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Colloquy
Atlantic CLC  Christmas 2004         Issue #8

The birth of Jesus contains both a physical and a divine reality. First the physical – think universe.
He was born on a planet called Earth that exists within a solar system that is part of the galaxy
known as the Milky Way (pictured above). Earth is actually located in the outer edge of the galaxy,
about 28,000 light years from the galactic center. It is part of a solar system that includes eight
other known planets, and the only known planet with the ability to sustain life as we know it. The
solar system itself spirals around the edge of this galaxy.

The Milky Way galaxy is actually considered one out of billions of spiral galaxies in the universe.
If you were to pretend that the galaxy was a kid's sandbox, and the Earth’s sun a grain of sand in a
sandbox, the Earth would be a miniscule dust speck near the grain of sand, too small to be seen
without a microscope. If the Earth’s sun were a grain of sand in this sandbox representing the
Milky Way galaxy, the sandbox would be somewhat oval and yet flat, and would be about 20 feet
in diameter. The sand would be about 12 inches thick in the center, and thinner towards the edges.

It is estimated that the Milky Way contains over 100 billion stars. The Milky Way is only one
galaxy in what is believed to be part of a Super Cluster – 2500 galaxies make up a Super Cluster!
There are millions of Super Clusters in the observable universe. The Hubble Telescope is now
transmitting data that indicates the observable universe may be a total of 30 billion light years
across - light travels at 186,000 miles a second. That’s a lot of zeros!

continued on the next page…

Jesus was born here!

 And behold, the star that they
had seen at its rising preceded
them, until it came and stopped
over the place where the child
was...       (Matthew 2: 9 – 11)
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Highlights:

continued from previous page…

But what does this galactic information have to do with Advent and Christmas?

Given what we now know about Earth’s place amongst such a vast ocean of stars and galaxies,
covering immense distances that are practically incomprehensible to the human mind, why did
Jesus come here to Earth? God could have possibly chosen anywhere! But instead, God chose
Earth - this miniscule dust speck in the galaxy! He chose to enter into relationship with us
through His son, Jesus. This is where the physical reality of the birth of Jesus that we celebrate
during this season meets the supreme divine reality of God’s choice.

When I face the magnitude of this choice - of God’s gift of love to us by bringing His son Jesus
to the Earth through Mary (and let us not forget Mary’s choice too!), I am overwhelmed and
humbled.  For God’s choice is now an invitation - made to each one of us, to live as Jesus lived.
How do we now respond to that invitation?

With the birth of Jesus, a new reality is revealed to all. There is a divine reality that connects all
of humankind to the God-filled mystery of the vastness of the heavens. And now everyday
becomes an experience of Advent and Christmas. For we can confidently celebrate both the
presence of Jesus in our lives, and the great blessing this planet we call Earth has received
through God’s immense love for us. Job’s ancient wisdom truly rings true when he proclaims: He
made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the constellations of the south; He does great things
past finding out, marvelous things beyond reckoning (Job 9: 9-10). God’s love is indeed beyond
reckoning, but Jesus now points the way. Let us follow that Star!

Leo J. Deveau, Editor

And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them…
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Our Regional CLC Coordinator
Update…

My Atlantic CLC Brothers and Sisters, Peace!

“The Kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon
the ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and the
seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how. The earth
produces of itself. First the blade, then the ear, then the full
grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has come. ”

- Mark 4: 26-29

Summer has come and gone all too quickly. The warm days are now a sweet memory. The
fresh vegetables and fruit gathered and stored away for the cold days ahead - miracle of
miracles, from tiny seeds. Blessed are those who reap what they sow and blessed are those who
share the harvest with those who have none.

Just as we waited patiently for the fruit of our seeds to develop over the summer and fall
months, we now wait patiently for the birth of our Lord Jesus. Yes, Advent is a time of waiting,
of preparing our hearts for the coming of our Lord. But it isn’t a passive stance we take. We
don’t come to a standstill. Instead, we are called to look back and see where we may need some
pruning and to see where we can offer hope and new life to those whose paths we cross. We
may need to look to areas where we are being called to be nourished or enriched as well as
called to share from the nourishment we received over the past season. We also may be called
to stretch in areas we would rather not go. Let us all remain open to hear just where God is
calling us this Advent Season.

What’s new in our Atlantic CLC communities?

The Atlantic CLC Regional Assembly (Aug. 27-29/04) at the Villa Madonna was well
attended and the fruit from this effort is continuing to flourish in the Atlantic region. The theme
of the Assembly, “Atlantic CLC: One Community...Invited...Blessed...Sent” was central to
the celebration and provided the opportunity for the grace of the Assembly:

To Deepen Our Appreciation of the Call to be One
Apostolic Community sharing Responsibility for
Mission” to be realized.

In reviewing the written appropriations of the Assembly
submitted, many comments were shared indicating the
grace was fulfilled.

Some comments from the Appropriation Recaps were...

  continued on the next page…
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continued from the previous page…

• “The Assembly affirmed my commitment in CLC.”

•“A deepened awareness and appreciation that we are one Apostolic Body on a
World and National level supported by the Regional and local levels.”

•“I was reminded of the importance of the CLC mission - moving from I to us.”

<<< Delegates at the Regional
Assembly listen to a presentation
and share their reflections.

Keynote speakers, Leah Michaud
and John Sumarah listen to
questions on their talks and share
their reflections >>>

<<< Social time: Bishop Faber
MacDonald, Fr. Charles and others
provided great music and fun!

                       continued on next page…



5

continued from the previous page…

•“I now have a greater understanding of what an Apostolic Community is. I will go
    back to my local community with a renewed interest in looking at our
   mission and the community and it’s involvement.”

•“I am taking home with me a renewed spirit. Discernment,
Sending, Supporting, Evaluating. A lot to celebrate.”

•“A deeper awareness of one Apostolic Body.”

A prayerful space with
candles from each CLC
community and water from
each province >>>

<<<Pam Daigle, Graydon
Nicholas and Kati Gumbmann
share their reflections.

<<< A time to share Eucharist,
with Fr. Charlie Pottie (Pate) sj
presiding, assisted by Fr. Earl
Smith sj, with altar servers Doug
and Linda Hubbard from Come
and See CLC.

                 continued on next page…
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continued from previous page…

The mandate of the Assembly although not carved in stone, would then appear to be an
expressed desire to deepen our commitment to one Apostolic Body with the larger body and
to Discern, Send, Support, and Evaluation each other as we discover where God is calling
us regionally and locally. By way of moving forward with the fruit of the Assembly, a
4 Day SPRING CLC RETREAT is being planned for the Stella Maris House of
Hospitality in Pictou Nova Scotia, May 26-30/05. Costs will be $200. per person. There will
be a maximum space for 26 CLC’ers. The information brochure and registration
information will be sent out the 1st of the year to all CLC communities. This will be an
Ignatian based Guided Retreat led by our Atlantic Ecclesial Assistant, Father Charles Pottie-
Pate sj along with a group of trained Spiritual Directors.

On a personal note, a thank you to the Assembly committee for their efforts in creating such
a warm and inviting environment for all who attended. Also, to John Sumarah (NS) and
Leah Michaud (P.E.I.) for their generosity in agreeing to be our Lay Presenters for the
Assembly.

The Fall Atlantic CLC Regional Council meeting was held in Amherst NS at the
Charismatic Renewal Centre October 22-23/04 with 12 members present representing their
individual CLC communities from across Atlantic Canada (see below). The minutes have
been prepared and forwarded to each Contact Person for all Atlantic communities.

