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ALLELUIA!     ALLELUIA!

Peter and the apostles did not want Jesus to
wash their feet.  But Jesus insisted.  They had
to submit, humble themselves to allow Jesus to
serve them.  Did not Jesus humbly submit to
His Father’s will?  Did not His Father serve
Jesus by giving Him the strength, the courage,
the will to accomplish His mission?  We must
let Jesus wash our feet.  We must submit to His
goodness, humbly submit to His loving power
and allow Him to serve us, help us, give us the
gifts and graces we need to work in, with and
through Him.  The Risen Lord wants to serve
us.  And we  say ‘yes’ to His gift of strength,
courage and will!

From the articles and pictures submitted in this issue, it is very apparent that CLC is on the move in
Atlantic Canada.  We thank the Risen Lord for his Guiding Spirit in all our endeavours - spiritually,
communally and as apostles in training for Christ’s continuing mission.  We are striving to be saints -
the best version of ourselves personally and as communities.  This is the litugical season when we learn
from the Acts of the Apostles how to BE apostles and from the New Testament resurrection readings
how to LOVE like the Risen Lord.  Did He not appear in the garden by the tomb, the locked room, on the
road with travelers, and on the sea shore and greet everyone with peace, love, friendship, concern?  And
did not doubt, shame and guilt melt away as His followers felt His radiant, glorious love?   Indeed, we
are loved and honoured and ever so gently invited into His love.  How the Risen Lord serves us and
washes our feet!  Let us humbly submit and invite the Lord to grow in us as we grow in Him.  We thank
all group guides, coordinators and contact people, our elders and all who offer formation workshops,
all who organize special gatherings such as World Day of Prayer and St. Ignatius Feast Day
Celebrations, Region Council members and all who gather together in small CLCs learning and living
our charisms and General Principles.

Continued Easter Blessings (for 50 days!) and may you see and experience many little Easters this
spring.                                                                                                            Pat Lawson, editor



CLC ATLANTIC 
Regional Coordinator’s Message

Spring 2012
“The spirituality of our Community is centered on Christ and on participation in the Paschal Mystery.”

General Principle # 5

When the New Brunswick community gathered on March 24th to reflect and share on “The Meaning of CLC
Membership” (Projects 150), the preparation material reflected some of the sources of our Spirituality: 
Sacred Scriptures and the General Principles.  As a person attempting to live the CLC way of life, I became
even more aware of the gift of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and our General Principles.  This day
of reflection brought a new clarity to my understanding of our CLC vocation and “how it disposes us to
whatever God wishes in each concrete situation of our daily life” (G.P. 5) 

During this Easter season we are very much aware that, like Christ, we will have many moments of the Life,
Death, and Resurrection cycles in our individual and communal lives.  Community is the context where we
can share these moments, grow from our mutual support, and be formed “to become more effective
apostolic witnesses” for the sake of the Kingdom.  My participation in the World CLC Day in March was a
reminder that along with Scripture and participating in the life of the Church, the General Principles can be
a daily source of reflection and formation as we journey as Christian Life Communities.

All our efforts and energies are to that end, “to become more effective apostolic witnesses” for the sake of
the Kingdom as we gather in our local groups, at the Regional level for Formation Events, Exco meetings
and Regional Council Meetings.  It expands our horizon…we become more aware that it is a collective
effort…and that we need to share the gift of CLC.

We rejoice that we have had a growth in our membership this past year.  We have lost some members due
to illness, people choosing a new path to live out their faith life and we send them with our blessing.  But
we have a number of new groups that have become part of our World community:  CLC Fredericton, Circle
of Friends in Nova Scotia.  We also have two groups in formation, one in New Brunswick and the other in
Nova Scotia.  

All of our membership will have opportunities to gather in the next few years to experience the greater
community.  The most immediate will be our Regional Council meeting to be held at Villa Madonna on May
4th and 5th.  Our dream is to have a representative from each of our communities present as we conduct the
business of our region and provide formation for our continued growth.  Other future opportunities will be
the Group Guide Formation Event in the fall, our Regional Assembly hosted by New Brunswick in 2013, as
well as the National Assembly in 2014 which will be hosted by our Region.

Please pray that as we gather, we will be open to the Spirit of God in our listening, sharing, and labouring
as “we seek to achieve unity of life in response to the call of Christ from within the world in which we live
with the fullness of our Christian faith according to our charism”. (G. P. 4)

Yves Daigle
Atlantic CLC Regional
Coordinator

  Atlantic
 Regional
Executive
Committee
  (ExCo)

Bob McDermott, Treasurer; Earl Smith, SJ, Ecclesial Assistant; Pat Lawson, Publication; Gerri Tingley, Atlantic Rep to
National; Leah Michaud, Formation; Yves Daigle, Regional Coordinator; Jane Abernathy- Parker, Secretary.



An Easter Message to Celebrate!
Earl Smith, SJ, Ecclesial Assistant

We live and die.  
Christ died and lives... 

that we may live forever!

What a wonderful God have we!
God’s son, Jesus, is our WAY, TRUTH and LIFE.
Jesus is put into a human grave but Jesus, our way, truth and life won’t stay there!  

Easter is THE event in human history that transports us beyond time and spatial realities into what is
infinite. Easter demonstrates that our lives are essentially spiritual and timeless.

In fact, with the dawning of Easter morning and the appearance of the Risen Christ everything is ultimately
life giving.  Nothing is lost, each minute of life begins all over again.  Human beings are embraced like
never before with the God’s Glory.

The holy presence of the Lord Jesus completely inebriates all. Christ is all.  Christ is in everything. (Col. 3:11b)

The Resurrection gives our life’s meaning, direction and opportunity to start over no matter what our
circumstance. The glory of God is the presence of The Lord Jesus Christ in our midst, in our lives. God is
glorified when we share the fullness of life!

We live and die; Christ died and lived...  that we may live forever!

We no longer live separate from ‘the Christ’; but rather, we live having been crucified with Him whose
humanity is our own,  that God may give to us the gift of Christ’s divine life! Indeed, we have died but in
Christ there is no death; rather, there is only life.

Let us desire this Easter ‘Magis’ for which our hearts infinitely long and only our Loving God is able to give
through that name which is above all other names, our Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.

Fr. Earl Smith, S.J. is a member of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, since 1977 and a priest since May 1987.
Earl is a native of Halifax, and a founder of Jesuit Centre of Spirituality, Halifax. He has been active as a
teacher/pastoral counsellor and retreat provider for much of his priesthood for which he has academic
credentials from various schools including University of Toronto and Loyola University, Chicago. He is a
student of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius and is active in training programs that teach others to give
retreats in the Ignatian tradition of spirituality.  Fr. Earl will be giving the following Retreat this Spring in N.B.

The Beatitudes: to the Heart of Jesus, God’s Beloved Son 

Friday Evening, May 18 -Sunday,May 20, 2012 Villa Madonna Retreat House, Rothesay, NB

This retreat aims to look at he orientation of the Beatitudes as part of the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:1-12) as direction for our own lives. The Beatitudes are values basic to our heartfelt knowledge of
Jesus as “God’s Beloved Son”. (Mark 1:11) Jesus’ identity is expressed through the Beatitudes. The gift of this
retreat is opening our eyes & hearts to the identity and values of Jesus in our own lives. 
Cost: $175.00 - A deposit of $75.00 is required by April 20th 

To register please contact: Villa Madonna Retreat House 115 Villa Madonna Rd. Rothesay, NB E2H 2X4
506-849-5125 Toll Free 866-783-3300 or Email: villa.admin@nb.aibn.com 



An Update from our Regional Representative to National
April 12, 2012

It is a wonderful day here in New Brunswick, the snow is almost gone and spring is in
the air!  As I sit looking out my window I find it hard to believe I am half way through
my first year in the position of the Atlantic Regional Representative. It has been a time
of extreme growth and stretching for me as I step out of my comfort zone for our Lord
and Savior. I continue to be amazed and humbled at the great works being done by
God through the most awesome CLCers in our great nation.

I have attended several meetings with our General Council and two Working Groups
(Communications and the Constitution) via Skype. I look forward to my first Face to
Face General Council meeting this September in Ontario. I also attend meetings with
our Atlantic ExCo and Atlantic Regional Council. God is always there with me as I learn
from the gentle patience of those around me.

I would like to thank you, the members of the Atlantic Region, for your generous support recently for the Home
in Rome project. Thank you!

By now everyone should have received the President’s Letter with some financial updates. If you have not,
please contact me.

