, teaching them they are
the salt and light of the earth. 
-  Scripture, that I may know Him, the stumbling
Jesus, moving forward, klunk, klunk, in the moving
forward.
-  CLC’ers evolving.
-  Greater appreciation for all the parts of the body  -
The potter’s wheel.
- There is unity in diversity, image of the Trinity.
-  Fun, focussing images of who we are called to be.
-  Deeper vulnerability.
-  Hope and inspiration.
-  The common thread, to help the suffering.

Following each person’s sharing, they joined their link
to another to form a chain in the environment.
These links chained together signified our
commitment to solidarity with the Atlantic Region,
National and World CLCs.    Submitted by Linda Adams

ON THE BOOKSHELF
Authors of particular Interest:

Thomas Green, SJ Henri J M Nouwen
Joyce Rupp Richard Rohr
Macarina Wiederkehr John Wickham, SJ.
Robert J. Wicks Thomas Keating
Maureen Conroy, RSM Thomas Moore
Margaret Silf Willaim A Barry, SJ
David Fleming, SJ Jules J Toner, SJ
John J. English, SJ Thomas Merton
Jean Vanier Jean-Marc Laporte, S.J.

Latest Books recommended:  Just Call me Lopez by Margaret Silf
Charged with Grandeur edited by Jim Manney
The Ignatian Adventure by Kevin O’Brien, SJ

Books for the Spiritual Exercises: Draw Me into Your Friendship by David L Fleming, SJ
The Ignatian Adventure by Kevin O’Brian
Retreat in the Real World by Alexander,SJ; Waldron; Gillick,SJ

Internet Sites: www.christianlifecommunity.ca http://www.jesuitspirit.ca/

http://www.ronrolheiser.com/ http://www.jesuits.ca/orientations/

http://www.cvx-clc.net/ http://www.sacredspace.ie/

       “Be in the world, 
                  but not of the world!" 

In the 16th century, Ignatius of Loyola
looked at the church and thought a new
maturity was needed. He founded the
Jesuits in response. We need a vision that
holds in proper tension our love for the
world and our love for God. One may not
be sacrificed for the other; they must be
brought into proper relation. The world
needs mature Christians who, like Jesus,
have the strength to walk inside the world,
right inside the chaos of sin itself, without
sinning themselves. Like the young men
in the Book of Daniel, Christians must be
able walk around inside the flames
without being consumed themselves,
safe, singing sacred songs in the heart of
the blaze. 

Ron Rolheiser,Column Archive 2005-06-06



WHATWHAT  CANCAN  II  TELLTELL  YOU?YOU? Here

I am participating in the Spiritual Exercises of St.

Ignatius through the online retreat offered by

Creighton University. Consider my stance -

resistant! This journey continues following a

lengthy discernment by our Circle. Last year we

journeyed faithfully under the guidance of our

Group Guide, Graydon Nicholas. The decision was

to move forward, to begin…

How is it you might ask? The material/resource is

well prepared with our text “Retreat in the Real

World ~ Finding Intimacy with God Wherever You

Are” and online resources available each week to

extend prayerful experience. As well, we have the

support of one another and our group leaders Pat

Lawson and Francois Thebeau who bring to our

Circle their grace and experience.

We are journeying at Week 12. Our Circle has a

rather transient membership but we have not been

held back by our jaunts away for extended periods

and thanks to SKYPE we connect every 2 weeks to

gather and share. Our Group Guide, Graydon

Nicholas has been able to join us most evenings, his

offerings provide wisdom and direction ~ we are

blessed.

We journey…as part of our retreat experience we

have each been called to meet with a Spiritual

Guide. This was not a new experience for me;

however, I too was hesitant about who to meet with

but time and space provided.

I can tell you our Circle has grown, I have grown,

new understandings of graced history, sinful

patterns, attachments, indifference of the heart, etc.

Some journal entries:  

Dec. 5th “taking the retreat is developing my

awareness of how I respond to daily life

circumstances/situations….............this awareness

empowers me/provides the opportunity to see are

my responses, thoughts, words, actions, are they

God based, kingdom building or otherwise.

Limitations – we all have them but how we embrace

them determines if they free us or bind us.” 

Dec. 15th “we must become the embrace of Christ,

the suave of healing in our world and daily living.”

Jan 22nd “awareness - my path through discernment

of whether we as a group would take/make  the

Spiritual Exercises was taken to assist my members

whom I love dearly…and look at where I have come

~ motivated by love and open to God’s word and

presence, such a joyous blessing is being bestowed

upon me and I am delighted and filled with gratitude.

Amen today, Amen”

What can I say to you except this is God’s work

being done in God’s time and I am blessed.