It was wonderful to see some new faces - Grant Curtis from Charlottetown P.E.I. replacing
Michelle Mahoney as Group Contact Person for Companions on the Way CLC. Also, two
new CLC Communities in formation were represented - Geraldine Tingley, from Group
Module III in Saint John NB and Jocelyn Weirathmueller, the CLC Fredericton
Community, were the respective Group Contact Persons. Jocelyn was also accompanied by
Greta Grondin from her community.

continued on next page…
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continued from previous page…

We are encouraged by the comments received from those taking the Group Guide
Formation training and by the new communities starting up in Nova Scotia. The Holy Spirit
is opening up hearts for CLC in Atlantic Canada (more on that from our Formation
Committee Chairperson, Colleen Sumarah, below).

Jane Abernethy-Parker has agreed to undertake a “twinning” of CLC communities by way
of creating “Triad’s” of communities from each of the 3 Provinces represented in the Atlantic
CLC. This will help us get to know each other more and allow us to share our common
missions. More will follow in the near future.

Atlantic Regional Assembly dates should be flexible... from the comments received in the
survey passed out during the Assembly, there was a consensus that the dates could/should be
flexible to change. At the Council meeting it was expressed that the Regional Council
Meetings across Canada should come before the National, which should come before the
World. This is so the prophetic word from the grassroots can offer food for the National to
consider prior to its participation in the World Assembly. This makes perfect sense and it will
be the guideline in setting the dates for our Assemblies in the future.

The Atlantic Regional Coordinator’s length of term has been changed to 3 years. There
was a unanimous consensus at the Assembly and at the Fall Council meeting that this would
better serve the region. As a result, I offered to extend my term to October 2005. Leo Deveau
is heading up a search committee for my replacement. We are looking for this person to join
the Council in April 2005 at the Mabou Spring Council Meeting to allow for a 6 month
overlap. Please pray and discern whether YOU are being called in this area. More information
will be forthcoming from Leo in the near future.

We gather next as a full Atlantic Regional Council in Mabou NS... at the Charismatic
Renewal Centre on April 29-30/05. The Executive Council will meet at Shad Bay March 11-
12/05 to make preparations for the Spring Council meeting and for the retreat. Please mark
your calendars for your Contact Persons to attend the April meetings so you will be well
informed and so that your communities concerns and ideas are voiced.

Thank you to those communities who have submitted their $35.00 towards the National
($25) and your Atlantic Region ($10). For those of you who haven’t, please do so as soon as
you are able. It is important that we honor our commitment to support our National and
Regional bodies. Lastly...the National is searching for a new leader(s). Please pray for God’s
preference to be brought forward.

That’s all for now friends.... Please have a wonderful Advent. Take the time to listen and
prepare for God’s gift to us, Jesus. May you, your families and your CLC communities be
richly blessed in this season of waiting and may the Blessed Trinity continue to guide you in
your journey.

      In Christ, Peter Chouinard
Atlantic CLC Regional Coordinator
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A message from our Atlantic
CLC Ecclesial Assistant…

challenging presentations of John’s and Leah’s – the following of Jesus and developing a
common apostolic mission in every local CLC and the awareness that each local CLC is part of
something bigger than itself, is part of regional, national and international community that is as
old as the Jesuits! -  the prayerful moments, the shared moments at the tables, the song and
dance, and fiddle playing of Bishop Faber, on Saturday night and our appropriation at the
Sunday Eucharist, etc. etc. I returned home filled with gratitude to God for these wonderful
signs of life and growth in our communities.
    It has been a very busy fall for me in the various ministries I'm involved in. But the graces I
experience bolster me up. I sensed the grace of our Truth Given discernment last year taking
shape in the beginnings of new groups in the Valley area, as our group moves in ways of
leadership of spirituality and justice in our area.
    Also, to be part of the new guides' workshop (part of the Formation committee) with John
and Colleen Sumarah and the 6 new guides was a wonderful weekend. Already we are seeing
the effects of this workshop in the new groups beginning.
    The importance of the guide in beginning new groups is crucial. Perhaps, our neglecting this
dimension of our CLC development has been the cause of some groups feeling lost or unsure
about the meaning and distinctive character of CLC groups. Every community needs to go back
every so often to its founding mission and meaning in order to continue to grow. So too with
Christian Life Communities - our roots in the Ignatian tradition, the Spiritual Exercises and our
call to common apostolic action.
    The season of Advent is upon us. For me, this season speaks of the longing and yearning in
all of us, in our world, for something more, something better in our human lives - as followers
of Jesus, it is the kingdom, the reign that he announced with his coming, once as one like us in
human frailty, in his ministry and above all in his dying and rising and gift of the Spirit. It is
because he has already come that we can hope for his return, day by day, and for his final
coming when all things will be revealed in his kingdom of peace and justice, grace and
holiness, love and joy. The prayers, symbols, scripture readings of our Sunday and weekday
liturgies invite us to this radical hope of Christ's coming. We are called to be active partners
with Him for this kingdom, as we work together in our various apostolic actions. Every action
done in faith, love and hope is part of building this reign of Christ.
    May God's Holy Spirit fill us all with new hope in these troubled, violent times. He has
come. He comes. He will come.  Marana 'tha: Come Lord Jesus, Come!

Your brother in Christ,
Charles Pottie (Pate) sj
Atlantic Ecclesial Assistant.

Dear Fellow CLCers:
Greetings of Peace and Advent blessings to you all. Here it is
already December and the images and sounds of our Regional
Assembly in St. John's are still echoing in me - the seeing of
friends from all parts of the Maritimes, the new people that
came for the first time, the inspiring – yes! For me – and
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Update from our
CLC Formation Committee…

From the Regional Formation Committee: November 28, 2004
The first of three Group Guide Training Workshops took place September 17-19 at Stella
Maris Renewal Centre in Pictou N.S.(see below).  Those present at this workshop were the
presenters Charles Pottie-Pate sj, John and Colleen Sumarah and six attendees.  Gilles
Michaud attended as an observer in his role as Chair of the National CLC Formation
Committee.

A Group Guide Training Manual was developed and distributed to the attendees at the
workshop.  The material covered included practical aspects and process of the first 12 weeks
in the Manual of Formation for Christian Life Community, Phase I.  Role-playing was a
central part of the workshop.  The evaluation given at the Moncton Workshops was read so as
to implement some of the recommendations from that workshop.  The Liturgy of Eucharist
and that of daily prayer was appreciated by all at the workshop.

An important outcome of this workshop was an appreciation of, and attention to and a fidelity
to the process of the Phase I Manual of CLC formation.  The new guides report feeling
supported and energized in their new role in CLC.

continued on the next page…

Attending the Group Guide Training Workshop in Pictou were - Back row, l-
to-r: Gilles Michaud, Fr. Charles Pottie (Pate) sj, Peter Chouinard,
Bud Boudreau, Kathy Deveau, John Sumarah. Front: Barbara Baker-Dykens,
Margaret  Melanson, Colleen Sumarah, and Francois Thebeau.
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continued from the previous page…

In New Brunswick a model was adopted of having an experienced guide accompany a new
guide, with all new guides meeting after a few weeks to report on their experiences and gain
support and further knowledge in guiding.  In Nova Scotia, a new model was chosen.  Each
guide in training is accompanied by an experienced guide for the first 12 weeks with a new
group.  The new guide models leading the group so that the new group may be faithful to the
CLC process from the outset.

The experienced guide models being a guide so as to provide input on guiding both to the guide
in training and to the group.  After 12 weeks a group leader is chosen, the experienced guide
leaves and the new guide continues as the group’s guide, distancing him/herself gradually and
visiting from time to time as needed.

