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“Vocation comes from the Latin word for call or
calling. It implies that there is an action from
God who is beyond ourselves that is beckoning
and calling to us. In a sense, we cannot deny this
activity. We respond to it by answering yes or
no. To ignore it is to answer no. Our belief is
that God calls each one of us to do some good in
this world.”

-Fr. John English sj

The good works (and words) of Fr. John English sj have been on my mind this summer. The
news of his death in early June brought not only sadness amongst the many who knew and
loved him, but also many prayers of thanks and praise for having known such an inspired
servant of God. His leadership and guidance of CLC Canada was shaped by a tremendous
faith in God, a love for the human family and a wonder in creation. His many talks conveyed
a remarkable lightness of being, mixing insight with a sense of humor, love and patience. He
clearly knew the Risen Lord. Thankfully his insights on communal discernment, vocation and
many related topics, will continue to live on in his writings. He has left CLC a powerful
legacy of inspiration and vision. In this edition, and in future issues, various individuals who
knew Fr. John will share their reflections on his vision and impact on the CLC community.

As I thought about Fr. John, I remembered one particular piece of his (as quoted above), from
Discerning Your Vocation (See: http://www.jesuits.ca/ becoming/discerning.html ). I’d like to
recommend to all who profess a CLC way of life. that they read this piece on three special
days: The first day to consider would be on July 31st. For it is on this date in the Roman
Catholic tradition that we recognize St. Ignatius. Another day to read it would be on August
15th when the Assumption of Mary is celebrated. These two dates in fact merge in the history
of the Jesuits. It was on the Feast of the Assumption of Mary in 1534 that Ignatius and the
first six companions had discerned their call and made religious vows to make a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem to care for souls and to live a life of poverty and chastity. To recognize the date of
their special vow, they designated Mary as the Queen of the Society of Jesus.

                                  continued on next page…
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But as the story goes, over the next few years as the small band of Jesuits tried to go to
Jerusalem, they were prevented from doing so by the political situation. Than, in 1537 they
decided to travel to Rome to offer their services to the Pope. Thus, although they had
already discerned a specific call that God had for them, time and circumstances had led
them in another totally unexpected direction. Yet God was present to them.

No doubt Fr. John English sj reflected on that early experience of discernment by those
band of Jesuits led by St. Ignatius, when he wrote; “One activity in the discerning of our
vocation is to return to our various experiences of call so that we will appreciate the
constant presence of God in our lives and have an intimate sense of the special relationship
that God has with us… . Our very existence is shaped by the experiences of call. In fact, the
whole human race and the church are in a dialogue of call and response with God. This
dialogue, in a mysterious way, expresses the activity of Christ to transform the world into
himself. Our own dialogue of call and response is part of this transformation of the world.
We have been called into existence, into this family, into this country, into this race. And in
our freedom all of us are called to respond to these calls and to discover who we are and
what our role is in this world. Moreover, this dialogue is to be our continual way of life.”
Indeed, Fr. John challenged and engaged many in a ‘dialogue’ about how to live a continual
‘way of life’ in CLC.

There is now one more special day to read Discerning Your Vocation -  June 9th, the day
when Fr. John English sj made his own Passover and met the Risen Lord.

        Leo J. Deveau, Editor

John J. English, sj
1924 - 2004
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Our CLC Regional
Coordinator News…
My Atlantic CLC Brothers and Sisters,
Peace!

Jesus said: “Look at the fig tree and all
the trees. As soon as their buds sprout,
you know that summer is already near. In
the same way, as soon as you see these
things happening, you know that the
kingdom of God is near.”

Luke 21: 29-31

Spring is behind us and the trees are in full bloom! Once again that miracle of miracles,
fresh fruits and vegetables emerging from tiny seeds, providing their abundance for our
health and benefit. Let us all take the time this summer to enjoy the fruits of the season.
One endeavor in our local Parish community has been to “Plant a row for the needy” and
the abundance from this will be brought to the Eucharistic table towards the end of the
growing season.

I had the wonderful opportunity in May to attend the 2004 National CLC Assembly in
Lethbridge Alberta and to meet with CLC’ers from across this great nation. There were 8
of us representing Atlantic Canada. (Below left to right  - Gilles Michaud -  P.E.I., John
Sumarah - NS, Peter Chouinard - NB, Grant Curtis - P.E.I., Graydon Nicholas - NB,
Clarence deSchiffart - NS, David McIssac - P.E.I. and Charlena Keenan-Bourque - NB)

           continued on next page…
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We were also very blessed to welcome back to the Maritimes after an absence of twenty
some years, Sister Therese LeBlanc who has returned to her home community of Sydney
NS. Sister Therese was a Spiritual and Group Guide for one of the Lethbridge CLC
communities for the past twenty years. It is her intention once settled to hopefully start up
a CLC community in the Sydney NS area. Sister is shown in the photo (below), with the
Atlantic group at the K of C camp during our Saturday night excursion to Walkerton
National Park.