 The amendments for the Constitution for CLC Canada are being gathered from the communities across our
nation. You have received emails containing proposed changes plus the procedure for this process from Peter
Chouinard. The first round consultation process is to be completed by the end of June, 2012!

We are working on a possible new and improved National Website. I would ask for your prayers in this
endeavour, please.  It can’t happen without your continued support and patience!

HELP NEEDED! Manual I revision still needs help! If you are interested or know someone who might be, please
reach out. This is important work for all of CLC Canada.

A Happy Easter Season to all,
Gerri Tingley
ggting@rogers.com

SHUBENACADIE GROUP IS  LISTENING FOR GOD'S NAME FOR THEIR GROUP

It's spring and with the whisper of new life, our CLC feels called to listen for
God's name for our group. We are currently 6 women who meet every 10 days [
alternating Thursdays and Sundays] in Shubenacadie, NS.  Some of us have been
together since 2008, but members have left and others have joined. At this time, we
are reflecting on our group's history to gather a deeper understanding of where God
has been present in our journey.  The hope is that through this look back, we will see
where we are being called forward and, in the heart of that, hear our name. We will
keep you posted.

Jane

Easter Blessings,  
Jane Abernethy-Parker, Rebecca Brown, Kathryn Hughes, Barbara Isenor, Phyllis Parker, Leigh Sanford.



Welcome a New CLC Community in Atlantic Region!

In March of 2011, Living Water CLC in Fredericton, NB held
a ‘Come and See’ information Session in the Knights of
Columbus Hall on Regent Street.  As a result, four new
members with Pat Lawson as their Guide and Coordinator
continued gathering together.  As they finished the first
three sections of the Phase I Manual, they formally
requested, in January 2012,  membership in CLC Canada
and began a process to discern their community name. 
The name chosen April 16 was J.O.Y (Jesus, others,
yourselves).  A formal naming ritual will be held in the near
future.  Let us welcome J.O.Y. CLC into our Atlantic family
with grateful hearts for Living Water’s CLC holy initiative.

Lorraine Bird, Pat Lawson, Catherine Harrop, Wanda Lyons, 

Lucille Collette.  

What, where, how, why were you drawn to CLC?

After completing the Spiritual Exercises I was yearning for spiritual group companionship and a desire to be
more available for God. I attended a CLC information session and was drawn to respond.  Our CLC group is
part of my life now, a small but bonded group.  I feel accepted, loved and at times challenged. Growth,
awareness and gratitude provide such great JOY.  Lorraine

My journey with CLC began with the "Come and See" event held at the Knight's of Columbus Hall on Regent
Street. I was looking for a way to deepen my Christian faith with like-minded people, and CLC has filled that
niche for me.  Although I find it challenging at times, the group experience is always rewarding, and I look
forward to personal spiritual growth and growth as a group in perhaps finding a mission and helping to build
up the Kingdom of God. The friendship and affection of the group members has been revivifying!  Wanda

My Journey began with the " Come and See " information session in Fredericton.   I was looking for a way to
strengthen  my faith so my ‘light’ could shine brighter.  It's not easy, but  with the help of the Holy Spirit we can

be revivified!  Lucille

As with others, I felt a yearning to get closer to God, yet with all the misgivings of getting 'involved.' Would they
be radicals? Zealots? Old school? Would I feel awkward? Would I be asked to do more than I could or wanted
to give?  It was reassuring, on walking into the Knights of Columbus Hall that night of the information session,
to spot Graydon. "Ok," I thought, “They can't be all THAT crazy.” On meeting Yves and Pam, where she talked
about giving up her job, and salary, I wanted to know more. What could bring someone to that level of
confidence?  It has been an interesting journey so far.  Catherine

Our Lady’s Circle CLC and J.O.Y. CLC
gathered together in Nackawic for the
‘signing ritual’ requesting National
membership.  Notice one of OLC’s member
on computer joining us from Florida using

SKYPE!  



When in Rome.......

A letter from Louise Barton to CLCers

 On the first week of Dec 2011, my husband and I
visited Rome. We were very blessed in all that we
saw and did.  With additional special connection to
CLC, I received instructions to and we located and
visited the office of the CLC WorldSecretariat where
we were warmly welcomed by our secretary, Van
Ngyen Thi who is from Vietnam. The Executive
Secretary, Franklin Ibañez from Peru, and the
Ecclesiastical Vice Assistant, Luke Rodrigues,
S.J.were at a meeting at the Vatican so we waited.
When they arrived we had a great visit! They offered
to take us to the site of the proposed  apartment
purchase (The Rome Project) but our schedule did
not permit this.  However,  the conversation and
experiencing the cost of living in Rome certainly
made it clear the purchase would be a wise
decision.

I showed them where New Brunswick was on their
world map showing where CLCs were located.
Unfortunately they had no communities marked for
our dear NB so I  was able to inform them of our
activity here, and they assured me it would be filled
in. I left a photo of "Potter’s Clay" for them. Above
is a photo of me with the members of the Christian
Life Community World Secretariat.

On our way back to our hotel, God had another
surprise. When I looked at a street sign..and what
did it say but “Ignatio” !!! I was soooooooo excited
and knew there had to be a church and sure enough

we found it easily.  My husband and I entered and
prayed and lit a candle for CLCers.  Of course it was
a magnificent church with paintings of Ignatius
everywhere.

Again another surprise was when we were looking
for an English Mass. Found it in the  Xavier Oratory
on the same Ignatio Street (go figure) where we
were invited to stay for a most wonderful hour long
concert of musicans telling the story of archangel
Michael banishing Satan from heaven ...marvelous!!
marvelous!!

Sunday morning we attended Mass (which was like
our gatherings at Villa Madonna Retreat House) all
of us sitting on chairs and benches facing each
other on holy ground. There were announcements
which included CLC outreach programs in Africa.
We met several Canadians who were stationed in
Rome or visiting like us and a Jesuit priest who had
just finished working in Pakistan for 30 years.

We attended the Papal audience with about 3000
others and delighted to witness groups of adults
and children alike who were singing and playing
instruments..applauding our Holy Father. His
message for the day was repeated in many
languages. Tthe excitement in the area was electric.

The zillion other churches we visited were testimony
of love painted / carved or expressed in other art
forms to the Glory of God.  We visited the
catacoumbs and that visit was too short for me as I
would have lingered there longer.  However, we
were obliged to keep up with the guide in the
underground.

Rome is indeed a marvelous city.  Walking on the
history of our church beginnings, God blessed us
each day!

  
 Louise Barton, Potter’s Clay, Saint John, NB



AASEA DIRECTED RETREATS at Villa Madonna  www.aaseasaintjohn.ca

Our directed retreats are offered at Villa Madonna for groups of 20 - 30. Even though you are with
others, you live your own rhythm for prayer, rest and relaxation. We spend most of the day in silence,
simply paying attention to God. The only conversation, beyond the opening and closing sessions, is
during scheduled meetings with a spiritual director. During that time, you listen together for how
God's Spirit is leading you in prayer and life.

Our directed retreats are Ignatian in approach in that scripture is usually the primary focus for prayer,
especially prayer over the life of Christ. If you are sensing God's invitation to "come away for awhile",
a directed retreat may be for you. 

7 – Day Directed Retreat
Monday, June 11th (1:00 PM) to Sunday June 17th (1 PM), 2012

This retreat is for those seeking an extended retreat time in an atmosphere of silence. It includes daily
meetings with a director and a daily Eucharist. Directors: Halifax AASEA Jean Marc Laporte SJ; Saint John
AASEA Bill Brennan, Joan  Myers, Anne Hodd, Doug Hubbard and Betty Poley 
Cost: $75.00 registration (non-refundable after registration)   And $450.00 upon arrival

++++++++
Weekend Directed Retreat     :Nov. 23-25, 2012  www.aaseasaintjohn.ca

JESUIT CENTRE OF SPIRITUALITY  2287 Brunswick St. Halifax,NS  

MOMENT BY MOMENT: Retreat in Daily Life

This is a 33 session retreat based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, and it seeks to foster greater
spiritual freedom, deeper integration of faith in daily life, and a more orderly practice of prayer. Each week has
its own prayer experience described in a book entitled Moment by Moment, included in the course cost. There
will be a weekly meeting of about one hour at the Jesuit Spirituality Centre, facilitated by a staff member, in
which spiritual experiences of the previous week are shared and directions given for the following week. Those
interested in exploring this retreat are asked to contact the Centre as soon as possible to find out more and
to work out the best date for the weekly meetings. 1.30 pm on either Monday or Wednesday, date TBA. More
information on request. Suggested offering is $15 per session, or $350 for the whole retreat. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION Jesuit Centre of Spirituality

We have 5 experienced staff persons ready to give spiritual direction to individuals. We are ready to take on

persons without financial resources, but we would appreciate a donation of $20-25 per session when possible.