A second workshop, February 4th-5th& 6th  2005, will take place in Pictou.  The same attendees
will continue the instructional part of their training.  The weeks following Week 12 of Phase I
Manual will be covered, with special attention given to group dynamics, the charism and
mission of CLC, as well as a more in-depth appreciation of Ignatian spirituality.  A third
workshop in the spring will finish the formal training of these 6 persons.  The Group Guide
Training Workshops will then be evaluated and a full report given to the Regional Council.

Colleen Sumarah
Chair of the Formation Committee
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Advent Greetings from
CLC National…

Warmest greetings to CLCers across the Atlantic Region and to our friends
and readers of COLLOQUY in other parts of Canada and the world at this time of Advent.
I hope that your preparation for the feast of Christ’s birth is a peaceful, joyful and prayerful
time!

Looking back over the past year I see important happenings for CLC Canada. The passing of
Fr. John English, SJ was a sad moment in our CLC history ˆ yet, this heartbreaking event has
inspired some of us to take on responsibilities we never could imagine having taken on before:
YOU CAN DO IT!!!  ‘Out of death, new life is born.’

I can recall many signs of the action of the Spirit in our national body after attending our
National Assembly in Lethbridge and the Atlantic Regional Assembly in St. John. Hope,
commitment, renewal, empowerment by the gift of Ignatian Spirituality leading us forth into
whatever call the Lord gives us - an openness of becoming members of one body - a new
awareness of how much God loves us!

Soon there will be significant changes at the national level and Graydon and myself will be
passing on the torch to the incoming president/s. We also hope to welcome a new National
Community Coordinator in the near future. Please remember them in your prayers.

Wishing you and your families blessings at Christmas and during the year to come.

National CLC Co-President,
Kati Gumbmann

Wishing
you the
many

blessings
and

graces
of this
Holy

Season.

Pray that
your

New Year
is

filled with
peace
and
joy!

KATI
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As announced in the previous edition of Colloquy, in various issues we will be sharing
reflections on the life and work of Fr. John English sj. Below are two reflections - one
from  Fr. Earl Smith sj, National CLC Ecclesial Assistant; and one from the CLC
community that Fr. John belonged to for seventeen years.

A man of courage
by Fr. Earl Smith sj

It has been nearly six months since the death
of John English, S.J.  Distance from our loss of
him to cancer has resulted in further reflection
on the meaning of his life as a witness to the
gospel of the Lord Jesus.  This is especially
true of this time of year when themes about
life after life are current in scripture at the
end of our Liturgical Year.

Lately I’ve been inclined to remember John as
a man of courage.  He was, indeed, a man of
 ‘joyful hope’.  Whatever human frailties and
shortcomings he possessed he often exuded the
presence of the Risen Lord alive in his heart with
a welcoming smile to many persons he greeted from
 his hospital bed.  John willingly shared with us this
great gift throughout his entire life.  John had a
profound heartfelt knowledge that our hope for life eternal rests not in ourselves or anything we
accomplish in life – even in God’s name – but, rather, in God alone.

John did not like illness.  He fought his getting old and infirmed especially before he took to his
bed after loosing his ability to toilet himself or walk a few steps even across his hospital room.
He suffered moments of intense self-doubt.  He yearned for greater conciliation to the Lord.  As
he reflected upon his ‘sin history’ he feared having stepped once too often beyond the embrace
of God’s mercy. He struggled to pray and often could not pray in any coherent way.  In these
moments he was left to surrender ‘being sick’ as his one and only possible meaningful prayer.

John’s last few months of life resembled basic truths about ‘our’ human condition.  At critical,
essential moments in life John discovered how he had chosen to live ‘the truth about his life’
oftentimes with grace and sometimes with fault.  This he knew could not be changed.  John
knew this in his heart.  In the end he stood ‘unprotected before God’.  God alone was his
salvation.  God offered his holy presence as mercy and forgiveness offered through a few
confidences and many visitor-friends, and John struggled to receive it and fully believe it.

         continued on the next page…
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We remember John
A Memoir of John English SJ
by his CLC Community, 2004

John  English SJ, in 1974, collected a small group of lay
people and trained them in a process that had them sharing
their interior journey with each other in groups of five or six
persons. These were the first Christian Life Communities
(CLC) in English Canada. Prominent among the first members
were Art Walter, and Peter and Barbara Peloso. We, Kuruvila
and Lois, joined our first CLC group in 1977.  In 1987 we joined with the Pelosos and Crystal
and John Sullivan to form a CLC which included seven of the nine children of the three
families. Shortly afterwards John English joined us as a member. In 2000 Dan Coughlin joined
the group. John English was with the group for 17 years, until his death in 2004.

Dan Coughlin writes:
I once told Fr. John how much I was impressed by Bishop Spong’s writing. I got the distinct
impression that Spong was not his favourite author. John was always completely loyal to the
tradition of the church and felt that Spong tended to disregard that tradition. Rather than argue
with me he gave me a book by Luke Timothy Johnson.  Johnson not only gave a lucid criticism
of Spong but went on to point out that our faith is not in the historical Jesus but in the Spirit of
the risen Lord present in the community. This was very much John’s faith, which he expressed
in all his actions. Coughlin continues on next page…

continued from previous page…

John was a man of courage. His formation as a son of God
and ‘loved sinner’ continued as he lived life unto death.
His life’s circumstances did not show many signs of
victory.  Instead, amidst the defeats like his diminishing
health and loss of ability to communicate with CLC
companions, John learned to accept his life beyond daily
setbacks without losing heart.  He was NOT fearless but
like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane triumphed over it.

Throughout John’s life he lived with an abiding desire ‘to be one with’ his CLC brothers and
sisters worldwide.  To this end he chose to live, work and pray with a wide spectrum of people
who choose to live the CLC way of life.  He continues to be remembered as our ‘Master
Teacher’.  He taught us many things very well but perhaps none so well as the power of the
Blessed Trinity shown through his last few days among us on earth.  In this way he incarnated
these words of scripture:

“What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.” 1Cor.15: 36

…he often exuded the
presence of the Risen
Lord alive in his heart
with a welcoming smile
to many persons…
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Coughlin continued from previous page…

When I was visiting John in Winnipeg, I had the privilege of staying at the Jesuit residence.
John had a little kitchenette off his room and he told me to help myself to breakfast. When I
came down in the morning there were six young men sitting around a table in an adjoining
room. I waltzed in declaring how delighted I was, for the first time in my life to have breakfast
with Jesuits. They said, “We are not Jesuits, we are counting the collection.”  John thought that
was very funny!

Barbara Peloso writes:
John English was a man who lived in freedom, the
freedom that comes from knowing that God loved and
guided him.  He was able to approach each new situation
with openness and a willingness to learn and grow.  This
characteristic allowed him to accept each person with
respect and understanding.  At his funeral the resounding
message from those who knew him was: “He loved and
accepted me just as I was”.  He was a cherished friend
who had a very ready laugh, which often sent his feet
flying if he was seated!  It was a laugh that filled the
room.  John was a man who read the signs of the times.
He brought hope, wisdom and a discerning heart and
mind to this present age.  He freely shared this hope with
everyone. He is a prophet of our day.  To say that it was a
privilege to know John is an understatement.  He was a
blessing directly from the heart of God.  This gift of
himself and the legacy he left behind lives on, not only in
all who knew and loved him, but also into the universe.”