Please pray that the Blessed Trinity will be with Sister Therese as she works to bring the
fruit of CLC to  Sydney N.S. and the surrounding area. She is a wonderful lady and full of
life and energy. She may be calling you for help. Welcome home Sr. Therese!

The National Assembly was a wonderful success and the organization team did an
outstanding job! Congratulations to Marilyn Heaton and her Lethbridge, Coaldale, and
surrounding area community’s team. Thank you so much. The fruit of the Assembly is of
course the discerned grace that was mandated and presented to Gilles Michaud (P.E.I.)
and his team by the National body present. Gilles is seeking now one representative from
each of the four regions across Canada to make this committee truly Canadian! This is
where CLC Canada is going for the next four years and we will emerge from the process
more focused, stronger and united than ever.

Another important change from the National...effective immediately, the National will
now collect the ($10.) ten dollar Regional dues assessments for each of the 4 Canadian
Regions along with the ($25.) twenty-five for the National assessment in October of each
year. This was a consensus decision by all delegates in attendance and seemed to be the
best answer for Canada overall.

             continued on the next page…
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Our system was working well for us in Atlantic Canada, but we choose to go along with the
majority as it seems like it should work fine. The ($10.) ten dollars collected per person will
be returned to each of the 4 Regions by December 31st each year for their own discretionary
spending in the region.

The sad news after returning home... of course was the passing of Fr. John English S.J., the
father of CLC in Canada, and our past National Ecclesial Assistant. Fr. John touched many
souls in Canada through CLC and his memory will live on in the hearts and minds of those
he loved so much. “Well done good and faithful servant”.  Matthew 25:21.

Formation news...Our formation team continues to draw forth discerned names from local
CLC communities across Atlantic Canada for the up coming fall workshop(s) on Group
Guiding. I might add that the National were very impressed with the quality of work already
done in this area in Atlantic Canada. I thank God for the marvelous talent He has drawn to
CLC Atlantic Canada. Four new CLC Communities in formation have emerged in NB...
from a modest start in September/03, four new CLC communities have decided to continue
their formation and to complete the Phase I manual with the goal of deciding at the end of 1
year whether they feel called to a more permanent commitment with CLC and to commit to
commence the Spiritual Exercises. Please pray for these folks. We warmly welcome each
and every one of you.

Registrations are pouring in fast for the Atlantic CLC Assembly... the team has done all
they can and the communities are responding in kind. The theme,“One Community - Invited
- Blessed - Sent” promises hope that God is still calling His people forward. The grace, may
call us to stretch to perhaps where we really don’t want to go... “To deepen our call to be
one apostolic community, sharing responsibility for mission”.        continued on next page…

When Noah had his challenges staying afloat!
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Everyone may not be entirely comfortable with this but let’s be open to hear God’s voice
and prayerfully discern the message and dialogue within our communities. We must be
open to new growth and to challenges. Without growth we limit ourselves to what we
already know. When we were little children we acted like children. Now we are adults and
God is calling us to new heights. Let’s listen for His voice in the call of CLC common
mission.

The Atlantic Regional Assembly may change to every three (3) years...there is a proposal
being presented for consideration at the Regional Assembly to change the frequency of the
Assembly to every three (3) years from the current two (2) years. When the idea of a
Regional Assembly was first envisioned in Atlantic Canada, the National and the World
seemed far away from our small corner of the earth. With our own representative on the
National, and the use of Internet and email, we are kept up to date as things change almost
on a daily basis. The delegates at the Assembly will let us know what they think.

Also on the Assembly business...will be a consideration to change the length of term of the
Regional Coordinator from the present two years with a third being an optional year to three
(3) years. The thought behind this is that three years will better allow the in coming
coordinator an opportunity to grow into the position and develop a discerned leadership
style that would enhance the region as well as help to build up the kingdom of God in the
region. Once again, the Assembly delegates will let us know what they think.

We gather again as an Atlantic regional Council in Amherst N.S. at the Charismatic
Renewal Centre on October 22-23rd. Please pray for the on going call to common mission
and that we as a community continue to prayerfully discern God’s call on our hearts. Please
mark your calendars for your contact persons to attend the October 22-23rd meetings so you
will be well informed and so that your communities concerns and ideas are voiced.

