
  1 

Colloquy 
 

 

Atlantic CLC       Easter 2005          Issue #9 

 

 

The events that surrounded Jesus’ death had left His followers in utter confusion and desolation.  

 

As recorded in the Resurrection Narrative in the Gospel of Luke, just three days after His death, 

two of Jesus’ followers were walking on the road to Emmaus discussing the events that had 

recently unfolded. Soon a stranger joined them. He asked them what they are discussing, and they 

were surprised that the stranger hadn’t heard what had happened recently in Jerusalem. After 

outlining the events of Jesus’ death, they also shared the recent news that Jesus’ body had now 

gone missing. And further, some of the women in their community had seen a vision of angels 

announcing that Jesus was alive!  

 

Later, as they got closer to their destination, they asked the stranger to join them for the evening 

and share a meal. And as the stranger sat at their table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it and 

gave it to them. And their eyes were immediately opened - they recognized that the stranger was 

Jesus! 

 

Why hadn’t the two followers of Jesus recognized Him much earlier? 
                 continued on the next page… 

 

“And it happened 

that while they 

were conversing 

and debating, 

Jesus himself drew 

near and walked 

with them…” 
Luke24:15 
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I have walked that road to Emmaus many times – when I did not recognize the stranger because I 

was often full of too much self-concern, or just too busy debating instead of listening. I was 

focused on my own limitations, desires and fears, or even worse, silent resentments. Such 

preoccupations blinded me from recognizing God’s presence around me. Thus, the gift that the 

stranger brought me went unnoticed. 

 

What I have also discovered on the road to Emmaus is that my community life in CLC plays a 

vital part in my ability to recognize God’s presence. To paraphrase the recent statement on CLC 

World Day of Prayer (see p.13 below); the three-fold aspects of CLC - our specific spirituality, 

community life and mission, orients us for a shared responsibility that CLC offers, always 

discerning, sending, supporting and evaluating. Further, “…as a member of CLC, the desire to 

remain faithful to the Ignatian spirit, will demand of us to always read the signs of the times and 

to discover opportunities and challenges facing us…What is the Lord asking of us now?”  In 

CLC, the stranger is recognized! 

 

At this special time of the year, as we approach both the cross and the resurrection of Jesus, what 

is the Lord asking of us now? How and when do we recognize the presence of Jesus in our midst? 

And once recognized, what are we called to do?  

 

As the two followers of Jesus made their way to Emmaus, they shared their feelings of desolation 

with the stranger. Yet their hearts were also open and generous enough to invite the stranger to 

stay the evening and share a meal. And their generosity of heart was rewarded in being deeply 

consoled in their recognition of their much-loved brother and Saviour, Jesus! Consider what they 

would have missed had they not been open enough to listen or respond to the stranger? 

      •Leo J. Deveau  

                 Editor 
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Our Atlantic Regional CLC  

Coordinator News… 

 
 

My Atlantic CLC Brothers and Sisters, Peace! 

 

“Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb 

 first also went in; he saw and he believed.”  

       - John 20: 8 
 

 

Once again we are blessed with new birth through the miracle of our Heavenly Father as trees 

start to bloom and flowers mysteriously reach out to the power of the sun. Likewise, we also 

reach out to the power of the Son who has risen from the dead! We too, like the disciple who 

reached the tomb first, are called to believe. And, we believe sustained by the faith that God has 

placed in our hearts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s new in our Atlantic CLC communities? 

 

Nova Scotia 

Since our last issue of Colloquy, 3 new CLC communities in formation have been gathering in 

the Wolfville, Middleton and Centreville Nova Scotia areas. A warm welcome to each of these 

folks as they listen for the call of Christ in their coming together. I ask each of the existing 

Atlantic Canada CLC communities to pray that the Lord will reveal His presence in their sharing 

and that their guides, Barbara Baker-Dykens, Bud Boudreau and Kathy Deveau will be 

instruments of His grace in their journeys of faith with them. 

 

New Brunswick 

There are currently three CLC communities in formation in New Brunswick in the Fredericton, 

Rothesay and Saint John areas. We also ask for your prayers for these folks and their guides, 

Betty Poley & Joan Myers, Pam Daigle and Margaret Melanson & Peter Chouinard. All of these 

communities will discern whether to continue in the CLC way of life at the start of their summer 

breaks. 
         continued on the next page… 

 

          

 

 

Just as the snow disappears and the ground begins to  

“awaken” so too may we be made aware of  

awakenings within us through our Lenten journeys.   