Peter Peloso writes:
I met John English in 1969 at a weekend retreat at Loyola House, Guelph, Ontario.  Within a
few minutes of meeting him, he asked me if I would like to make an eight day retreat.  He didn’t
hesitate because he knew the value of an extended time of personal reflection to get in touch
with one’s experience.  This conviction blossomed into 35 years dedicated to the formation of
small faith communities and programs for individual and communal experiences of the
Spiritual Exercises.  John taught me to use the prayer of the imagination.  In this prayer one
“dialogues” in one’s imagination with, for example, members of the Trinity.  It is a great way
to build up one’s relationship with the Trinity and a process which helps us respond to the Holy
Spirit.  In this process a new, authentic relationship with and image of God is established.  This
is one example of the type of work that John English, John Veltri, and their teams did at Loyola
House.  They made it an international powerhouse for spiritual growth

What was it about John English that attracted us and convinced us that he was a truly great
person?

      Peloso continues on next page…
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Peloso continued from the previous page…

-He was energized with “teaching” prayer based on relationship with God, and his
enthusiasm drew people to get involved in his work.
-In his companionship with others in spiritual direction he honoured their prayer
experiences; they were an important source for his dynamic theology.
-He knew the value of a process in which God leads one to a new relationship where God
establishes a relationship built in love.  It is the ideal basis on which to respond in action.
-John loved people and was sensitive and genuine in his involvements.

John was a member of our “Family CLC” and as such he shared our married lives; the joys
and challenges of our relationships with our spouses and children.  He became “Uncle
Father Gramps” to our seven children in CLC.  They were his grandchildren.  So although he
was a celibate, John had an extended family and an experience of family life.  John laughed
with us, wept with us and discussed complicated insights
 like the “Cosmic Christ” with us.  He really listened to us,
 transcending our personalities to get to our personhood.

Cris Kotow-Sullivan writes:
When I think about the impact of John English on my life,
many moments come to mind.  The work that I do is woven
 with the learning that I have integrated into my life over
 the last 30 years as a CLC member.  I have known
 John English for over 20 years.  My first meeting was
 at Guelph when John Sullivan and I were doing
 Annotation 19.  That was also the time we first met the
 Peloso’s and Zachariah’s.  However, it would be several
 years before out lives became intimately entwined.  We
 returned to Zambia for three years to work full time with
 the CLC of Zambia.  In 1984 when we returned to Canada,
 our primary CLC was in Detroit, Michigan, but we again
had connections with the Canadian CLC. After a time we
 began talking with the Peloso and Zachariah families
about another model of CLC that would involve our
children.  It was at this point that we approached John
English to join us in the experiment.  This was in 1987.
 And so the journey began, with John English, and the
Peloso, Zachariah and Sullivan families forming the
Family CLC.

I have facilitated workshops and assemblies with John
English as well as sat on EXCO with him.  These were wonderful experiences of
collaboration and collegiality. However, the place where he had the most impact on my life
was in our Family CLC.  It was in that experience that John challenged me, empowered me,
loved me and argued with me.                                           Kotow-Sullivan continued on next  page…

…the place where he
had the most impact
on my life was in our
Family CLC.  It was
in that experience
that John challenged
me, empowered me,
loved me and argued
with me.  He laughed,
cried,  loved our
children,  and became
their grandpa and
spiritual guide as
well as a good and
loving friend to us
all…
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Kotow-Sullivan continued from the previous page…

He laughed, cried, loved our children, and became their grandpa and spiritual guide as well
as a good and loving friend to us all.  John always stressed the importance of relationships.
And he lived what he taught.  John continues to touch my life as I embark on a new episode in
my career.  I hear his voice challenging me to use all of my gifts for the greater good, for
changing the world, to think as well as to act.

I often hear his laugh.  I hear the passion in his voice as he explores a new idea.  I see his
determined face.  But most of all I feel his love in my soul as he continues to love us into
being.

John Sullivan writes:
What John and I shared, which was so important to me, was our common training as priests -
he as a Jesuit, I as a former Basilian. Since we shared this common subculture, he could
relate incidents that had happened in his Jesuit community, knowing I would understand.  He
contrasted and compared these to what was happening in our family CLC, which was often
quite different. He knew I understood and appreciated both sides.

Obviously his training as a Jesuit formed John, but I believe his experience in our Family
CLC was a foundational formation experience for him. His greatness resided in his ability to
be open to it. We were seven adults and seven children between the ages of 6 and 13 when we
started in 1987.  We met every 6 weeks, living together for the weekend. A community so
structured is very different from a male celibate community of which he was often “the boss”.
The three women challenged him on all the issues in the church concerning women and the
children challenged on many levels; emotionally and spiritually as well as with their
physical energy as young healthy children. To them he became a substitute parent,
grandparent, loving uncle and he responded in kind. He listened with respect and
encouragement to the adults and in turn challenged us. In 15 years we were all together, we
dealt with many important issues that arise in families.  We are the better for his participation
and guidance.

continued on next page…
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continued from the previous page…

Lois and Kuruvila write:
John English SJ taught us that when we look back over our lives gently and reflectively, we
discover that events and relationships seem to be parts of a drama acted according to a
script. Nothing was accidental, nothing was isolated by itself. So it was when we recall our
years with him; we cannot separate his role, his lines, from the larger picture of the drama
and the roles of others.  In 1965 he changed the way retreats were being given at the Loyola
Retreat Centre in Guelph.  With John Veltri he introduced  the new style of individually-
directed Ignatian retreat, so that the old type of preached retreat was gradually replaced.

Thus, our spirituality underwent a great development too:  in the former type I, the
retreatant approached God the Father through Jesus, as a follower of  the steps of a  prayer
ritual prescribed by the priest.  John English and John Veltri  made the radical change of
giving persons the Exercises as a open gift. So, in the new style of retreat, I entered a more
direct relationship with Jesus as brother; in this one-on-one conversation   I  could discern
with Him, my  deep desires and my life decisions.

In turn, this change in individual spirituality led us
into a profound change in communal spirituality.
These early retreatants were able to join together in
CLC groups instead of the older Sodalities. Of course,
this re-examination of Ignatian roots had already
started in Europe and the new CLCs there served as
models for our Canadian development.

John was an intimate, devoted friend of Jesus. He
helped us to know that the Three Divine Persons lived
in and with each of us as the Christ-Within who was
the source of our life as persons. Satish Kumar at
Schumacher College writes that education means “to
bring out, to develop from within….  An oak is not put
inside an acorn, but rather the oak is brought out of
the acorn. In the same way a poet, a painter, a
musician, a gardener grows out of the child:  those
gifts are not put into the child”.   During the thirteen
years that we met with him, creative gifts grew out of

each of us or matured in us. The thirteen of us in this CLC group have different
personalities; in thirteen different ways I feel that John took an interest in each of us
personally. Early in our acquaintanceship he taught us to reflect on everyday experience, to
respond with gratitude for grace received, and so to discover and befriend God in all things
experienced.  Gradually we learned within our group that simply to be listened to with
concern, was a profound way to give and receive love. He talked often of the Trinity and
over the years our image of the three divine Persons matured. We related to them as a
community of three not in the heavens, but in our midst.                   continued on next page…
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Through the vision of Sophia/Wisdom Christology, we experienced God grieving within us in
our pain as parents, spouses and children. Gradually we experienced God in the midst of
creation too and suffering with creatures in the agony of the food-chain. With John, in our
different ways, we awakened to the awe, immensity and grandeur of the New Story.