That’s all for now friends.... I ask you to continue to prayerfully discern your call to one
apostolic body, invited, blessed and sent. May the Blessed Trinity bless you and your
families as you enjoy the splendor of His marvelous creation this summer.

In Christ,
Peter Chouinard
Atlantic CLC Regional Coordinator
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A reflection from our Atlantic CLC representative…
Why did the CLC World Assembly discern a call to apostolic community? Few important
events happen in a vacuum.  When we review the history of CLC we observe the movement
of the Holy Spirit throughout its history.

Briefly, Ignatius founded the Jesuits in 1540 and the Jesuit, Jean Leunis, founded the
Marian Congregation in 1563.  This name was changed to Christian Life Communities in
1967.  If we review previous World Assemblies, we understand more fully the call of
Nairobi’s Assembly.  In 1973, for example, the theme of the Assembly was: “the liberation
of all men and women.”  In 1976, the theme was: “poor with Christ for a better service” and
in 1979, “at the service of one world.”  In 1982 the theme was: “the challenge to be one
world community on mission to bring about justice.” In 1990, the theme was, “an
international community at the service of the kingdom, to go out and bear fruit.”  In 1994,
the theme was, “CLC Community in Mission” and in 1998, “deepening our identity as an
apostolic community, clarifying our common mission.”  Clearly, the Trinity is speaking to
us about the importance of apostolic community and its focus on mission, that is, reaching
out to a world in need.

The message is clear, therefore, and the context in which we find ourselves is clear.  In the
Ignatian process of formation, the starting point is the real world.  All are invited to be
exposed to the pain, the poverty, and the anguish of our world.  Every minute, the nations of
the world spend 1.8 million dollars on military armaments.  Every hour 1500 children die of
hunger related diseases.  Every day a species becomes extinct.  More people are being
detained, tortured or made refugee than any other time in history.  Much of the kingdom on
earth is poor, lacking the essentials of clean water, hygiene, education, health and housing.
Diseases such as AIDS are killing millions of people, especially in Africa.  The strategies
for working for justice have to change.  Working together in a common effort is the way at
this time to work for justice.  We need to find ways to cooperate with other CLC’s as well
as other organizations interested in justice for the world. The Atlantic Region is also invited
to discern how to respond as an apostolic body. Let us all pray for the insight, grace and
courage to join the Trinity in their work.

John Sumarah,
Atlantic CLC Representative.
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News from our Atlantic CLC Ecclesial Assistant…
Dear Fellow CLC'ers,

Here it is mid-August and the summer months are winding down. And at the moment you
receive this, our Atlantic Regional Assembly in St. John, NB will be taking place (or
already finished).  I hope you have had a restful and refreshing summer in each of your
local areas.

I've had the opportunity this summer for a rather special trip overseas - to Bangkok,
Thailand - from June 14th to June 30th. The occasion for the trip there was the Second
International Meeting of Jesuits working in the field of liturgy/worship. We had our first
one two years ago in Rome (Gilles and Leah were still there.) The theme this year was
"Inculturation of the Liturgy of the Word". We had about 70 Jesuits from 22 different
countries (India, Japan, Thailand, Australia, France, Italy, Germany, North America
(Canada and USA), Brazil, Republic of Congo, etc.) We had a couple principal talks and
then we worked in small regional and linguistic groups to discuss how best to proclaim
God's Word in the gathered community in different cultural settings. We came up with
some working statements, diverse and enriching. We had the opportunities for celebrating
the liturgy (whether Eucharist or Morning or Evening Prayer) in a variety of cultural
expressions. The same faith expressed in such rich and diverse ways. During the meeting,
we had the chance to visit various Buddhist temples (Thailand is 95% Buddhist) and
monasteries. After the meeting, I stayed in Bangkok for a few days to see other important
sites. A mind-blowing experience to be in such a different culture.

However, the trip was not all liturgy! Among the Jesuit participants, I met 3 who are also
very involved in CLC in their countries (Slovakia,  southern India, and the Congo). We
talked about what we were doing in Canada and they were very interested in our manuals
that John English and team had written. (I informed them that John had just died a week or
so before. They had all heard of him.) I promised I would keep in touch with them, and send
them some of our materials. I was delighted to be able to meet other Jesuits involved and
enthusiastic about CLC.       continued on the next page…
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… continued from previous page.

Then on way back from Thailand, I stopped a few days in Paris to visit friends there. I
was able to spend part of a morning at the National office of Communauté de vie
chrétienne (as it is called in France) with the national secretary. She talked about how
CVC  was organized in France and gave me a number of documents that I hope will be
useful for us in Canada as well. It was a good experience of the international dimension
of our Christian Life Communities.