Announcement from the Jesuit Centre of Spirituality : The Jesuit Centre

of Spirituality is very pleased to announce that Pam and Yves Daigle of Grand
Bay-Westfield NB (near Saint John) will receive the 2012 Magis Award. This
fourth Magis Award is the first one given to a couple. Their union extends
beyond marriage and family to include a shared commitment to spirituality and
ministry. For many years they have been faithful members of the Christian Life
Community (CLC), and they have been formed in the ways of Ignatian spirituality.
Yves is currently the regional coordinator of the Atlantic Canada region of the
CLC. Pam is very active in the Atlantic Association for the Spiritual Exercises
Apostolate (AASEA), bringing her skills as a teacher and a facilitator to
numberless meetings and formation programmes.

This year the Award ceremony will take place at Villa Madonna in Rothesay NB (near Saint John) on November

10. There will be a mass in the late morning followed by a festive luncheon during which the award ceremony
will take place. More precise arrangements will be communicated to you in early September. Please mark that
date in your calendar if you wish to attend. If you wish to be placed on an early reservation list, please phone
us at 902-429-7344 or e-mail us at registrar@jesuitspirit.ca. This is a departure from our usual practice of
having our celebration in Halifax. It underlines the vocation of the Jesuit Centre which, based in Halifax,
extends to the three maritime provinces. 



The CLC way of life commits members to strive, with the help of the community, for a

continuing personal and social growth which is spiritual, human and apostolic.  In practice,

this means .. if possible, an annual RETREAT in accordance with our spirituality. (G..P.  # 12)

“Let Silence enter your house that you may
hear! For within your heart Love speaks.”

(Ps. 78)
My first silent, directed retreat was June 1975. 1 was
31 years old and had been invited by my friend,
Anne Marie, to join her on a retreat at Villa Madonna.
I had never been on a retreat before, and was wary
of my friend's enthusiasm and assurance that I
would love it.

I remember walking up the porch steps and being
greeted by Sr. Eileen Tobin CND who was to be our
spiritual director for the weekend. I think I missed
that part in the invitation. Spiritual director? What
was a spiritual director?  Anne Marie seemed to
know her and was eager to begin. If I had come in
my own car, I might have gone home at that point.

There were four of us on retreat together in that big,
sprawling retreat house with its long corridors, out
of bounds monastery wing, dark, transomed doors,
and furnace sounds that go bump in the night. I felt
out of place - in more ways than one.

Our suitcases hastily unpacked in our assigned
rooms, we gathered in the inner sanctum of the
Sister's quarters on the second floor. That's when I
heard that `silence would be entering our house'
that we might hear God speaking to us.  My friend
definitely did not mention this to me! I couldn't
imagine anyone being silent for a whole weekend,
not even me, quiet by nature. I got the silence in the
house bit, but I had no idea what Sr. Tobin meant by
inner silence. I wanted to run.

Each of us was given a piece of paper with an
`interview time' with Sr. Tobin for the next morning.
This made me feel even more uncomfortable. I was a
very private person. I had no idea what I could say to
her about my life with God (as she invited us to
ponder).

And I didn't.

The next morning I appeared as summoned and
found myself sitting opposite a very gentle and
attentive woman, no longer coiffed like the sisters I
grew up with, which helped. She tried to put me at
ease, but the inner knots grew tighter - especially
when she asked me, "Pam, would you like to tell me
a bit about your relationship with God?" I was totally
tongue-tied. After several minutes of agonizing
silence, I could only say, "I don't think I can, Sister." 

She seemed very respectful and accepting towards 
me and simply handed me another small piece of
paper. On it were my next interview time and the
words, 43:1- 7. I left this ten minute interview feeling
inadequate and confused.

Back to Room 202 in the East Wing. I felt restless. I
began to ponder how I had even arrived at this
place. Four months earlier I had an extraordinary
experience of God one night, one that overturned
my worldview and shifted something deep within
me. I had no idea it would lead to the Villa Madonna
that June weekend and to a second significant
encounter with the living God.. It would happen
through one line in Isaiah 43:1-7.

As I left this reverie of the past few months and
moved to the small school desk with the ink well in
the corner, a question rose within me. It caused a
swelling sensation in my heart: It also surprised me
as I was not accustomed to speaking so directly and
personally to God. I found myself interiorly saying,

"Lord, why have You done so much for me; 
why did You give me that deep experience of You?"

I then began to do what Sr. Tobin invited me to do
and searched for Isaiah 43:1-7. It took me awhile as I
was unfamiliar with the bible. Eventually I found it.
My eyes fell immediately upon verse 4:

"Because you are precious to me, 
because you are honored and I love you...”

I burst into tears, a floodgate of weeping that lasted
a long time. God speaking back to me so directly
and so personally! It was like the zing of an arrow,
and it pierced through to the prodigal part of me that
needed to come 'fully' home. I remember how I felt
wrapped in an amazing tenderness, like a mother
cradling her child or a lover enfolding his beloved. I
feel  somewhat inadequate in describing the Love
that penetrated my whole being that June afternoon
in Room 202. 

The rest is history. Now, I am the one that stands in
the foyer of Villa Madonna and greets retreatants
coming for a silent, directed retreat. And my heart
still swells with a deep knowing that the One Who
called them here will meet them - in their room, in
the chapel, in the halls, in the gathering spaces, in
the outdoor places… in the silence.

"Teach of the inward Voice, and help all generations
to listen in the Silence..."

(Ps. 78 from Psalms For Praying by Nan Merrill)
- Pam Daigle



FORMATION:New Brunswick Group Guides and Coordinators gather for a weekend of formation

Front Row, from left to right - Lorraine Bird (the new Fredericton group), Shirley McLean (Fishers of People), Paulette
Haines (Potters Clay), Sandy Mudge (Fishers of People), Marsha McIsaac (Our Lady’s Circle), Charlena Keenan-Bourque
(River of Life), Amanda Muise (Fishers of People), Betty Poley (Earthen Vessel)
Back row – left to right – David Fleming (the Saint John Group), Shawn Branch (the Saint John Group),  Doug
McFarlane, (Earthen Vessel), Lynn Basker (Living Water),  Margaret Melanson (Earthen Vessel), Linda Adams (Nativity),
Graydon Nicholas (River of Life), Sue Ogden (Fishers of People) Lin Blackmore (River of Life), Yves Daigle (Living
Water), Pam Daigle (River of Life),  and Peter Chouinard

On Friday night and Saturday February 3rd and 4th

2012, the New Brunswick Group Guides, Coordinators
and those discerning future leadership roles in their
communities gathered at the Saint John N.B. Diocesan
Centre to celebrate together who we are in CLC, to
experience peer support, consultation and ongoing
formation. We came hoping to strengthen our
leadership skills with “tools for our leadership tool
boxes.” 

Twenty of us gathered for the event facilitated by
members of the N.B. Group Guide Community. On
Friday evening Peter Chouinard led the participants in
prayer and spiritual conversation following the format
of Part 1 of a CLC gathering and everyone shared their

hopes for the weekend. The environment was lovingly
arranged by Pam and Yves Daigle with the initials of our
N.B. communities stitched on long white linen towels.
Following this, we were led through a guided reflection
on Leadership in Ministry by Betty Poley which was
adapted from the Guide-Coordinator’s Log. We were
then given an opportunity to submit ‘consultation
questions’ which were correlated overnight and ready
for a Saturday afternoon discussion. 

A handout prepared from the book Meetings Matter, was

distributed and the participants were invited to

prayerfully reflect overnight on the questions posed.

The evening closed with a gathering prayer led by



Paulette Haines of Potter’s Clay CLC remembering all

of our CLC communities.     

 

On Saturday morning the community gathered with a

round of ‘how we were coming’ followed by our

communal refrain of “Speak Lord We’re Listening”.

The community was then led through some

foundational elements of CLC through newsprint

visuals and group exchanges as Pam Daigle helped us

to reconnect with our understanding of:

!!!! The Role of the Coordinator

!!!! The 3 Pillars of CLC (Through a handout of

notes taken by B. Poley at Lois Campbell’s

2007 Atlantic Regional Assembly presentation.

!!!! The ‘emphases’ of apostolic spirituality

(Personal  prayer,  Self -Knowledge,

Discernment and Engagement with the world

!!!! The 4 expressions of Mission 

CLC meeting agenda and recap templates were

offered as tools for future consideration as a way to

‘catch the Living Word of God’ to each community.