We were surprised and pleased to discover that John,
renowned as an authority on the Spiritual Exercises,
and as a director of retreatants, had trained as a
 forestry engineer in British Columbia and had a
 deep love of forests. He also had a keen interest in
 science and once told us that he would have enjoyed
 a career as a chemistry teacher. He grew up in
 Saskatchewan and had military training near the end
 of the Second World War, in the Canadian prairies.
As a young man in Winnipeg he worked for the forestry
service, and his route to the office took him past the
Jesuit church. He told us that he sometimes entered the
 church for a few minutes and one day kneeling there he
 experienced, mystically, a great brightness of light
 through the rose window of the nave. He decided on
 that day to enter the Society of Jesus.  He taught at the
 famous Loyola College in Montreal, but it was later
 (as I recall) when he directed novices in the Spiritual
Exercises that he found his bliss as a spiritual director.

Our most grateful memory of three decades of friendship with John was his interest in each of
us as persons; as people in relationship. We knew that in the periods of absence between
meetings, he thought about our interests, our worries, our children and our questions. Then
he collected books, articles and references which he would give us along with insightful
comments when we next met. He taught us first, about St. Ignatius, but had much to say also
about Macmurray, Lonergan, Panikkar and Teilhard de Chardin. There were many other
authors besides these. Over the years he gave us an education  with a special,  precious
intimacy to it we had never experienced.

 John worked for more than ten years giving workshops which took an Ignatian approach to
group development and leadership.  He, with Jesuit colleagues and others at the University of
Scranton wrote a manual for these workshops incorporating skills in group dynamics and
communal spirituality. Its title was Ignatian Spiritual Exercises for the Corporate Person.
Over the years our small group and many in the CLC Canada made good use of these
materials. They included the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, leadership styles, communal
discernment and decision-making, graced history, and other valuable skills for group
leadership.

               Lois and Kuruvila continued on next page…
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I, Kuruvila, remember a CLC meeting years ago. A few days before it, I had attended the
funeral of my mother and I told the group of my awareness of the grief of our two youngest
children who were with us that weekend. Each of us decided to spend an hour writing a letter to
a loved one who had died; then, if we felt we could, we would read out our letters in a ritual of
sharing. The letters of the seven children moved me profoundly. All of us had tears. John’s
letter was to his father Leonard; John recalled his Dad’s gentleness, his humanity, his happy
memories. I will not forget John’s love in sharing those words with us.

In the months since John died the two of us have longed to be with him again but we have not
grieved; we have become aware that we know him so closely that these six months have been
for us a joyous Fourth Week.

News from Prince Edward Island
CLC communities…

The CLC Island community felt that it would be
good to celebrate the autumn time by gathering
under the theme of “ Harvest Fest”.

The occasion took place in Summerside P.E.I. on
the 17th of Oct, 2004. We pondered on the Fall
season that was upon us as a time of
homecoming and reunion. We also remembered

and meditated on the vision expressed in the Ignatian Principal and Foundation:

We humans are created in union with all other creatures of the universe to praise,
reverence and serve the Trinity and in this united activity to appreciate our kinship
with each other and to discover the fullness of our own lives on earth.

We are to respect all other creatures even as we use them for our own livelihood and
unite with them in praise, reverence and service. This requires true spiritual freedom
on our part. Such freedom extends to our relationship with everything. This is the
basic attitude toward all members of the community of life and is necessary for true
love. So we need to find this freedom in order to develop a right relationship with
creatures, human, plant, and animal. This gives us freedom to live our lives in
honour or dishonour, poverty or riches, sickness or health, a short life or a long life,
whether for honour or dishonour, poverty or riches, long or a short one, in sickness
or in health, and in all other matters.

                continued on next page…
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Our one desire is to choose what will better help us be united in love and gratitude with all of
creation for the greater praise, reverence and service of the Trinity.

(From: Twenty-four Spiritual Exercises for the New Story of Universal Communion)

From this reflection grew the theme and grace. And with that in place, we moved into a
preparation period for the event where all CLC members were being invited to pray and
meditate on the following:

GRACE
“ I ask for the intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ, who became a creature like one of us for the
sake of the universal community of life, that I may imitate Him in His respect for all life and
love Him in the fullness of communion with all creation.”

SCRIPTURE: SIRACH 43

On Sunday morning ( 17 Oct.) at 11:00 am, people started arriving from the 3 CLC island
groups representing: Companions CLC, Ixthus CLC, and Family CLC.

The 25 CLC members that gathered at St Paul’s parish hall were greeted by David
MacIsaac. He ministered to each person as they entered by a blessing and the washing
of  hands.

            continued on next page…
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The program for the day consisted of:
1. Opening prayer and silent meditation
facilitated by Grant Curtis.
2. Sharing by all through spiritual conversation.
3. Lunch provided by pot luck sharing table.
4. A sing-along with many musical instruments
making joyful noise lead by the Family CLC
5. A power point presentation on the World CLC,
its graced history, and the Nairobi Assembly.
The presentation was given by Gilles Michaud
(the ppt presentation is available on a CD on request).
6. A power point presentation on CLC Canada
Assembly, 2004, held in Lethbridge.
The presentation given by Grant Curtis.
(the ppt presentation available on request).
7. A power point presentation on the Regional
Assembly, 2004, St John NB. The ppt presentation
given by David MacIsaac.
(the ppt presentation is available on request).
8. Evaluation and appropriation of the day.
9. Closing ritual facilitated by Regina McQuaid CND
and Julia Donohue.

David MacIsaac blesses and washes
the hands of Michelle Mahoney.

Making a joyful noise with Family CLC!
              continued on next page…
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The PEI CLC gathering concluded with this closing autumn prayer:

A  PRAYER  FOR   AUTUMN  DAYS

God of the seasons, there is a time for everything; there is a time for dying and a time for rising. We need
courage to enter into the transformation process.

God of autumn, the trees are saying goodbye to their green, letting go of what has been. We, too, have
our moments of surrender, with all their insecurity and risk. Help us to let go when we need to do so.

God of fallen leaves lying in colored patterns on the ground, our lives have their own patterns. As we
see the patterns of our own growth, may we learn from them.

God of misty days and harvest moon nights, there is always the dimension of mystery and wonder in our
lives. We always need to recognize your powerful presence. May we gain strength from this.

God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain, many gifts of growth lie within the
season of our surrender. We must wait for harvest in faith and hope. Grant us patience when we do
not see the blessings.

God of geese going south for another season, your wisdom enables us to know what needs to be left
behind and what needs to be carried into the future. We yearn for insight and vision.

God of flowers touched with frost and windows wearing white design, may your love keep our hearts
from growing cold in the empty seasons.

God of life, you believe in us, you enrich us, you entrust us with the freedom to choose life. For all this,
we are grateful.

CLOSING PRAYER

God of love, you enter into our autumn seasons, into our deepest places of inner dwelling, into the heart
of our transformation. You give us glimpses of the truth. May we allow our experience of autumn to
speak to us of necessary change and growth. May we accept the invitation to reflect upon our own
death. Grant us an openness to the continuous process of letting go and moving on that is part of the
human condition. We are grateful that you are our faithful companion on this journey. Amen.
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News from Earthen Vessel CLC,
Saint John

Greetings to each of you in our CLC family!

Our first word to you is one of great joy and gratitude
as we celebrate the gift of our community name from
God.

As you may recall, we have been part of the CLC
community for approximately five years.  Our journey
together began with an invitation to form a  “Come &
See” community to discern whether God was calling
us to be part of CLC.  Over these years, we retained
the “Come & See” name for our community having
been richly blessed with an ever-deepening sense of
our call to CLC within that identity. However, out of
our graced history, God has been calling us to be still
and listen to His voice, to know our name by which
He calls us.  To that end, we devoted our annual retreat. What a graced time it was for all of us
– individually and as community!