The empty tomb leaves no doubt that God is calling  

each of us to new beginnings. We can step out in faith  

knowing full well that it is He who strengthens us and  

renews our faith through our Lenten journeys.. 
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        continued from the previous page… 

 

CLC Retreat 

 

The Atlantic Canada 4 Day CLC Ignatian Retreat will take place at the Stella Maris House 

of Hospitality in Pictou, Nova Scotia May 26-30. There is room for only 28 people plus the 

team so register early! First come first reserved! There is a cost of $200.00 with $55.00 of that 

being a non-refundable deposit. Fr. Charles Pottie-Pate has drawn together a team of trained 

Spiritual Directors who also walk the CLC way of living. This promises to be an amazing retreat. 

 
Pilgrimage journey 

 

My wife Terri and I were blessed with an opportunity to make a 

pilgrimage to Medjugorje, Croatia in November last year.  

Medjugorje (see map p.5 ), as you may know is a small mountain  

village in Croatia where the Blessed Virgin Mary has been  

appearing to a group of children since 1981. What does our  

Holy Father Pope John Paul II say about Medjugorje?  

 

“When the people go there, do they begin to read the Bible?”  

Answer Yes. 

“When the people go there do they return to the practice of the 

 faith and Sunday Eucharist?”  

Answer: Yes. 

“When the people go there do they confess their sins?”    

Answer: Yes. 

 

The Pope said: “Well, let the people go there.” The picture at the upper right shows the rugged 

hillside where our group and others are making the climb up Apparition Hill where the Virgin 

Mary appeared. Over 30,000,000 people have made this climb. Once you have gone there, there 

is an internal call to return. It’s difficult to put in words but to stand in the vicinity of the spot 

where our Blessed Mother appeared is so powerful it literally draws you to Jesus. 

 

The picture on the left is of a Corpis on a cross salvaged from the 

Mother house of a convent in Mostar, Croatia. The convent was 

destroyed in the war between Bosnia and Croatia about 10 years 

ago. We were blessed to meet Sr. Janja Boras, who was present to 

the visionaries from the beginning and to attend a celebration of the 

Eucharist at their newly adopted convent in Medjugorje. This 

Corpis for the sisters, represented the broken Christ in all of us who 

cries out for peace. 

 

We were also very honoured to be among a small group who 

met with one of the visionaries, Mirjana, who spoke (through  

          continued on the next page…  
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continued from the previous page… 

 

an interpreter) of her experiences meeting and speaking with Mary. I was told before leaving if I 

made a pilgrimage to Medjugorje that it would change my life. I believe it has in a most positive 

way. If you have the opportunity to go to this special place, you likewise will be grateful you did.     

 

We gather next as a full Atlantic Regional Council in Mabou NS... at the Charismatic 

Renewal Centre on April 29-30/05. The Executive Council met at Shad Bay March 11-12/05 to 

make preparations for the Spring Council meeting and for the retreat. Please mark your 

calendars for your Contact Persons to attend the April meetings so you will be well informed 

and so that your communities concerns and ideas are voiced. There is a cost of $60.00 per person 

for overnight and two meals at this Council meeting. We will be greeted by the Disciples of the 

Light CLC in Mabou, Nova Scotia. 

 

On a personal note, I wish to bid you all a farewell as your Atlantic Regional CLC Coordinator. 

My term expires at the beginning of the 2005 Fall Atlantic Regional CLC Council gathering in 

Amherst Nova Scotia. At the time of this writing, I do not know who my replacement will be but 

trust completely in the Lord that whomever He calls will answer. It has been a wonderful 

experience for me and the past 3 years have flown by so very quickly. I had discerned a call to 

serve on the National CLC level as President (elect) and subsequently was asked to accept the 

role as Co-President along with Kati Gumbmann for the next 4 years. I look forward to this 

opportunity to grow in my faith and to continue to serve our Lord through my vocational call to 

CLC.  

 

I thank each and every one of you in Atlantic Canada for your support over the past 3 years and 

ask that you likewise offer your support and cooperation to our new Atlantic Regional CLC 

Coordinator as he/she takes on this challenge for the Lord.       

 

That’s all for now friends.... My wife Terri and I wish you a Blessed Easter. May you and your 

families, friends and your CLC communities be richly blessed with God’s many graces. 

 

In Christ, 

Peter Chouinard 

Atlantic CLC Regional Coordinator    
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Atlantic Region CLC Formation News Update… 
 

 

The 2nd Group Guide Formation Workshop took place at Stella Maris Renewal Centre, February 

4th-6th, 2005. The six participants from the first workshop were present. The leaders for the 

workshop were Pam Daigle, Charles Pottie-Paté sj and John Sumarah. Gilles Michaud, as Chair 

of the National CLC Leadership and Formation Committee, was present as an observer. 