Input on the Power Cycle as a tool of discernment and

decision-making was presented and well received.

Excerpted from the book Seasons of Strength, the 5

Faces of Power (Power On, Power Over, Power For,

Power Against and Power With) were explained as

adult strengths in maturing CLC or for any other

apostolic groups. We gathered into Dyad’s for sharing

our understanding of where we see these strengths in

our own CLC groups. We then shared in larger groups

to discuss how this might assist us in the leadership

of our communities. 

We broke bread together enjoying our ‘brown bag’

lunches and the wonderful snacks provided for

everyone. On Saturday afternoon we entered into our

Peer Consultation session based on the questions

submitted Friday evening and others collected just

before the lunch break. This was a very rich

experience of shared wisdom and clarity of our

current practices.

Looking ahead to the future towards our upcoming

World CLC Day of Prayer, Margaret Melanson,

Graydon Nicholas and Peter Chouinard announced the

possibility of hosting  two venues for communal

gatherings to share the fruit of praying with Projects

# 150 document sent by our World CLC Secretariat. It

was unanimously decided to move forward with this

initiative with six of our communities (Nativity, Earthen

Vessel, Potter’s Clay, Fishers of People, the “SJ

Group” and the new Kingston group) gathering at the

Villa Madonna Retreat Center on March 24, 2012 from 1

– 4 PM and with four of our Fredericton region

communities (Our Lady’s Circle, River of Life, Living

Water and the new Fredericton group) gathering at

Government House, through the generosity of The

Honorable Lieutenant Governor of N.B., Graydon

Nicholas.

A show of hands clearly indicated that this was

something we all wanted to participate in. In addition,

we spoke briefly about hosting an Ignatian celebration

of the gift of St. Ignatius on Saturday July 28, 2012 at

our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Rothesay N.B. (also

from 1 - 4 PM). Again there was a strong sense that this

would be the desire of the entire NB community. This

event will be held in just the one location and details will

be forwarded after our May Group Guide meeting. 

We concluded the day with our evaluation and

appropriation rounds led by Charlena Keenan-Bourque

followed by our closing prayer led by Graydon Nicholas.

There was an abundance of graces received throughout

the event and we all left energized and supported in our

roles as CLC guides and coordinators.

Many thanks to Pam Daigle, Betty Poley, Margaret

Melanson, Graydon Nicholas, Charlena Keenan-Bourque

and Peter Chouinard for their respective roles in helping

to make this event worthwhile and valuable for everyone

who attended. 

Article submitted by N.B. Group Guide Community

 and Earthen Vessel 

I suddenly saw that all the time it was not I who had been

seeking God, but God who had been seeking me. I had made

myself the centre of my own existence and had my back

turned to God. All the beauty and truth which I had

discovered had come to me as a reflection of his beauty, but

I had kept my eyes fixed on the reflection and was always

looking at myself. But God had brought me to the point at

which I was compelled to turn away from the reflection,

both of myself and of the world which could only mirror my

own image. During that night the mirror had been broken,

and I had felt abandoned because I could no longer gaze

upon the image of my own reason and the finite world which

it knew. God had brought me to my knees and made me

acknowledge my own nothingness, and out of that

knowledge I had been reborn. I was no longer the centre of

my life and therefore I could see God in everything. 

                                                                       - Bede Griffiths



What is Ignatian Spirituality?*
David Fleming, S.J.

www.loyolapress.com

All quotes [some with little grammatical edits] are
taken from David Fleming’s [little] book, What is
Ignatian Spirituality? This book has potential to
become a classic text on this subject.  It is a superb
resource on this topic for persons advanced and
beginning in their studies of Ignatian Spirituality. Its
appeal is enhanced by its brevity of 112 pages and
format which includes 19 short chapters. The
characteristics as noted in this presentation are taken
in chronological order as presented in his book.            
        Earl Smith S.J. 

Ignatius’s first principle is that all creation is a gift,
coming from God and leading towards God. [3]*

Ignatius experienced God as an intensely personal,
active, generous God, a god as love loving. God
creates, and by so doing God is actively showering
us with gifts. [8]

Ignatius offers a vision of God for our hearts, not
our minds. We can understand a great many things
but this does not affect the way we live our lives.
Life’s goal is a response of the heart, which truly
changes the whole person. [16-17]

Ignatian Spirituality teaches us to discern the
footprints of God in our own experience. It helps
us to sift through our memories, to find God in the
present moment – in relationships, challenges,
frustrations, and feelings that we are experiencing
today. The examen is an indispensible tool to
realize the purpose of the Spiritual Exercises – to
detect God’s presence and to discern his will
through close attention to the subtle interior
movements of God’s spirit. [20-21]

Sin is a failure to grasp God’s gift of our
unconditional belovedness… what God is doing for
us.  Sin is lack of gratitude.  Sin is a choice to love
something [created] that we put in the place of God
who is love, loving. [Paraphrased, 28-29]

The magis is ‘our’ response to God’s unconditional
love for us. More is the magis of Ignatian
Spirituality – the aspiration to always give in
service for the greater glory of God. Magis is
restlessness in service, an ambition to maintain
high standards of performance, a desire to conquer
new frontiers.

The Ignatian emphasis on a media God recognizes
that God is present in his creation and uses all
aspects of creation to speak to us.  All the things of
this world are here so we might recognize that God

is found, finding us in the common ordinary things of our
life.  God is NOT absent but we are too busy and self
focused to notice him. [45-46]

Conversa means “a dealing with”, “an interacting with”,
“as well as “a conversing with” or “talking with”.  We are
to be in loving relationship with the Lord. [49]

We are encouraged to see things from God’s perspective!
This is made possible by placing ourselves within a story
from the Gospels of Jesus Christ.  The focus is NOT to
think about Jesus but, rather, it is to experience him
through our faculty of imagination.  [57-58]

Poor is an adjective that Ignatius often uses to describe
the Lord Jesus who was humble, that is to say, Jesus
possesses little or nothing of his own. He is a man of the
earth. [62]

Ignatian Spirituality call/invites us to labor as disciples of
the Lord Jesus who serves his Father by establishing
God’s earthly kingdom.  We are to participate in Christ’s
Mission in a zealous, wholehearted manner thereby
becoming instruments of God’s purposes! [68-71]
Collaboration is therefore built into the very structure of
the Spiritual Exercises. [96]

Ignatian Spirituality helps us to see how Christ challenges
each of us to clarify our values. [71] Note: The Two
Standards

The Ignatian way demonstrates how God is love, loving.
The Eucharist does this most clearly as a way of
compassion which unites us with Jesus and other human
beings. [79] Note: The Soul of Christ

Ignatian compassion is essentially a loving presence.
There is nothing we can do.  There is little we can say but
we can be there with Christ who accepts the folly of his
cross. [85]

Ignatian Spirituality teaches us that all important life
choices are means and not ends.  Our first choice is
always to be a follower of Christ.  Everything else – all our
choices big and small – follows from this.  Our hearts will
tell us which decisions will bring us closer to Jesus and
which will draw us away. 

Ignatian discernment, then, holds that our Christian
choices are often beyond the merely rational or
reasonable.  “The heart has its reasons of which the mind
knows nothing.” Pascal said.  This is fine – as long as the
heart has been schooled by Christ. [90, 93]

The core theme of Ignatian Spirituality is Jesus is all
heart. Heart-of-Christ devotion is truly integral to Ignatian
Spirituality.



BE-SEEING THROUGH JESUS’ EYES

How does Jesus see me?
How do I see others?

What is my attitude for being?
What IS my attitude for BE-ing?

Be-compassionate
Be-meek
Be-hungering and thirsting 
for (God’s) righteousness
Be-merciful
Be-clean of heart
Be-peacemaker
Be-persecuted for God’s sake

What is my standard for discernment?
What is my standard for discerning
the movements within me ? PML

Sensus Christi

Above all give me 

that “sensus Christi”

that I may feel with

 your feelings.

Teach me your way of relating to friends and

sinners, washing their feet.

Let me learn from you and your ways how to act

when hungry, thirsty, tired.

Teach me how to be compassionate to the

suffering, the poor, the blind, the lame.

Teach me your way of looking at people.

Teach me the secret of your close bond with and

total dedication to God and humanity.