The key instrument we used to enter into our graced history was developing a history line.
We literally used a VERY long roll of paper to outline our chronological time together
(years/months) and then allowed the Spirit to lead us to significant events in our life as a
community. We wrote these on the time line, touching into each experience at some felt level as
they unfolded.   Overnight and through the early part of the next morning, we then pondered the
significance of these events in terms of our story, how God is calling us, what name God is
breathing into our community.

When we gathered to share these revelations in word and symbol, WE HEARD GOD CALL
US BY NAME. Calling us clearly through imagery and word and the many ways that imagery
and word have been echoing throughout our graced history over these five years.  The story of
the naming of John the Baptist resonated deeply within us as we were freed to move from our
“Come & See” name identity and heard “No! Your name is to be “Earthen Vessel”.

This week, we gathered as community to share our experience of God’s word as we prayed for
confirmation of our name over the past three weeks. Each person shared a deep experience of
confirmation.  Perhaps one member’s response to the question; "What do you sense the Holy
Trinity speaking into our community,” best expressed our sense of response and embracing of
our new name that:

       continued on next page…



24

“God is helping us to look at the transition of who we have become (in Him) over the past five
years. In the beginning we were drawn together by the invitation as "Come and See." The
image given to our community at that time was a depiction of Jesus extending one hand to us.
This image was mounted on a board then cut into puzzle pieces . . . each member represented
by one piece. In a prayerful ritual the puzzle was cemented together, yet the distinctive pieces
were visible…[During retreat last month] The Trinity brought forth our identity, naming us
Earthen Vessel. Now God proclaims who we are in Him . . . no longer are we individual pieces
(or individual vessels). We have been taken by the Potter and have been molded into one clay
pot where there is no singular identity. We have been transformed into one earthen vessel . . .
imperfect and fragile with our humanity; the treasure of community carrying the gift of the
Divine presence … open to the ongoing work of The Trinity, constantly shaping and reshaping
us.”

We also want to update you about our prison ministry,
what has been a letter-writing ministry to a 29 year old
man, Jason Young, who is serving a life sentence in a
federal institution in Nova Scotia.

We had come to a place where we felt ‘stuck’ as a
community and seemed to lack energy in our response to
Jason. One of our members, Peter Chouinard, visited
Jason in prison last month. This visit has truly been a gift
for all of us. Peter experienced Jason as a gentle, loving
man of God, deeply committed to Jesus and His mission
in the midst of the stark and harsh reality of prison life.
Not only did Peter experience a deep love bonding with
Jason but his sharing of that experience with us has
renewed our sense of call to Jason on a very personal and
communal level. In reviewing and renewing our
commitment to the call to support Jason, we experienced

God calling us to a much freer and broader vision of what that support could be.

It is clear that our call is to use the many gifts of our community in a fuller response based upon
our individual gifts; letter writing will continue as a primary means of support by some but
others had a sense of call to a specific ministry of intercessory prayer, others visiting Jason in
prison,  others sending  greeting cards on a regular basis as well as an openness by all to
intentionally embrace Jason in our hearts and prayers as the Spirit brings him to our awareness
in every day life. We experienced a wonderful renewed sense of energy to our call and
commitment to our ministry with Jason.

As we continue listening and seeking ways to respond to God’s invitation for us to build
Kingdom with Him as community, we find ourselves repeatedly drawn to situations in life
crying out for justice. We are recognizing a growing sense of call to somehow touch the lives of
the poor, aged, isolated, imprisoned and rejected.  With this awareness alive in our hearts, we
close our visit with you with this quote from ‘The Real Presence of the Future Kingdom’ by
John Wickham:

       continued on next page…
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Contemporary experience tends to send us back to our faith in God’s intention to save
us. We must learn anew how to exercise our hope in God’s continuing presence to us in
Jesus.

Only the Lord of History can be relied upon to bring about a more hopeful way of life
on planet earth. But together, we are called to act as God’s instruments in working
towards this goal of historical existence.

As we continue our journey together in response to this call, we offer this prayer for each of
you: May the face of the Lord Jesus shine on you and bring you joy and peace.

Earthen Vessel CLC,
Saint John, New Brunswick

National Day of Prayer for the Aboriginal People
December 12, 2004

CLCers are invited to join in the Day of Prayer
across Canada to be held on the Feast Day of Our Lady of

Guadalupe, recognized as Our Lady of the Americas.We
are encouraged to pray for Aboriginal People and the

issues that affect them in whatever ways are comfortable:
Reading Scripture, Eucharist, Rosary, Meditation,

Prayer Circle, etc.

Suggested Scripture Passages:
(1) Ex 19: 3-5; (2) Is 40: 27-31; (3) Is 66: 18-19; (4) Lk 24: 24-46;

(5) 2 Cor 12: 8-10, and/or (6) 1 Pet 2: 1-10.

Other Suggested Resources: Phase 2 Manual, p. 110 [Sustainable development: a native
perspective], www.ahf.ca, www.cccb.ca/commissions,

Catholic Aboriginal Council for Reconciliation, and attached documents.

For more details please contact Graydon Nicholas: graydon1@nb.sympatico.ca

“We can grow in communal consciousness when we not only become aware of
our global interconnectedness, but also take responsibility for it. Because of
modern ecological awareness, we know that we can hurt each other from across
the world. But this also means that we can heal each other from great distances:
we now have the possibility of authentically loving each other in ways that were
unavailable during Ignatius’ time.”

-Trileigh Tucker, ‘Ecology and the Spiritual Exercises.’ The Way, January 2004. Vol.43:1
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News from the CLC
NGO Working Groups
Projects 127…

October 2004

CLC as a Non-Governmental Organization at the United Nations
Dear friends:

How can CLC live the MAGIS more profoundly in the opportunities our status as a Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) at the United Nations (UN) is giving us? Which steps are
possible and necessary now? How can we share responsibility for mission and in the social
context we face?

This issue of Projects has been prepared by the two CLC NGO Working Groups (Geneva and
New York) and intends to share with you this common concern of our worldwide community.

Why should participation in the United Nations be a concern for CLC?

Christian Life Community, rooted in Ignatian Spirituality, is a particular vocational call and
way of life that is engaged in the building of the reign of God in the world. (GP 2, 4, 12)

Our Common Mission document reflects the vast field of mission and a CLC desire for the
creation of a more just world:

“We want to participate in different forums at the national and international levels,
bringing to them the voice of the poorest…” (…) “In different ways all of us are
called to active participation in the economic, political and social structures, not
only from a critical point of view but also through providing solutions.”

The Nairobi Recommendations reaffirms the need of CLC to be visible at the
international level and our presence at the UN is: “an effective means to promote social
justice.”

As a worldwide apostolic community at the service of one world, Christian Life Community’s
involvement at the United Nations allows us to be at the cutting edge as the emerging world
community unfolds. In this way, CLC has the opportunity to bring the work of the United
Nations before our membership and to encourage them to work at the field level to promote
peace and justice. (Cf. GP 4, 6, 7, 8)

CLC Status and Possibilities at the UN

In 1975, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations Organization
granted the Christian Life Community consultative status (Roster) at the United Nations.

   continued on next page…
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• The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) activities relate to development, world
trade, industrialization, natural resources, human rights, status of women, population,
social welfare, science and technology, prevention of crime, etc.

• As a Roster member, CLC joins other organizations which do not have general or
special consultative standing but which the Council, or the Secretary General of the
United Nations, considers can make occasional and useful contributions to the work
of the Council or its subsidiary bodies.