Deborah Albert, Our Lady’s Circle

He invited me

I did not knock

He beckoned me

I turned away

He nudged me as he opened the door

I peered inside as never before.

He washed away all I had to fear.

My eyes were opened, my heart was clear.

He invited me

I went inside

He beckoned me

I was opened wide, deeper still.

He nudged me closer again

I’ve learned a lot some things new,

many I had hidden too.

You comforted me and we embraced

You see the joy upon my face

We walk together hand in hand

No it’s not easy (this is true)

But the faithfulness of God 

will see me through.
D.A.  2013      



PSALM OF GRATITUDE

Lord you are my Rock, 

the solid ground beneath my feet.

You are my strength, my shield, 

my protector and my deliverer.

You gave me the very breathe of life.

What plans you have for me

were made before you knit me together

in my mother’s womb.

The words I have to thank you

for all you have given 

do not seem to be enough.

I rejoice at your splendor 

and bow down in amazement 

at your creation.

I am humbled to know 

that all is gift from you.

I thank you for my life, 

the people you have set in my path 

and all the gifts and talents 

you have bestowed upon me.

Let my every thought, 

word and action

be a reflection of your love 

and care for me.

Let your love flow through me 

and use me as your instrument here on earth 

to show your mercy and forgiveness

to others most in need.

                                        Karen Reeves, OLC

RETREATS      

In the GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

COMMUNITY approved by the General Assembly on

September 7th, 1990 and Confirmed by the Holy See on

December 3rd, 1990, the following is stated in Article #12:

12. Way of Life

a) The way of life of Christian Life Community

commits its members, with the help of the community, to

strive for a continuing personal and social growth which

is spiritual, human and apostolic. In practice this involves

participation in the Eucharist whenever possible; an

active sacramental life; daily practice of personal prayer,

especially that based on Sacred Scripture; discernment by

means of a daily review of one's life and, if possible,

regular spiritual direction; an annual interior renewal in

accordance with the sources of our spirituality; and a love

for the Mother of God. 

An annual retreat is encouraged for all CLCers either

individually or as a community. The Jesuit Center

www.jesuitspirit.ca  has a number of retreat options, 

as does the Villa Madonna www.villamadonna.ca

5 – Day Silent Directed Retreat
Villa Madonna Retreat House

Rothesay, NB

Monday, June 10th (1:00 PM) to Friday June 14th (1:00
PM), 2013

 This retreat is for those seeking an extended retreat time

in an atmosphere of silence. It includes daily meetings with

a director and a daily Eucharist.

Directors: Earl Smith, SJ; Bill Brennan; Pam Daigle;

Heather McFarlane; Doug Hubbard;Charlena Keenan

Bourque and Betty Poley

Cost:             $75.00 registration (non-refundable after

registration)     $300.00 upon arrival

    Register:  Doug Hubbard, hubfam@nbnet.nb.ca , 

5 Stevens Ct. 

Grand Bay-Westfield, NB E5K 1Z3



Note from the Editor:

The Colloquy is an excellent ‘tool’ used to keep our Atlantic CLC Family in touch
twice a year with happenings in our communities and sharing spirituality, missions,
formation, celebrations, times of growth and growth pains, times of consolations
and perhaps ‘hard’ consolations. 

I have enjoyed editing the Colloquy these past three years.   CLCers and their
communities have been very generous in submitting articles, pictures, poems and
sharing the news of their CLCs.  In fact, some might say too generous as a few
commented that the Colloquy had so many pages!           

This Spring 2013 Colloquy will be the last publication for me to edit and I thank you
for taking the time to be part of this process of keeping our Atlantic Region such a
sharing and informed entity!  l do look forward to the fall edition under your new
Publication Coordinator!

And we have great news! Sandy Mudge, Fishers of People,  has discerned a ‘YES”
to becoming the next Colloquy Editor and member of Exco!  I thank God for the gift
of Sandy and for  Sandy’s sharing of her gifts for the Glory of God in the Atlantic
Region!

With gratitude to our generous Creator,CLC Atlantic Region, and Sandy Mudge, FP.

AMDG , Pat Lawson, OLC

G
erri Tingly, our Atlantic Representative to National, brings us  the
invitation from National to be part of a new initiative to change the way 
CLC publishes their newsletter.  If we agree, members would have

access to an electronic newsletter which would come directly to their email
address!  Rather than having the document as a whole, just pieces of it are
exposed and it’s up to the receiver if they want to read more. If we accept the
invitation, our Atlantic region is requested to submit $7 per member.  This is a

one time cost, no further cost once the e-newletter is set up..specifically for
you in CLC!
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