Give me that grace, that ‘sensus Christi’, your

very heartbeat, that I may live my life

proceeding and discerning with your spirit,

exactly as you did during your mortal life.
Adapted from Pedro Arrupe SJ

My Own Principle and Foundation SE [23]

Out of God’s love-womb all creation was born
On purpose.

All is love, everything. Filled with love,
everyone. Rooted in love, blooming.

Each detail is gift. Each creation for our good
Adventure with the God of the Cosmo.

To be God’s glory fully alive, To be what He
wills me to be, To praise, love and serve Him.

Let me count, be account-able To His plan of loving
kindness. Temporal and spiritual, all is holy.
Let me be free of preferences. Let me be empty.
Let Him reveal my deepest desire.

He will communicate with my soul.
He will embrace it and dispose it to His love
When my soul becomes devoted to Him.

Let me consent to God’s flowing grace.
Let Him choose my way.
Rooted in the foundation of His love, In this flow of
grace, I consent to God’s coming, being.
This is the principle act of my will. PML

THE EXAMEN PRAYER SE[43]

All is gift. I am gift
God is good. I owe God everything

I pray for light to see how God remains in His gifts;
how I remained in my gifts

God is in all.  God works in His gifts
Find God working in me, my world

Where did I consent 
or reject God in my world?

Focus on rejecting; grieve
in failing to love; grieve in
failing to share myself.

Desire to repent, change
Be aware of how God sees me

Thank you, Lord
Lord, gift me with Be-attitude.   
PML (Drawing by Joan Myers)

TAKE, LORD, RECEIVE SE [234]
 

He has gifted me. He gives me
himself. He labours for me.
Unceasingly.

Take Lord, and receive all my liberty,
My memory,
My understanding
And my entire will-
All that I have and call my own.

You have given all to me.
To You, Lord, I return it.
Everything is yours, 
do with it what you will.
Give me only your love and your grace.
That is enough for me. 



CLC AND THE MARIAN DIMENSION
CLC World Day of Prayer, March 25th 

CLC has a long tradition of journeying with Mary, the
mother of Jesus. The identity of Mary is present from
the very beginning of our General Principles and helps
to clarify our identity with her and leads us to a
renewed understanding of our true relationship with
Mary.

The early Jesuits had a particular connection to Mary:
Ignatius, himself loved Our Lady of the Way and Our
Lady of Sorrows but in the Spiritual Exercises it is to
Mary of the Annunciation and the Visitation that
Ignatius draws our attention. For Ignatius, it is Mary’s
Fiat and Magnificat that frames her mission of
mediating life (apostolic action, her solidarity with the
poor, and her cooperation in her Son’s mission) which
“flows from her fullness of Grace”.

When Jean Leunis SJ gathered a group of students
attending the Roman College (founded by Ignatius) to
prepare them for apostolic service in the city of Rome,
he shared his own intense love for the Mother of God.
The group became known as the Marian Congregation
(MC) due in large part to the inspiration fostered by the
fresco of the Annunciation that was above the main
altar of the Church of the Roman College.

In the Preamble of the very first Marian Congregation
Rules of 1574, we read, “Since it is a custom that such
Congregations recommend themselves to a patron in
heaven for protection and guidance, from whom they
take the name, and since we have a particular devotion
to the most Holy Virgin of the Annunciation, Mother of
God, we, in all humility dedicate ourselves to her,
praying that she may help us in all our actions,
especially in the ordination and observation of the
rules of our group, which are the following…”

The decision by Pope Clement XIV to suppress the
Society of Jesus contributed to the decline of the
essential character of the MC movement and gave rise
to a distorted understanding of the role of Mary. In the
MC Rules of 1910, the mystery of the Annunciation was
not mentioned.

As Louis Pauluseen S.J. wrote in his book, God Works
Like That, “A pope caused the decline of the spirit;
another Pope initiated its revival.”   Following th
orientations of Pope Pius XII a complete revival of the
MC movement began.

In spite of a name change - Marion Congregation to
Christian Life Community - Mary is present in the
whole framework of the CLC GP’s much more than in
any of the MC Common Rules, inseparably united with
Christ who is the centre of CLC.

This Mary, who began her mission by being available
and then responded with her “yes”, is the reason that
CLC groups around the world gather together every
March 25th on the Feast of the Annunciation of the
Lord, to remember, to pray, to reflect, to share, and
to “Do whatever He tells you” (Jn. 2:5). 

Leah Michaud

“We are to make sure that the highest part of
our soul is united to God...and nothing else
matters at all in this world.”

“We must use our will to want God.  We must be
wanting God and detached from everything
else...While our will is making its intense (but
almost imperceptible) act of love, our imagination
is running about by itself...so that we seem to be
full of distractions and not praying at all.  But this
is the contrary of the fact.  The distractions which
are so vivid to us are not voluntary actions and
have no importance, whereas the voluntary action
we are performing is the wanting God or giving
ourselves to God in service... The real prayer is
the act of the will.”

John Chapman,  The Spiritual Letters of John
Chapman, London: Sheed and Ward, 1935.



WORLD DAY OF PRAYER ON PEI - March 2012

The world CLC ExCo’s Projects 150 formed the basis
for this year’s Day of Prayer gathering of the Island
CLC groups, Companions on the Way 
and Ixthus The day-long gathering at the Spirituality
Centre in Summerside was a time of reconnecting
with friends along with an opportunity to pray and
share together.

Although Projects 150 was an invitation to explore
the question of membership and commitment in CLC,
our starting point was exploring what it means to be
a member of the Earth Family, a member of the
Church Family and, finally, a member of the CLC
Family. Our process began with a beautifully
composed prayer that reminded us that by sharing
with each other we break the silence and hear the
sacred secrets and mysteries each one holds. 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE EARTH FAMILY

The first input was given by Ann McRae-McIsaac
speaking about how she came to understand, early in
life, that creation is the Creator’s gift to us as home
and context. In her career as a professional basket
weaver, Ann shared how attentive she is to how and
where materials needed for her craft are gathered in
the woods, countryside or the shore. For instance,
the white ash logs are found by searching through
harvester’s woodpiles, sweet-grass is carefully
picked in a thinning process from a series of rotating
sites that ensures continued and vigorous growth,
wild Cherry Tree bark is taken from fallen or soon to
be harvested trees while cedar bark is harvested at
the wood mills before the logs are processed. Her
philosophy, and that of her basket-weaving
companions, is that, “the nature of the Divine is to
invite life, to create more life” so that “the least
disruption of the natural ecosystem ensures
sustaining the source for generations yet unborn”.

Silent reflection was with the Principle and Foundation
from the New Spiritual Exercises resulted in a rich
period of sharing answering the question: What is
God’s desire for me as a member of this planet? 

Response

All were united in recognizing that all is gift initiated
and supported by God and all creation is
interdependent. We are called to be one with the earth
and to respect the energy and purpose of all things. A
call forward included seeking opportunities for
continuing our education of the ecology so as to be
increasingly more sensitive and conscious of the
sacredness of creation. Protection of water, sharing
our information with others, recycling, joining
watershed groups, letter writing, and gardening were
a few of the commitments made in response to being
an “Earth Family” member.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH FAMILY

In the second input of the day, Leah Michaud
presented a brief glimpse into the past life of the
unfolding Church based on the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus.  The early followers of Jesus
organized themselves in a manner to remember and to
continue to live according to the counter-cultural
guidelines (the Good News) set out by Jesus. Since
then, this church has experienced a building up and a
tearing down over and over again.  At the time of
Ignatius, the church as an organization was corrupt
and dysfunctional.  

Here it is interesting to note, that when it became
apparent that Ignatius and his followers were not be
destined to go to the Holy Land - they were determined
to consecrate themselves to Jesus concretely by
serving the Pope.  The first phrase in the SJ
Constitution reflects this foundational position of the
new Society of Jesus Order: To serve solely His Divine
Majesty and His spouse the Holy Church under the



Roman Pontiff. In spite of the well known
indiscretions of Pope Paul III, serving the Roman
Pontiff is the essential point of Ignatius’ programme
of life: The Superior ought to be obeyed not because
he may be a good man or is well qualified but
because he is in the place of God and receives his
authority from Him nor on the other hand should he
be less obeyed just because he is less prudent or is
lacking in goodness. In obeying the Pope one obeys
Christ whom the Pope represents.

Following in the footsteps of Jesus and Ignatius, it is
out of love for the Church, that embodies the life
death and resurrection of Jesus, and love for the
people who form it that we, CLC members, are
impelled to work and serve regardless of the cost. 