I hope that the sharing of the fruits of the Nairobi Assembly as well as our own Atlantic
Regional Assembly will stir us all on to greater fidelity in our local groups to the call of
living out this way of life. If there is any way I can be a greater service to any local group,
please don't hesitate to ask.

With best wishes and continued union of prayer,

 Charles Pottie (Pâté) sj ,   
Atlantic Ecclesial Assistant.
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Formation Team News Update…

The September 17, 2004 date of the Group Guide Workshop at Stella Maris Renewal
Centre in Pictou is rapidly approaching. There are 6 CLC’ers planning to attend.

The Formation Team has designed the workshop based, in part, on the evaluation comments
that came out of the Group Guide workshops held in Moncton four years ago.

The practicum component and ongoing supervision are among the new elements to the
Group Guide training in Pictou. It is hoped that with the 3 days together, the goals set out
for the workshop leaders will be reached with time to teach, learn, discuss and discover the
meeting ground between the gifts and skills of the attendees and their future role as Group
Guides.

CLC is entering an exciting phase of communal apostolic mission. This mission aspect of
the World and National CLC mandate will be a significant addition to the workshop
weekend.

The Atlantic Region and indeed all CLC members who read Colloquy are asked to place
before the Trinity this weekend at Stella Maris Centre and pray for the workshop leaders
and participants.

Colleen Sumarah,
Chairperson
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Co-president of National CLC Canada, Graydon Nicholas,
shares the Story of the Eagle Feather, and a special prayer…

I met Paul Barritt-Flett in Winnipeg when I attended the funeral for Fr. John English on
June 15th. I had been given a double Eagle Feather from an Elder after I became a
Provincial Court Judge. I, in turn, gave it to Fr. John English. He then passed it on to Paul.
Below is a photo of Paul and I, as CLCers gathered at the home of Kati Gumbmann (Co-
President, National CLC Canada).

I gave Paul an explanation of the significance of the Eagle Feather. Paul is an original
CLCer from Winnipeg where he came under the influence of Fr. John. He now makes his
home in the State of Washington, U.S.A. .

I am attaching this Story of the Eagle Feather below that I have finally decided to type up
and send to him. It is a story that is shared and told to the next person who has the privilege
and honour to be a carrier of an Eagle Feather. I hope that you can put the photo and the
story in the Colloquy.

                continued on the next page…
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… continued from previous page.

I have another favour to ask. I am not sure if in the past I asked you to print the prayer of
Joseph Chiwatenhwa. He was a member of the Huron tribe who first contacted the Jesuits in
Ontario. Joseph was the first person in Canada to do an 8 Day Retreat in the 1630s. You can
see how Jesus inspired him. This prayer appeared in a book entitled Friends of God, written
by Bruce Henry sj. It would be most appropriate if this prayer could be shared with others
as the celebrations are taking place about the 400th year contact between the First Nations
and the Acadians.

Graydon Nicholas
Co-President, National CLC Canada

THE STORY OF THE EAGLE FEATHER
There was a time when all was as the Creator had planned. All
 of creation was getting along and fulfilling its purpose. The
 human beings were getting along with their brothers and sisters
 of the plant, animal, insects, creepy crawlers, birds, fish and
 other forms of life.

The human family was helping one another, living peacefully
with one another and celebrating with one another. There was
great care, love and respect for all of creation and created life.

Unfortunately, life began to change among the brothers and
sisters of the human family. Greed, selfishness, pride and
competition began to emerge. The “Sacred Teachings” of the
Creator that were handed down from one generation of Elders to
another were slowly ignored and forgotten.

There were sadness, hurt, disappointment and disillusionment among the people. No one
seemed to care, respect or love one another. The members of the human family did not
readily notice these changes because everyone was so busy surviving and getting ahead of
one another.