 

In the second workshop, the discernment of spirits relating to weeks 18 to 24 was the focus of the 

gatherings. The topic was treated in depth and the topic of group dynamics was also introduced. 

The participants left with a greater assurance in their ability to guide their CLC groups and a 

more comprehensive understanding of the spiritual and psychological dynamics of groups in 

general. 

 

Concerns, individual and communal were addressed in the second evening in a question/answer 

forum. All felt listened to. The liturgies, both Eucharistic and morning/night prayer, were deeply 

felt and celebrated by all in the workshop. 

 

The new guides continue to meet for support and suggestions as their journey continues. 

 

On another note, but still in the area of formation, Gilles and Leah Michaud are leading the 

Exercises Annotation 19 in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. 

 

I will be away from August 2005 to June 2006 and Pam Daigle has agreed to take my place as 

Chair of the Formation Committee. Welcome and thank-you, Pam! 

 

Colleen Sumarah 

Chair, Formation Team 

 
What was discovered on Mars! 
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Atlantic CLC Regional  

Ecclesial Assistant Reflection… 

 
Dear CLCers,    
 

 Greetings in the Lord! It’s hard to believe it’s almost Easter when we’ve just celebrated 

Christmas a couple months ago!  

 I hope the winter and all our snowstorms haven’t discouraged you. Spring is around the 

corner (they say, as I sit here in Shad Bay, snowed in by another storm!).  I don’t have much to 

report, except the second weekend for our new guides in February. Both of these sessions for 6 

new guides have been inspiring and promising. Atlantic CLC is doing important formation 

training for the future of CLC.  

       You will be receiving this issue of Colloquy during Holy Week or at the beginning of the 

Easter season.  I wanted to wish you the graces of this important liturgical season of our church’s 

life, and share with you some reflections on the meaning of Holy Week and the Easter season.   

I hope they will be helpful in celebrating this high season with greater meaning.   

       May the love of Christ Jesus, shown so deeply in his suffering, death and rising, fill your 

hearts this season. 

 

 

“Holy Week”, sometimes called the 

“Great Week” is the most important time 

of the church’s year of grace. It began 

with, and evolved from the EASTER 

VIGIL NIGHT CELEBRATION, where 

the whole Mystery of Christ’s saving 

work (with its centre in the death 

/resurrection/ ascension and giving of the 

Holy Spirit)  was celebrated in word, 

song, prayer and symbols. It was an all 

night celebration, ending with an early 

morning Eucharist on the Lord’s Day - Sunday. But because this was such an intense and 

concentrated celebration of the whole Mystery, gradually it was “unpacked” and different 

aspects of this Mystery of Christ’s love were solemnized over the course of the week prior to the 

annual celebration of the resurrection of Christ at the Easter Vigil.  

 

The One Mystery of Christ crucified and risen is present in every liturgical celebration of 

this week: on Palm/Passion Sunday, at the Chrism Eucharist, on Holy Thursday, on Good Friday 

and of course, the Easter Vigil and the Easter Day and for 50 days after till Pentecost. This 

“Holy” Week is not “play-acting” the drama of the last days of Jesus. It is remembering in faith 

and making present the deep meaning of the loving actions of Christ in his last days as they 

impact and touch us TODAY. Because God is the living God who acts NOW and saves us 

NOW even as we remember past events and look forward to our final destiny with God in Christ 

and the Holy Spirit.  
                           continued on the next page… 
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[The readings of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week continue this story telling  us 

of the “Suffering Servant of God” who takes on all humanity’s sufferings out of love.] 

 

THE CHRISM MASS: usually celebrated in the early part of Holy Week, commemorates the 

unity of the bishop, priests and people in Christ-Priest/Prophet and King. The sacramental oils 

used for the sick, for those preparing for baptism and the chrism oil (oil and balsam) used for 

baptism, confirmation and ordination, are blessed by the bishop in a special prayer of thanks-

giving. 

 

HOLY THURSDAY: We remember the night before Jesus died, when he gave us the ritual of 

the Meal of the Eucharist, in which we were to continue to remember his saving death and 

resurrection until He comes again. He also gave us the sign of true service by washing the feet 

of his disciples and the command to do this for  

each other. And he gave us a new commandment: 

“Love one another as I have loved you.” 

 

 

 

 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY: begins with 

joyful praise as we acclaim Christ as Messiah 

and King: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” As a 

faith community we re-live this joy-filled 

moment of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, the holy 

city. But then the mood changes!  In the 

Scripture readings and esp. in the account of the 

Passion and Death according to [Mark, Matthew, 

or Luke] we understand why Jesus enters into 

Jerusalem: to fufill God’s plan of love for us. 