Participants spent some time in silent prayer and
reflection using General Principle #6 and the
question: What is God’s desire for me as a member of
this Church?

Response

It was soon evident that members expressed tensions
in how they viewed the current institutional church
that is marked by sexual exploitation, a renewed
emphasis on laws, a rolling back of the fruit of
Vatican II. Although it was acknowledged that the
Church has a sinful history, remaining faithful and
connected to Jesus through 
prayer was deemed essential. Consolation was
expressed in our continued endeavours to listen to
what God is calling us to in and out of Church,
discerning our response, doing the best according to
the times. 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CLC FAMILY

The final input of the day was given by Gilles
Michaud speaking about membership in CLC
focusing particularly on GP #7 and GP #8c. He
outlined how membership in a freely chosen local
community can be a concrete experience of unity of
love and action for the world.

In GP 7 the opening phrase, “Our gift of self …” refers
immediately back to the last line of GP #6, that
speaks of “…a readiness to go and serve where the
needs of the Church so demand”. Gilles reminded us
that GP #7 not only draws attention to a “common
commitment” to the world community (lived out at
the national/local levels) but it taps into CLC’s
historical roots in the Marian Congregation that
invites us to reclaim this aspect of our tradition. 

Apostolic activities are fundamental to the CLC way
of life and we were encouraged to take time to

celebrate our apostolic activities creating rituals that
honour and highlight our diversity within our common
apostolic action. Membership in CLC is a calling to be
bread broken for the world in an ever-deepening union
with the “Cosmic Christ” who is the source of our
unity with all of Creation.

Once again participants spent some time in silent
prayer and reflection using Projects #150 as resource
material and pondering the question: What is God’s
desire for me as a member of CLC?

Response

There was a recalling that the 3rd Rite of Reconciliation
drew all the broken people of God together and these
same people gathered at the Eucharistic table. As
members of CLC, we are called to be Eucharist and
respond to the needs around us, particularly, we are to
be persistent in working for justice in the world
particularly on behalf of the poor, the alienated, the
suffering.

Awareness

There was a sense of a broadening of our
understanding of the poverty experienced by the earth,
Church and CLC. In being called to be Eucharist, we
need to slow down and pay attention to, and be with,
the changing times. This means that our field of
mission continues to be in the area of the preferential
option for the poor with a greater openness to walking
with all the poor and vulnerable (earth, church, each
other as members of CLC). 

Leah Michaud on behalf of the PEI CLC 
Companions on the Way  

and Ixthus 

Above:

Julia Donahoe-MacDougald

right:

      Helen McQuaid –

              Ixthus Co-ordinator



CLC World Day of Prayer in NB

At 

Gov’t

House

On Saturday, March 24, 2012, CLC history was made

as seven New Brunswick CLC communities met in

two venues to formally celebrate for the first time,

World CLC Day of Prayer, in solidarity with CLC

communities around the globe.  World CLC is made

up of 60 active nationals, 17 non-official nationals,

and 25,000 members representing the seven

continents. The Day of Prayer in Canada is

traditionally celebrated by a “Wave of Prayer” from

coast to coast as we commit ourselves to a specific

hour of prayer continually from 4:00 am- midnight on

the 25th, the Feast of the Annunciation.  (This

practice was begun in the early 1990’s on the

encouragement and inspiration of the late  Fr. John

English, then National Director of CLC Canada.)

To mark this day 2012, members of five NB CLC

communities gathered at Old Government House in

Fredericton while five communities met at Villa

Madonna in Renforth, NB.  Old Government House is

home to Lt. Gov. Graydon Nicholas and Her Honour

Beth Nicholas – both members of River of Life

Community.  The five communities represented by

twenty-two members were:  Our Lady’s Circle,

Nackawic (5); Living Water, Fredericton (6);

Fredericton New Group (4); River of Life, New

Brunswick (6), and one member from Kingston New

Group.  Other members of the Kingston Group

attended the Villa Madonna Gathering along with

members of Fishers of People from Grand Bay and

Potter’s Clay, Earthen Vessel and Nativity all of Saint

John- 17 in all at the Villa.

The theme of the day was The Meaning of Genuine

CLC Membership.  The grace prayed was that God
may direct our hearts and minds to building

community and membership awareness within CLC.

Specific prayer material with Scripture and CLC

General Principles was supplied by CLC World

Secretariat in Projects 150, which helped us

understand how our membership was a daily living 

membership standing on the three pillars of our

charism – Spiritual, Communal, and Apostolic

Mission.  At both venues, the same format was lived.

Graydon Nicholas, a trained CLC Guide and member

of the organizing team, welcomed the CLC members

to Old Government House which he called The

People’s House. He pointed out the fact that history

was made in Government House that day on two

counts: the CLC gathering in the House for World

CLC Day of Prayer and the representation of two

queens - the Queen of Heaven, on the eve of the

feast of the Annunciation, and the Queen of England

on her Diamond Jubilee year. 

 

Quoting from the Little Black Book of Lenten

reflections, Graydon read, “Jesus is the light that has

come into the world,” inviting us to encounter Jesus

in our experience of CLC community.

 

Graydon said that all CLCers are encouraged to

reflect on what it means to be a member of CLC and,

how we, as followers of Jesus, are called to serve

the poor.  Projects 150, the material on which the

past weeks’ prayer was based, challenged everyone

to reflect especially on what we are called to do as

individuals and communities who are called to be

followers of Christ. It is the fruit of this prayer that

conversation and discussion for the afternoon was

based.

 

The flow of the day followed a regular CLC meeting

format where members share their faith

stories/experiences and then listen to how the Trinity

speaks as members respond with what they heard,

thus establishing a common thread in the ‘sharing’.

The afternoon was divided into four sessions, first

addressing one of each of the three pillars of CLC.

Then gathering the graces of the afternoon through

an Evaluation and Appropriation, standard portions

of a regular CLC meeting.  The afternoon closed with

a Prayer and Blessing.   



The following is a small sample of ‘the common

threads’ shared by the groups:

- A call from God finds fertile ground in CLC,

prompting a personal exploration of relationships

with God and Jesus.

-  In CLC, one experiences the power of community as

one is challenged, supported, accepted, and loved by

one another without being judged.  In community,

members experience the loving presence and

constancy of God, bringing members closer to one

another and closer to God.

-   Solidarity and love in CLC membership disposes

us to be more loving in other relationships.

- The experience of the power of prayer for

discernment: the practice of discernment, an integral

part of our charism, helps and supports us to live

with a more and more heightened awareness of God’s

movement and call in our lives.

-  Praying for each other makes a difference in our

lives; it brings us peace and freedom to be on

mission even in the midst of challenges.

- We experience the extension of our abilities through

God's strength. What God gave us in the first place

works much better when we pray and work with God.

The following were a few of the common threads

shared by the groups:

-  Compared to a marriage relationship there is a

sense of intimacy, closeness, and being of one mind

within the community.  

-  There is a sense of solidarity within CLC that

extends beyond our local community to the national

and world community. This finds evidence in the

common support of efforts such as help for Haiti, the

house in Rome project, building a school in a third

world country, World CLC Day of Prayer, etc.

-   The sense of being grounded by the community

and the sense of solidarity among members that is

evident in: the support for one another during the

important events of life; the sharing of time, talent,

treasure, and transportation for the benefit of others;

the prayers for one another in their needs; the

support of one another in their various ministries

whether it be at home, work, or the church

community; the support not only in the hard times

but in the joyous times; the sense of friendship, love,

and trust; the sense of “give and take” –

strengthening another so they can give of

themselves when they are ready; solidarity of cause

and purpose.

-  The experience of laughter and the gift of

celebration (highly promoted by Fr. John English)

that takes us out of ourselves and renews our

mission. 

The group then watched Marty Haugen’s YouTube

music video, Who Will Speak if You Don’t, a moving

reflection on the many needs in the world and the

responsibility each member has not only for the poor

and the outcast but for all God’s creatures.  The

opening words were a quote from Archbishop

Romero. “The world that the Church must serve is
the world of the poor.  Persecution of the church is

the result of defending the poor..”

Discerned missions, CLC communal activities,

communal and personal missions were shared by

the communities.  Recorded below is the Fredericton

Venue results:

Fredericton New Group  ( since named J.O.Y. CLC)
Just a year old, the community is in the process of

discerning their mission.  Each member, however, fulfills

individual calls to mission as they serve where they are

needed. There was a common feeling that the world has

failed in its commitment to the poor but there is hope as

evidenced in the little things happening in our own city.