Their brothers and sisters of the bird and animal family did notice these changes. They
decided to get together. They noticed that their brothers and sisters of the human family
would not listen to them. They knew that the Creator was not happy. They noticed that the
Creator would not allow the Sun to get up and bring light. They noticed that some of the
light needed to support life in the plant family was not present. They noticed that the birds
were not singing. They noticed that the bees were not doing their best to help in the new
growth. They noticed that some of the food that nourished them was not present.

               continued on the next page…
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After much discussion, it was decided that
someone was needed to speak to the Creator to
help them and all of their brothers and sisters.
The one chosen to make this special effort
would have to be someone who was special,
dependable and respected. The Mouse came
forward and said that the squeaks that could be

made would get the attention of the Creator. The Mouse was not selected because it was to
low to the ground. The Bear came forward and roared as loud as it could. The Bear said that it
could climb the highest tree and roar. The Bear was not accepted because it was heavy and
might break the tree. Other animals came forward and none were accepted. The birds came
forward and each volunteered to fly as high as they could go and send a message to the
Creator. It was agreed that a special, powerful and soaring bird would be sent. Among the
birds, it was agreed that the Eagle would be the chosen bird. The Eagle was the bird that
could soar to the highest height. The Eagle had endurance and could make a sound that the
Creator could understand. The Eagle was prepared by the others for the special mission it
was asked to do.

The Eagle began its flight. It soared and soared until it reached the highest point of its flight.
It was tired. The Eagle knew that something had to be done to get the attention of the
Creator. The Eagle spoke in a loud voice. The Creator heard the Eagle and saw the Eagle
soaring and soaring. The Creator asked the Eagle what was the purpose of this journey.
The Eagle told the Creator all that was happening on Mother Earth. The Eagle told of the
sadness, fear, worry and concerns of the other forms of created life toward their brothers
and sisters of the human family. The Creator listened. The Creator told the Eagle why the
Sun was not appearing. The Creator was disappointed with the members of the human
family who forgot to live according to the “Sacred Teachings” given to the Elders. The
Elders were not being responsible by passing on the “Sacred Teachings”. The Creator was
not happy. The Eagle persisted and told the Creator that there was still some goodness in
some members of the human family. The Eagle asked the Creator to give them one more
chance. The Eagle said that it would do its best to identify and help the brothers and sisters
of the human family to live by the “Sacred Teachings”.

The Creator listened to the Eagle. The Creator decided to give the human family another
chance. The Creator knew that the other forms of created life needed their brothers and
sisters of the human family. The Creator thanked the Eagle for its request for help. The
Creator told the Eagle that it must return to Mother Earth. The Creator told the Eagle that as
a sign of the continued love and healing in the human family, The Eagle must offer one of its
feathers to the human family. The Creator instructed the Eagle to drop one of its feathers and
let it fall to Mother Earth.  A member of the human family who found the Eagle Feather  

      continued on the next page…
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would be the person who would teach and
remind their brothers and sisters of the
“Sacred Teachings”.

It is a great honour and privilege to be given
an Eagle Feather. There are many
responsibilities that a person has to fulfill. It
is not an easy journey. However, a person
with an Eagle Feather has the strength,
courage and wisdom that has been passed
down to them by the Elders. The “Sacred
Teachings” are for a life-time. The Creator is
on that sacred journey with that person. One
does not walk alone.  One walks with all of
the created forms of life and respects all
forms of life. One walks with respect on
Mother Earth. One walks with gratitude that
a new day is welcome by songs and warmth. One lives one moment at a time. One never
knows when the Creator will call them home. One is prepared to share with others. There will
be a time when a person will pass on the Eagle feather to some one else. It will not be easy,
but the Creator will guide you when it is time to do this honourable duty. You will share that
experience you first felt when you were given the Eagle Feather. The “Sacred Teachings” will
pass on to another person.

Joseph Chiwatenhwa’s Prayer
 Wyandot (Huron), North-eastern American Iroquoian Native tribe

O God, at last I start to understand you. You made the earth which we live in.
You made the sky which we see above us. You made us, we who are called people.

Now you let me start to know who you really are.
I know how to make a canoe, and how to enjoy it. I know how to build a cabin

and how to live in it. But you…you made us, and you live in us.
The things we make last for a few seasons. We only use the canoes we create

for a short time. We only live in the houses we build for a few years.
But your love for us will endure so long that we cannot count the time.

You will comfort us forever. As long as we live,
how can anyone not acknowledge you? You are the one who protects us.
The time we feel your presence the most is when we face death.

    continued on the next page…
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You are the one with the power to keep our souls alive,
because only you know how to love us in the deepest part of ourselves.

Not even a mother or father can love a human being the way you do.
Your love for us is so strong that it makes evil spirits lose their power.
Now I begin to see that the reason you made us is because you want

to share your love. Nothing attracts you as much your people.
Thank you for letting me understand you.

You love us so deeply that all I can do in return is offer myself to you.
I claim you as my elder and chief. There is no one else.

Ask me for anything you want. Just let me always hold you in my heart.
I always want to feel you watching and protecting me.

I offer you my family. If any evil strikes them when I am away,
I know you will take care of them. Your love is more than I can ever give them.