CLC has the right to send delegates to meetings, to intervene
in debates, to propose solutions and to collaborate with
Council and United Nations Secretariat personnel in areas in
which we have expertise.

Christian Life Community was granted official
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) status with the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

CLC collaborates with others as a member of the
Conference of International Catholic Organizations (ICO) and as a member of the Conference
of Non-Governmental Organizations in consultative status with the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (CONGO).

• The Conference of ICO provides a focal point of information, reflection and co-
ordination for its members. The aim is to make present the Christian community in
international life.

• In order to improve the consultative process and the
coordination of activities in relationship to United Nations
activities, CONGO was established providing a forum for
NGOs with common interests to come together to study, plan,
support, and act in relation to the principles and programs of
the UN.

    CLC History - Important Steps

The CLC General Assemblies of Augsburg ’73, Manila ’76,
Rome ’79 and Providence ’82, accepted and developed the strategy of liberation of the whole
person and of all persons with a clear option for the poor. As one concrete response, the
challenge was for CLC to be visible where necessary in the public forum, especially as a non-
governmental organization represented at the United Nations.

In the early 70’s, Betty Leone, a CLC USA member initiated the drive to promote CLC
becoming an NGO with involvement at the UN. Thomas Ignatius Monahan took up the
challenge and in 1978 began to serve the world community as the first “official”

        continued on next page…
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representative at the United Nations in New York. At this time, the particular focus was on the
prevention of the spread of nuclear arms. When Tom died in 1985, Fr. Daniel Fitzpatrick S.J.,
aided by various CLC members, took on the responsibility of being the CLC Representative.
Concerns addressed over these years included the status of women, children - especially the girl
child - and human rights violations.

Fr. Dan was an active member on the NGO Committee of
Freedom of Religion and Belief and served on its Executive
Council for two terms. This capable and effective presence at the
UN in New York ended with Fr. Dan’s retirement at the end of
2002.

In 1991, Fr. Henry Volken S.J. began his journey as the CLC
Representative at the United Nations in Geneva and in 1993 a
small CLC support group was established. A comprehensive
human rights approach with a preferential option for the poor,
involvement with the campaign for the abolition of landmines,
the protection of children (child soldiers) and intervention on
behalf of refugees are some of the issues dealt with in these years.

Fr. Volken also chaired a special NGO
Committee on Development. With Fr.
Volken’s death in early 2000, theWorld
CLC Executive Council proposed that a
way of wider utilisation of CLC’s status as
an NGO at the United Nations be
developed. In close collaboration with the
World CLC ExCo, an NGO Working
Group in Geneva, Switzerland was
established in 2001. The members

Included Roswitha Cooper (Italy), Françoise Dubosson (Switzerland), Daniela Frank
(Germany), Leah Michaud (Canada), Brigitte Minier (France), Anni Rickenbacher
(Switzerland), and Fernando Salas S.J. (Chile).

The intention of a CLC NGO Working Group is to create a bridge between the United
Nations and the World Christian Life Community. The main purpose of the group is
twofold:

a) to support our UN Representatives and to give them CLC grass-root contact.
b) to offer the world Christian Life Community a formation:

 towards the personal integration of the dimensions of faith and justice as
called for in GP 4 and 8 and the Spiritual Exercises,

               continued on next page…
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•   towards an empowerment of CLC: to heighten awareness of the possibilities
     for CLC to live out this integration and to take a public stand.

After a lengthy time of dialogue and consultation, the
focus of the CLC NGO Working Group at the United
Nations in Geneva, was discerned to be in the area of
refugees / migrants. Identified as a critical issue in
today’s world, the opportunity for enriching the
consciousness of the world community would also
serve to enrich our United Nations Representative’s
access to information from the world community while
offering the possibility of collaboration with the Jesuit
Refugee Service (JRS). As well, the European CLC
Assembly identified “forced migration” as one of the
most critical issues facing Europe at this time.

Within the area of Refugee/Migrants, the decision by the
NGO Working Group to focus more specifically on
“racism” resulted from a collective brainstorming and
assessment of the most critical and concrete option for
this time that would be relatable for the whole world
community. Racism has many faces and expressions depending on political, social, cultural,
religious biases and so touches everyone in the world. The decree to work against racism was
expressed in a hopeful and positive statement: multi-cultural respect, dialogue and
advocacy.

CURRENTLY in Geneva:

The present members of the WG include:
Christoph Albrecht SJ (Switzerland),
Roswitha Cooper (Italy), Françoise
Dubosson (Switzerland), Daniela Frank
(Germany), Goran Kuhner (Croatia) Guy
Maginzi (World Secretariat) and Anni
Rickenbacher (Switzerland).

Members of the Geneva WG envisage CLC presence at the next CONGO Meeting and at
the Human Right Conference in Geneva in the Spring of 2005. Mindful of the years of
CLC’s fruitful collaboration with the Jesuit Refugee Service, Christine Bloch from JRS
continues to represent CLC at the UN in Geneva until such time that CLC will be able to
appoint a representative. Christine, married and mother of two, frequently visits JRS
camps all over the world and is a fervent lobbyist at the UN for improving conditions for
migrants.           continued on next page…
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A revised version of Supplement #24 that deals with our CLC NGO history will be a joint
undertaking by both Working Groups in the near future.

CURRENTLY in New York:

In April 2003, the beginnings of a Working Group
took shape in New York. Because of the ground-
work done by the Geneva WG, the New York
WG took shape very quickly. By May 2004,
the following CLC members committed to this
work include: Sylvia Schmitt, Ann Marie Brennan,
Joan Woods, Marie Schimelfening, Jose Lim,
Patricia Mwangi, Marcelito Custodio, and
Leah Michaud as the ExCo link. Of these Joan,
Jose, Marie, Sylvia and Marcelito are designated
as CLC Representatives regularly attending NGO
meetings at the UN in New York.

Each of the Representatives has made efforts to participate in various committees such as the
Commission on the Status of Women, the general planning for the DPI/ NGO (Department of
Public Information) Conference in September 2004, the Committee for the selection of the
mid-day workshops for the Conference in September, and the Formative Team for the
Committee of Spirituality, Values, and Global Concerns.

As with the Geneva WG, the NY WG meets twice yearly and at the last meeting determined
that “water” was the most critical issue to focus on at this time. The challenge now is to set up
a communication network of national links so as to facilitate the gathering and dissemination
of material.

Other International Forums
In 2003, 3 CLC members from South Africa joined the Society of Jesus at the Sustainable
Development Forum in Johannesburg raising their voice in favour of the poor and
marginalised. (See Bibliography of Progressio articles, available at the WCLC Secretariat.) In
January 2004, 3 CLC members sent by the World ExCo to participate in the World Social
Forum in Mumbai, India joined 10 members of CLC India in partnership once again with the
Society of Jesus.

Built around the slogan “Another World Is Possible”, the World Social Forum (WSF) is an
international forum formed by people in civil society who share a common desire for ‘another
world’ and who oppose “…neo-liberalism and domination of the world by capital and any
form of imperialism, and are committed to building a planetary society centred on the human
person…” (WSF Charter of Principles). The basic idea is to create a space for discussing
alternatives, for exchanging experiences and strengthening alliances between social

      continued on next page…
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movements, unions of workers, NGOs etc. As one outcome, the delegates from CLC India
presented the following recommendations to their members:

1.   Going beyond the boundaries of the
present Church groups to join hands
with peoples of all faith in building
basic human communities in our
dioceses.
2. Joining hands with “alternate”
groups (NGOs) to promote alternative
medicines, products, etc.
3.    Creating awareness among the
marginalized groups of why they are
poor through social analysis.