Since January, the Son network has been tapping into

available resources in different communities resulting in

dramatic shifts among local groups who have been

struggling for many years.  As an example, the numbers in

the Fredericton Homeless Shelter has gone down as

different communities help the homeless find a home.

 

Our Lady’s Circle
The community has been in existence for almost twenty

years.  They recognize that there are various ways of being

poor – spiritually, financially, emotionally, and physically.

Through the years, they have served in different ways:

baby showers for Birthright, leading Lenten programs at

the parish, day of reflection, praying with Scripture,

Session One - Spirituality Pillar

"What has been my experience in discovering a

loving God and the force of His Spirit in my life

as a Christian and as a member of CLC?" 

Session Two - Community Pillar

“What have been the most significant examples
of community (ex. Of solidarity and brotherhood /

sisterhood) we have experienced within CLC

Session Three - Mission Pillar

As members of CLC sent on mission to build the

Kingdom, how have we responded through our

apostolic commitment to the poor?



volunteering in the soup kitchen, visiting elderly widows

and widowers, grief counselling, etc.  When the town

suffered an economic blow, to help lift spirits and promote

community, they prepared prayer cards for the parish,

hosted appreciation nights for various ministries, prepared

Advent wreaths for families, etc.  They have raised funds

through yard sales and raffled wall hangings.  The monies

were used for the Jesuit Haiti project; World Youth Day

sponsorship; two cows through Chalice.  They have had

clothing drives for the homeless in Fredericton every

winter; cleaning supply drive for Hayward House in

Woodstock (drop in center for mentally ill).  Members also

help one another, those financially able helping with

membership fees for those who are unable.  

Living Water 

The community has been in existence for over eight years.

For the members, the poor are anyone around them who is

in need.  This could be family, a person at work, a person at

church, a person on the street, anyone who God sends

them.  Members serve in their families as the needs of teen

children, an adult child who has lost a spouse,

grandchildren, aging spouses, aging parents, etc. call them

to serve.  Members support one another’s call to respective

family, parish, and work ministries through prayer and

attentive listening, as well as help in discerning.  Members

respond to the call to serve by stopping to converse and

smile with people in the street, visiting at the hospital or

seniors home, soup kitchen service, support children

through the foster parent plan, give spiritual support for the

Christopher Leadership Course, the St. Luke’s Healing

Prayer group, etc. The group has also been involved in

other group ministries - letter writing to an MLA in support

of marriage, Right to Life dinners, vigils at mother and child

house during the 40 days for Life, donations to Birthright,

two ‘Come and See’ with the last one birthing a new group

in Fredericton; raising funds for members in the group or

a family member who suffered a loss.  While in

conversation, however, there arose a sense that God was

challenging them further to listen and see what God may be

calling them to do as a community.

 River of Life

The community has been in existence for over 30 years.

With members scattered throughout the diocese, the

community supports one another in their individual

apostolates: reaching out to the spiritually, materially, and

emotionally poor; foster care; spiritual support; spiritual

prayerful support for members in their personal and work

life.  They have financially supported CLC solidarity efforts

– the building of a school, the Haiti project with the Jesuits

– as well as other charities.  They are discovering that they

are at a point in their development as a community where

they are being invited by Jesus to discern further how they

are being called to be sent out to the poor.  This call to a

common mission is still not fully understood. This may

necessitate rediscovering their specific charism as

community before discerning how Jesus might be calling

them to mission.

(Please check the upcoming UPDATE from National for more
info from the Villa Madonna WCLC DAY in Renforth)

-  The World CLC Day of Prayer has given us a sense

of purpose.  The three questions hold the three keys

to understanding CLC membership.  Guides,

coordinators, CLC members would do well to reflect

on them.

- This experience focuses and helps us to understand

what membership in CLC is all about.  It helped me to

realize that the GP is really where it is at.  It speaks a

lot of what CLC is about 

-  Members can sustain the grace of union received

this day by being in union with the Atlantic, the

National, and the World.  This we can do by keeping

in touch and informed through the websites and

publications. Progressio is the world publication from

Rome; Update is the Canadian national publication;

and the Colloquy is the Atlantic region publication.

-  Ways of keeping connected:  Ask a CLC Member

Advice column; people could share a line from their

community once a month by email; requests for

prayer – a lifeline that connects me to the rest. 

-  Coming together like this gives us a sense of

purpose and helps us to remember who we are and

what our spirituality directs us to, making us more

and more like-minded. 

-  The mercy and love of God was experienced in the

group in seeing Christ in others.

-  The prayer material has grounded me more in CLC

and it has given me some sense of vision for our

community.

-  This whole experience gave me sense that we are

not alone, we are part of a bigger group – not only

regionally but nationally and internationally.  And, we

are all doing work of God together.

Closing Prayer ;

- Thanks and praise to our Heavenly Father for the

blessings of the day -- the great grace and blessing to

be in union with and solidarity with others in CLC all

around the world. 

             From the notes of Jocelyn Weiramueller, Living Water

 Session Four – Gathering Our Graces

Participants were invited to sit in reflective

silence, asking the Holy Spirit help them pray the

Evaluation. These were written and given as an aid

to future organizers for next year’s gathering.

Speaking appropriations into the circle,

participants shared “how can we sustain the grace
of union or the sense of purpose we experienced

here today?”



         Intimately   Rising

  When first we met at the water’s edge,
  I truly knew you not!
  By my mother’s lead and father’s hand,
  Your life in me, they sought.

  Cool water trickled o’er my brow
  Awakening within,
  A freedom from all brokenness
  And residue of sin.
 
  I grew from babe, child, youth…beyond,
  And came to realize
  That I, myself, must seek and find
  This source of Mystery and Surprise,
 
  This God my head had come to know,
  A God, whom others say,
  Still lives and acts among us
  In a formless sort of way.
  
  If proven true, and I was meant
  To wrap my heart around
  A living interactive God,
  He truly must be found!
 
  A quest began that spanned through years
  Of searching out the face
  Of this Holy One, who’d won my heart
  Through mysterious baptismal grace!
  
 Then, one unsuspecting day,
 In meditative stance,
 Enlightenment broke through all doubt,
 And lured by Love, I entered His dance!
 
 A deep awareness surfaced
 And a heartfelt knowing grew
 Within the essence of my soul…
  Doubt cast aside, I finally knew
 
 That underneath the layers
 Of who I truly am,
 Indwelt that Spirit Presence…
 The God of Abraham!

For deep within my temple space
Lay that pearl of greatest price,
Veiled neath royal purple robe
Once ransomed by a cast of dice.
 
 So, unlike Mary Magdelene,
 Who, fore His fullness was revealed,
 Clung onto mere humanity,
 With Risen Spirit still concealed,
 
 I gently cupped this “Risenness”
 And all the grace it bore,
 Allowing myself to blaze a trail
  On a path that led me to adore.

  This Holy Mystery made its mark…
  Anointing and sealing my spirit.
  And I vowed to love the Living Word,
  To keep, proclaim and hear it.

  Twas truly “ living faith”, I’d found,
  That swept me to its mountain,
  Transfiguring still in truth and life,
  Through God’s eternal fountain!

  With new beginnings, clothed in white,
  And journey cross to bare,
  I now enfleshed more personally
  This life-long love affair.

  Years have passed…life still unfolds
   In the midst of toil and sorrow,
  Yet, spiritual peace and joy and love
  Fuel hope for each tomorrow.

  Deep trust keeps rooting in my heart,
  On Cornerstone it stands.
  I live and breathe and being have,
  While held in palm of loving hand.

  In gratitude I bend my knee
  And gently kiss this promised land,
  Embracing Mystery’s Presence
  That only heart can understand.
                                                           
  I praise and glorify my God
  Embodied in creation’s fruit,
  Enfleshed, incarnate Son of Man,
  Brought forth from Jesse’s purest shoot.

  In psalmody my senses wake,
  Responding to Eternal Word
  That echoes still o’er time and space,
  While straining daily to be heard.

   And  midst the rubble; beneath the noise,
   Called forth to spread God’s sacred dream,
   Both you and I can still be found
   As the silent breath of Love Supreme!
                     

     From the heart,  Sandy Mudge c March 25,2008

Enduring  Love
(based on John 1: 16,17)

You invite me into Your pain!
You ask that I carry its imprint
Upon my seeking soul;
That I linger with You there,
As You break open its mystery!

At times, I seek Your comforting
embrace,
And solidly stand in this request;
While other times, I’m drawn
To simply press my dancing fingers
Against Your bleeding wounds!