Thank you…from my heart.
I see the loving way you lead us along the path of life. You want what is best for us.

If we have poverty, let us feel your love in it. If we get rich, do not let comfort make
us forget that we need you. Never let us turn into selfish people.

Never let us think we are better than others who have less.
You love us equally, rich and poor.

We are people, your people, and you love us as we are.
It fills me with joy to know you. I can feel the presence of your love.

Thank you for letting me give you myself, just as I am.
The more I thank you, the more I find I can give myself to you.

Help me let go of the things I used to place my faith in. All I ask is to be yours.
It would have been enough to give us life and the gifts of the earth.

Thank you for them. But you've given us much more. In you, we live forever.
I can hardly imagine what heaven is like, but it is enough for me to know your love

and to believe in you with all my heart.
You have promised to let us be free spirits in you, and because I know you love us,

your promise gives us hope.
          Help us to welcome suffering if it means we will know our need of you more deeply.

In our suffering, help us give ourselves to you.
We don't have to be afraid to die, because death is the new birth that lets us
live fully in you.  Life is a journey, and with you as our companion and our

destination, it will end with great joy.
Lord, I am not afraid of death anymore.

I will rejoice when I know the time has come for me to die.
I do not even want to mourn the passing of my relatives. All I need to remember is

you are bringing them to be with you in paradise.
You want to take them away so they can have perfect happiness.

AMEN
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(Above), The Atlantic CLC Regional Council meet to plan for the Atlantic
Assembly at their Spring meeting in Halifax (at the Motherhouse, Mount Saint
Vincent University). (Below), On the evening prior to their planning work, the
Council had some play time! Hosted by Nuestra Casa CLC in Halifax, at the
residence of Jim and Lata Hall. A good time was had by all!
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Reflections: The ministry of Fr. John English sj

Over the next few issues, Colloquy will be presenting Reflections, focusing on the
ministry of Fr. John English sj with CLC. They will be written by those who knew him
personally in various capacities, as a colleague, friend, student, etc. . Should you have
something special that you would like to share, please drop us a note with the
accompanying piece to: ljdeveau@chebucto.ns.ca. Pictures are welcome as well.

Canadian Jesuit
Embodied Bracing
Power Of Joy
by Michael Higgins
President of St. Jerome's
University, Waterloo, Ontario.
(First printed in Opinion:
Toronto Star, July 17, 2004).

It is difficult being a Roman
Catholic these days without being
chastened. Again and again as a
community we are reminded of the
sins, miscalculations, blunders and
egregious faults of our leaders, and
indeed, of ourselves. Most
prominent, as you might expect, are

Fr. Marc LaPorte sj (centre), Jesuit Provincial
Superior, assisted by Fr. James Profit, sj and Fr. J
P Horrigan, sj , planting a tree in Fr. John
English’s sj memory.

the sex scandals that never seem to go away. A spate of new books on the sex abuse
malaise, easy and often cheap commentary by ill-informed and righteous critics,
fearful leadership by Catholic bishops who are either tepid in their response or overly
aggressive and defensive, and a demoralized clergy and laity wondering why the
heavens have fallen on us, all combine to make for a hobbling, maimed, and timid
community of faith.

But it needn't be like this. In fact, it shouldn't be like this at all. Anger, zeal for reform,
compassion and forthright leadership are called for and should be activated. But above
all, there must be joy. A Catholic community bereft of joy is a directionless body of
use to no one, including itself.

I was reminded of this while attending a remarkable memorial service for a genuine
spiritual leader, John English, who was a member of the Society of Jesus for the

      continued on the next page…
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Upper Canadian Province for more than half
a century. English's true claim to fame is not
longevity, but witness. And what a witness he
provided.

Known throughout Canada and a good part of
the English-speaking world for his intelligent
and original reading of the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius of Loyola, and for his willingness
to make this great classic of the Christian
spiritual life available for Catholics and
non-Catholics, lay and ordained, Christian  and non-Christian.

In the late 1960s, English, along with many like-minded Jesuits, spearheaded some
remarkable developments in the whole area of Ignatian spiritual direction. The results of
this kind of leadership are with us still, fermenting, generating and inspiring. English liked
to remind people that the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola are not an arcane
collection of unworldly maxims, nor a manual for the gnostic or spiritually elite.

For English, they're like "a Shakespearean play which is always being interpreted and
then reinterpreted, changing and adjusting to different cultures and times. The key to the
exercises, it seems to me, can be found in its internal dynamic of experience, reflection,
articulation and interpretation."