4  Giving information about our marginalized groups which need a backing, to the World
CLC NGO and getting information from World CLC NGO documentation center to
support the struggles of the marginalized
5.  Using Ignatian Spirituality as a powerful tool for social change.
6.  Join the march to protest against war on 20th March.

Members of One Apostolic Body

CLCers all over the world are participating in
Christ’s Mission of establishing the reign of God.
In national and local groups’ processes of
discerning, sending, supporting, and evaluating,
personal and communal mission are carried out.
The next steps are to co-ordinate our grass-roots
experiences and to communicate them to our UN
Representatives as well as to pass on information
from our UN Representatives to the world body.

A Proposal
To allow a better information flow to and from our representatives, communicating what
is happening at the grass-root reality as well as at the international level, we propose that:

• each national community names a contact person to collect information and stories
from its national community related to the actual focuses of our UN NGO Working
Groups. 

          continued on next page…
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• these contact persons form a network feeding information to our Working Groups whose
responsibility would be to communicate with the UN Representatives as well as submitting
relevant material for posting on the CLC website.
• the Working Groups communicate relevant information to the national contact persons.
• the national contact persons would be the ones responsible for channelling information
received from the Working Groups e.g. on concrete actions to be taken, campaigns to be
supported etc. to the national community.

In this way, we slowly establish a network of people focusing on the social-apostolic issues
on a world level and thus facilitating respective processes on national and regional levels, in
order to help us to act more visibly as an apostolic community. In time, it would be beneficial
to have a coordinator of this networking at the world level, allowing us to coordinate CLC
with other international NGOs and collaborating with them on urgent issues.

We trust that this  PROJECTS #127 will be widely circulated within your national community
so that all CLC members become familiar with this international CLC mission. As well, we
invite you to please submit the name and email address of a contact person from your national
community by the end of December to Guy Maginzi at the WCLC Secretariat in Rome, Italy:
exsec@cvx-clc.net

You are encouraged to keep current with world happenings by visiting the World CLC
website: www.cvx-clc.net

With a disposition of gratitude, let us as CLC continue to co-operate with Jesus in the
enterprise of building a world of peace and justice.

Members of the CLC NGO Working Groups
Geneva and New York
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News from Truth Given CLC
Wolfville, Nova Scotia…
In our ministry of leadership in the area of spirituality and justice using the Ignatian Charism,
lived in the CLC experience, our community recently had an opportunity to host a series of
‘Come and See’ presentations on the CLC Way of Life and Ignatian Spirituality to a number
of Christian traditions, including Roman Catholic, Baptist, United, and Anglican traditions.
As a result, three new ecumenical based groups have begun a ‘Come and See’ process in the
Annapolis Valley! We offer the following outline for consideration by other CLC
communities as a beginning step for introducing CLC to others in their larger communities:

Christian Life Community (CLC)

•CLC is an international community of small groups of committed Christians whose mission
is to follow Jesus and to proclaim the gospel of love.

•It is a group committed to addressing  that which is most urgent in our time so that we might
help to build the Kingdom of God on earth as in heaven.

•We are a group of people committed to the service of the Christian Church and the world.

•CLC is a way of life that promotes discernment through prayer and small group sharing so
that we might better cooperate with the will of God for humanity.

•We are challenged to live more simply in all aspects of our lives. Each member assumes
responsibility for participating in the meetings and encouraging each other to find God in all
things. We learn to listen carefully to each other and to God.

•CLC is a way of life rather than a short term program. With others in our small group we are
better able to grow spiritually, communally and to promote justice.

•In CLC we value both contemplation and action. We understand mission as not only what we
do, but the quality of presence we bring to what we do.

Ignatian Spirituality

•CLC has as its specific source of inspiration the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola
(16th c). He recorded his extraordinary grace of conversion in what has become known
throughout the Christian Church as the Spiritual Exercises, recognized for helping people
deepen their relationship with God and God’s desires for them.

•Ignatian spirituality is a process which brings together our faith and daily living so that we
may become more aware of God’s love for us and to what God is calling us, personally and
collectively. continued on next page…
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•The Spiritual Exercises help me/us gain more freedom to discern the desires of God for
me/us.

•Ignatian spirituality is an integrated spirituality in that it affects all aspects of our lives,
personal, social, church, professional and political.

One of the prayers from the Spiritual Exercises is:

Take Lord and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding and my entire
will – all that I have and call my own. You have given it all to me. To you Lord I
return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you will. Give me only your love and
your grace. That is enough for me.

A mother and child: The Himba tribe, located in northern
Namibia. Photo by David Campion, from the book:

Where Fire Speaks.
See: http://www.narrative360.com/himba.htm
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WAITING FOR A MIRACLE
Written by Bruce Coburn ©1987

 Look at them working in the hot sun
 The pilloried saints and the fallen ones
 Working and waiting for the night to come
 And waiting for a miracle
 Somewhere out there is a place that's cool
 Where peace and balance are the rule
 Working toward a future like some kind of mystic jewel
 And waiting for a miracle
 You rub your palm
 On the grimy pane
 In the hope that you can see
 You stand up proud
 You pretend you're strong
 In the hope that you can be
 Like the ones who've cried
 Like the ones who've died
 Trying to set the angel in us free
 While they're waiting for a miracle
 Struggle for a dollar, scuffle for a dime
 Step out from the past and try to hold the line
 So how come history takes such a long, long time
 When you're waiting for a miracle
 You rub your palm
 On the grimy pane
 In the hope that you can see
 You stand up proud
 You pretend you're strong
 In the hope that you can be
 Like the ones who've cried
 Like the ones who've died
 Trying to set the angel in us free
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IRAQI KIDS: SHALL
WE SEND THEM
OUR LOVE? OR OUR
BULLETS?
Children in front of
elementary school in Mosul,
northern Iraq.               >>>

Their school was hit by a U.S. bomb on November 21, 1999, just moments before afternoon
recess. Dozens of students and teachers were wounded by shrapnel. According to the school
principal:  "If the children were outside they would have been killed."

-From the Humanity Check: The Interfaith Peace and Reconciliation Project
(A private, unaffiliated volunteer project). Photo courtesy of Colorado Campaign for
Middle East Peace (CCMEP).

See the INTERFAITH PEACE DECLARATION
http://home.earthlink.net/~humanitycheck/

As outlined in the National CLC Update,
there is still time to consider making a

contribution to CLC Canada (above and
beyond the normal membership fee).

To receive a Tax Receipt for the year
(2004) your donation needs to be

received before the end of December at:

CLC Canada
Jesuits of Upper Canada

1325 Bay Street, Suite 300,
Toronto, Ontario.

M5R-2C4

*Funds can be designated either to the
Fr. John English sj Fund, or to the

general works of CLC Canada.

The next issue of Colloquy will come out
just prior to Easter (March 27, 2005).
The deadline for submissions will be
March 4th.  Please consider submitting
recent news and activities from your
CLC community. Accompanying
pictures would be nice (in jpeg or gif
format). You can email Leo at:
ljdeveau@chebucto.ns.ca. Or post
materials to: 9 Chestnut Ave., Wolfville,
N.S. B4P-1V7. He can scan pictures if
need be.

Besides the regular updates, the Easter
issue will profile a school building
initiative by CLC Kenya to support
students orphaned by HIV/AIDS. There
will also be some more great recipes –
after all, CLCers like great food!!

ADVENT BLESSINGS TO YOU ALL!