Yet, like Thomas, You nurse
My subtle traces of disbelief
Into infallible faith!
And like a gallery tree
I firmly root myself in Thee!

So, as this journey intensifies,
One heart, one mind, one spirit
Subordinates all life and love
To the praise and greater glory
Of Your  I AM  presence!

And within this living and loving
intimacy,
I am drawn, by my ceaseless
seeking,
Into a joyful  perambulation
That only Your touch imparts…

And for a few brief moments in time,
I am left embracing…
And embraced by…
Enduring Love!!! 

        From the heart, Sandy Mudge



WET PANTS- 

the unassuming manner the Holy Spirit answers the

prayers of 'the poor' - those of us in need.

It is truly a story of 'redemption' in my view.

Fr. Earl

The location of this story is a fourth grade classroom.

There is a nine year old boy sitting at this desk and all
of a sudden, there is a puddle between his feet and
the front of his pants are wet.  He thinks his heart is
going to stop because he cannot possibly imagine
how this has happened.  It’s never happened before,
and he knows that when the other boys find out he
will never hear the end of it.  When the girls find out,
they’ll never speak to him again as long as he lives!

Believes his heart is going to stop; he puts his head
down and prays: Dear God, this is an emergency! I
need your help now! Five minutes from now I’m dead
meat!

He looks up from his prayer and here comes the
teacher with a look in her eyes that says he has been
discovered.  

As the teacher is walking towards him, a classmate
named Susie is carrying a goldfish bowl that is filled
with water.  Susie trips in front of the teacher and
inexplicably dumps the bowl of water in the boy’s lap.

The boy pretends to be angry, but all the while is
saying to himself, ‘Thank you, Lord!’ Thank you Lord
Jesus!’ 
Now all of a sudden, instead of being the object of
ridicule, the boy is the object of sympathy.  The
teacher rushes him downstairs and gives him gym
shorts to put on while his pants dry out.  All the other
children are on their hands and knees cleaning up
around his desk.  The sympathy is wonderful but as
life would have it, the ridicule that should have been
his has been transferred to someone else – Susie.

She tries to help, but they tell her to get out.  You’ve
done enough, you Klutz!

Finally, at the end of the day, as the kids are waiting
for the bus, the boy walks over to Susie and whispers,
‘You did that on purpose, didn’t you?” 

Susie whispers back, “I wet my pants once too.’

THE APPOINTMENT

It was a busy morning, about 8:30, when an elderly
gentleman in his 80's arrived to have stitches
removed from his thumb. He said he was in a hurry as
he had an appointment at 9:00 am. 

I took his vital signs and had him take a seat, knowing
it would be over an hour before someone would to
able to see him.  I saw him looking at his watch and
decided, since I was not busy with another patient I
would evaluate his wound. On exam, it was well
healed, so I talked to one of the doctors, got the
needed supplies to remove his sutures and redress
his wound.

While taking care of his wound, I asked him if he had
another doctor's appointment this morning, as he was
in such a hurry.The gentleman told me no, that he
needed to go to the nursing home to eat breakfast
with his wife. I inquired as to her health. He told me
that she had been there for a while and that she was
a victim of Alzheimer's Disease.

As we talked, I asked if she would be upset if he was
a bit late. He replied that she no longer knew who he
was, that she had not recognized him in five years
now.

I was surprised, and asked him, And you still go every
morning, even though she doesn't know who you
are?' 

He smiled as he patted my hand and said, 'She
doesn't know me, but I still know who she is.'

I had to hold back tears as he left, I had goose bumps
on my arm, and thought,'That is the kind of love I want
in my life.' 

True love is neither physical, nor romantic.

(Stories submitted by Fr. Earl)

There are some people who believe that they
will enter the Kingdom of God, or the Pure
Land, after they die.  I don’t agree with them.
I know that you don’t have to die in order to
get to the Kingdom or God.  In fact, you
have to be alive to do so!

Thich Nhat Hanh, Buddist Monk



THE EMPTY EGG
(a resurrection story from the ‘net)

Jeremy was born with a twisted
body and a slow mind. At the age
of 12 he  was  still in second grade,
seemingly unable to learn. His
teacher, Doris  Miller,  often
became exasperated with him. He
would squirm in his seat, drool,
and  make grunting noises. At
other times, he spoke clearly and
distinctly, as  if a spot of light had
penetrated the darkness of his
brain. Most of the time, however,
Jeremy just irritated his teacher. 

One day she called his parents and
asked them to come in for a
consultation.  As the Forresters
entered the empty classroom, Doris
said to them, "Jeremy really belongs
in a special school. It isn't fair to him
to be with younger children who
don't have learning problems. Why,
there is a five year gap between his
age and that of the other students."

Mrs. Forrester cried softly into a
tissue, while her husband spoke.
"Miss Miller," he said, "there is no
school of that kind nearby. It would
be a terrible shock for Jeremy if we
had to take him out of this school.
We know he really likes it here." 

Doris sat for a long time after they
had left, staring at the snow outside
the window. Its coldness seemed to
seep into her soul. She wanted to
sympathize with the Forresters.
After all, their only child had a
terminal illness. But it wasn't fair to
keep him in her class. She had 18
other youngsters to teach, and
Jeremy was a distraction.
Furthermore, he would never learn
to read  and write. Why waste any
more time trying? 

As she pondered the situation, guilt
washed over her. Here I am
complaining when my problems are
nothing compared to that poor
family, she thought. Lord, please
help me to be more patient with
Jeremy. 

From that day on, she tried hard to
ignore Jeremy's noises and his
blank stares. Then one day, he

limped to her desk, dragging his
bad leg behind him. "I love you,
Miss Miller," he exclaimed, loud
enough for the whole class to hear.
The other students snickered, and
Doris' face turned red. She
stammered, "Wh-why that's very
nice, Jeremy. N-now please take
your seat." 

Spring came, and the children
talked excitedly about the coming
of Easter. Doris told them the story
of Jesus, and then to emphasize the
idea of new life springing forth, she
gave each of the children a large
plastic egg. "Now," she said to
them, "I want you to take this home
and bring it back tomorrow with
something inside that shows new
life. Do you understand?" "Yes,
Miss Miller," the children responded
enthusiastically-all except for
Jeremy.   He listened intently; his
eyes never left her face. He did not
even make his usual noises. Had he
understood what she had said
ab o u t  J e s u s '  d ea t h  an d
resurrection? Did he understand
the assignment? Perhaps she
should call his parents and explain
the project to them.

That evening, Doris' kitchen sink
stopped up. She called the landlord
and waited an hour for him to come
by and unclog it. After that, she still
had to shop for groceries, iron a
blouse, and prepare a vocabulary
test for the next day. She
completely forgot about phoning
Jeremy's parents. 

The next morning, 19 children came
to school, laughing and talking as
they placed their eggs in the large
wicker basket on Miss Miller's desk.
After they completed their math
lesson, it was time to open the
eggs. 

In the first egg, Doris found a
flower. "Oh yes, a flower is certainly
a sign of new life," she said. "When
plants peek through the ground, we
know that spring is here." A small
girl in the first row waved her arm.
"That's my egg, Miss Miller," she
called out. The next egg contained
a plastic butterfly, which looked
very real. Doris held it up. "We all

know that a caterpillar changes and
grows into a beautiful butterfly.
Yes, that's new life, too." Little Judy
smiled proudly and said, "Miss
Miller, that one is mine." Next, Doris
found a rock with moss on it. She
explained that moss, too, showed
life. Billy spoke up from the back of
the classroom, "My daddy helped
me," he beamed.Then Doris opened
the fourth egg. She gasped. The
egg was empty. Surely t must be
Jeremy's she thought, and of
course, he did not understand her
instructions. If only she had not
forgotten to phone his parents. 

Because she did not want to
embarrass him, she quietly set the
egg aside and  reached for another.
Suddenly, Jeremy spoke up. "Miss
Miller, aren't you going to talk about
my egg?" Flustered, Doris replied,
"But Jeremy, your egg is empty."
He looked into her eyes and said
softly, "Yes, but Jesus' tomb was
empty, too." Time stopped. When
she could speak again, Doris asked
him, "Do you know why the tomb
was empty?" "Oh, yes," Jeremy
said, "Jesus was killed and put in
there. Then His Father raised Him
up." 
The recess bell rang. While the

children excitedly ran out to the
school yard, Doris cried. The cold
inside her melted completely away.

Three months later, Jeremy died.
Those who paid their respects at
the mortuary were surprised to see
19 eggs on top of his casket, all of
them empty.
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