The spirituality of Ignatius as crystallized in the exercises is a spirituality for everyone. It
is egalitarian, accessible, and non-esoteric. It is there for the taking, or perhaps more
precisely, for the doing. No Jesuit in Canada laboured more assiduously, creatively, and
energetically for the "doing" than English.

The deep appreciation for his labours in this field of spirituality, for his persistence and
integrity, was amply provided by the large crowd that attended the memorial service in
Guelph. The ceremony spoke beautifully and appositely to his predominant passions: his
love of nature, his great good humour, his openness to others, his ecumenical sensitivities,
and his spiritual resilience.

As I watched the gathered remember him with tears, anecdotes, and laughter, I recalled
my own brief encounters with him: research interviews, casual conversation, shared
concerns. Although he was never my spiritual director, I read his work, probed his
thinking, and shared his jokes. Most important, I tasted the joy of his life. And that's my
point.

           continued on the next page…
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Catholics are not a bunkered people, and such a posture should be foreign to our very
nature. The demands of discipleship, the liberating power of joy, and intelligent
discernment are the components that make for an active and informed Christian witness.

English reminded us in his writing, in his life, and through his evolving legacy that the
spirituality in which he had been schooled – the spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola – is,
in the end, a spirituality of right-knowing and of making things just. It doesn't so much
proscribe experience, which sometimes other spiritualities tend to do, as much as it invites
one to sift and gauge its true measure. He spent his life trying to sift and gauge the true
measure of the spirituality he had made his own, but he didn't hoard his insights. He
harvested them.

English is one stellar reminder that a meaningful and integrated spirituality is the
foundation for reform, the raison d'etre of Roman Catholic structures of governance and
institutions of evangelization. We need to get that right. We need to get it as right as
English did for, in the end, atrophying structures will only give way to the luminous
credibility provided by the likes of Fr. John J. English, sj.

Give me only your love and your grace.
With this I am rich enough, and I have no more to ask.

—St. Ignatius Loyola

As we celebrate in honour of St. Ignatius (July 31) and thank our Triune God for
the gift of St. Ignatius to His Church, may we pray in deepest humility, "Soul of
Christ, santify me; Body of Christ, save me; Blood of Christ , fill me" as to realize
the 'fire' of God's love within each of us.

Blessings,
Pat Lawson, Our Lady’s Circle CLC
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FROM HANDS OF LOVE TO A SECONDARY SCHOOL

George from Kibera slum in Nairobi was a student of excellent potential but not performing
well; sometimes he was sent home from school for misbehaviour. Then we discovered that
his father was deceased and his mother HIV+ was working as a prostitute; George was often
chased from their one-room home without eating. George was one of 12 Form I students
sponsored last year by Christian Life Community (CLC)/Hands of Love Society (HOLS).

While trying to follow students like George, we were unhappy with the limitations and also
faced a four-fold increase in school fees. We recognised the need to offer more support and
reach more than just twelve students yearly. So in mid- December, we decided to step out in
faith and begin our own secondary school for AIDS orphans.

We targeted 20 students in Form II (including the 12 sponsored in 2003) and 30 in Form I.
Having virtually no resources this first year, we decided to operate on a shoestring budget.
In a burst of energy, we looked for rental space in the slum, wrote grant proposals, sought a
principal and teachers, and prayed it would work.

CLC-Kenya is member of an international lay movement following Ignatian spirituality.
HOLS, a registered society in Kenya, was begun two years ago by CLC to support ministry
to HIV/AIDS infected and affected, especially in Kibera, the largest Nairobi slum. HOLS
began with visitations and has expanded to areas of education/awareness, food/rent support,
self-help projects, bereavement care, and especially education support of affected youth.

Our 2004 school year began with a principal and five fully-qualified teachers who are
volunteers, one a Sister missioned by her congregation. We were overwhelmed by over 200
applicants for places in Form I and decided to stretch our resources and accept 37 students
along with 21 in Form II. In addition to the normal curriculum, we provide special resources
in support groups and counseling along with social work resources and extra tuition for our
students. We are applying for recognition under the Department of Social Services, whose
qualifications we already meet, so that our students will be able officially to matriculate by
the government examination at the end of Form IV.

Wanting the school to operate according to principles of Ignatian pedagogy, we invoke the
patronage of a Jesuit saint whom we share with the African Jesuit AIDS Network. St
Aloysius Gonzaga is patron of youth and students and now, because he died in serving
plague victims, he is often taken as patron of AIDS sufferers and their caregivers. The
vision of St Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School is to provide a fine educational and life
environment that can do much to compensate for the deficit of living caused by AIDS in a
slum. We want the school to be hands of love and a place of hope for students and the
surrounding community.

CLC-Kenya chaplain: Terry Charlton sj (charlton@zaidicentre.com)
From AJANews no. 17 - April 2004
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"Patience is not waiting passively until someone else does something. Patience
asks us to live the moment to the fullest, to be completely present to the
moment, to taste the here and now, to be where we are…. Be patient and trust
that the treasure you are looking for is hidden in the ground on which you
stand."

- Henry Nouwen

Book Reviews…

Christian Meditation, Experiencing the Presence
of God  A Guide to Contemplation

by James Finley
HarperSanFrancisco, 304p
Publisher's price: $19.95 (U.S.) hardcover

In the overcrowded category of “spirituality”
publishing, it is refreshing when, every once in a
while, along comes a book that merits serious and
quality attention. Such an example is James Finley’s
Christian Meditation. The author lived as a monk
for over five years at the Abbey of Gethsemane and
studied closely with Thomas Merton. He has also
written two previous books: Merton’s Palace of
Nowhere and The Contemplative Heart.

The present book is appealing in particular because it is written in narrative form. There
are no “lists” or “diagrams” as are often found in books on the subject. Finley is starkly
honest and candid in commenting upon his own troubled youth, the subsequent struggles,
the search for healing. Today, as a counselor he conducts retreats and workshops
throughout North America. And somewhat echoing Anthony deMello, S.J., Finley allows
that not everything he offers is for everyone, so—in effect—take what you like and pass
over what is not meant for you. The book contains 14 chapters, is often anecdotal, and
draws propitiously from Scripture, St. John of the Cross, St. Benedict, The Cloud of
Unknowing and the classic 12th-century work The Ladder of Monks by Guigo.

As with the path of meditation, the book evolves in stages as we make together a self-
transforming journey. Among themes explored are: learning to be silent; controlling our
thoughts; living attentively in the present; accepting God’s love, despite our
imperfections; neither clinging to nor rejecting our bodily being; entering the mind of
Christ; and practicing nonjudgmental compassion.                    continued on next page…
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An entire chapter, “A Ladder to Heaven” is an excellent, insightful and instructive
presentation of the fourfold path from spiritual reading to discursive meditation, to prayer
and, ultimately, to contemplation. But, Finley cautions, we need firm grounding as we
traverse the spiritual path; and we make our own way in our own time. “You don’t have to
be a monk or nun,” he writes, “to live a meditative life.”

We recommend Christian Meditation as a resource for spiritual renewal. The life it
outlines, with specific and practical guidelines, is a life any person in the world—no
matter their station—might adopt with great benefit. Here is ancient Christian wisdom,
desert wisdom, made for contemporary Christians. “What would it be like,” opines the
author, “to engage in your daily tasks—to open and close doors, take some boxes out of
the garage, file papers, answer the phone—not as rude interruptions into a carefully
sequestered contemplative life but, to the contrary, as living embodiments of the hands-on
divinity of daily living.” Something to think about.

(From www.americamagainze.org )

TESTIMONY: The Word Made Flesh
Daniel Berrigan. Orbis, $20 (U,S,) paper (240p.) ISBN 1-57075-545-0

Berrigan, a Jesuit priest who has spent his life preaching non-violence and care for the
poor, offers more than 40 short essays and excerpts from his writings on peace and
justice. Highlights include chapters on the peace-making activities of fellow workers
Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King Jr., Thomas Merton, Archbishop Romero and the
author's brother, Philip Berrigan. This last essay includes hard-hitting criticism of the
media's non-coverage of pacifists; Berrigan condemns "the studied silence of those who
purportedly exist to inform the public." The book's final section discusses how Christians
can remain Christians in a war-making state, and includes a moving poem that Berrigan
penned in 2001 when U.S. Catholic bishops approved Bush's war in Afghanistan.
Although the book's foreword by fellow Jesuit John Dear gives a fine introduction to
Berrigan's life and mission, there is no introduction explaining the goal of this book or the
origins of these sermons and essays. The book simply jumps right in with Berrigan's
rumination on the "swords and plowshares" passage from Isaiah 2. Readers who are
already familiar with Berrigan's work will not consider this a problem, but beginners will
wish for more context. (Due September 2004)

The next issue of Colloquy will be out on December 1st in preparation for
Advent. The deadline for submissions is November 19th. Please consider
submitting recent news from your CLC community, or related material
such as  reflections, prayers, book reviews, even good potluck recipes!
Photos are nice too. Submit by email to: ljdeveau@chebucto.ns.ca