GOOD FRIDAY: A commemoration of the Lord’s 

Passion and Death - the victory of love on the 

Cross over hatred and all that can destroy our 

humanity. We proclaim in a solemn way the 

passion according to John, followed by prayers for 

the entire world for whom Christ gave his life. Then 

the dramatic veneration of the cross follows. The 

whole Liturgy ends with a simple communion 

service in which we partake of the Bread 

consecrated at the Holy Thursday Eucharist. [Good 

Friday is a universal day of fasting and abstinence 

from meat]. 

HOLY SATURDAY: the people of God remain in recollection at the tomb of the Lord; it is a 

day of quiet prayer and fasting in preparation for the great Easter Vigil which takes place in the 

darkness of the night. 
                      continued on the next page… 

 

continued from the previous page… 
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[GOOD FRIDAY AND HOLY SATURDAY 

are special days of fast and prayer in order to 

prepare our hearts to share more deeply the joy 

of Christ’s  resurrection. With the whole church 

we are invited to join in the solemn Paschal fast 

in preparation for the joy of Easter.] 

 

EASTER VIGIL AT NIGHT: This is the 

climax of Holy Week and it is also why we 

celebrate all the days before: we celebrate the 

glory of the RISEN CHRIST through light, 

water, the word, song and the Easter Eucharist - 

our Meal with the Risen Christ. HE IS WITH US 

ALWAYS! ALLELUIA! 

  

 
EASTER SUNDAY +THE FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER AND PENTECOST: Celebrated as 

“one great feast day.” The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost concludes the Paschal cycle. 

We live now in the power and joy of Christ’s Holy Spirit poured out in our hearts at 

baptism/confirmation and renewed at each Eucharist. 

 

Fr. Charles Pottie-Paté sj 

Ecclesial Assistant 

Atlantic CLC Region. 

continued from the previous page... 
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National CLC  

Ecclesial Assistant Reflection… 
 

 

William Breault, S.J. has written a Lenten prayer called A Hallowed Space to be Filled.  It is 

found in a book of Jesuit inspired prayers called Hearts on Fire and it reads below in an edited 

form: 

 

We must be made empty before we are filled. 

If we are already filled, 

we cannot be filled again unless we empty it out. 

In order to fill anything, 

there must be a space. 

Otherwise it cannot receive. 

 

This is especially true of God’s Word - Jesus. 

In order to receive Jesus, 

we must be hallowed out. 

It is not possible to walk with Jesus 

who endured his passion unto death 

unless and until we are emptied  

of our false selves  

and their endless demands. 

 

Christ who is our resurrected Lord, 

can only be reborn in our selves in an empty space. 

 

 

On Good Friday we will read for each other from Philippians 2:5-7 

 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God 

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of human beings.” 

 

+May the blessed presence of our Risen Lord find his place of rebirth in each of our lives this 

Easter, and call us to evermore creative forms of apostolic communal service. 

 

Amen 

 

Earl Smith, S.J. 

National Ecclesial Assistant. 
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News from Ixthus CLC, Prince Edward Island… 

 
Members of Ixthus CLC have been involved in Ash Splint Basketry. The following piece outlines 

this unique form of craftsmanship. 

 

We see basketry-making not only as physical and  

historical, but spiritual. For us, the work is very  

therapeutic and ‘centering.’ It is a healing thing. 

 

Historically, baskets were used to gather food,  

carry goods, catch fish, tote babies, pick potatoes, 

and even carry water. At one time, they were the  

most important utensils of everyday life. In fact,  

no utilitarian form was more completely developed 

and universally implemented. 

 

There is little understanding of the work involved in producing ash splint basketry. There is an art 

to material preparation - to find the ash tree suitable for weaving one could spend two hours in 

the woods. Traditionally, the whole family went and they split the tree in the woods so each 

person shouldered out a piece of the log. 
 
Learning to choose a good tree, then to split, chip, pound, separate and shave, takes many years 

of practice. The weaver is only as good as her material preparation. 

 

Care is taken when the materials have been gathered. We continue to learn about the harmony 

and interdependence of all living things, and we desire to be part of the balance of nature not 

simply to dominate it. 
The art form dates back to before 250BC, 

and the techniques have never changed as 

you cannot improve the quality of hand-

pounded ash splint. In a throw away society, 

the ash splint basket is a solution. For 

example, the clothes’ basket replaces the 

plastic ones, and the ash basket is very 

environmentally friendly, easily repairable 

and long lasting. 

 

In recent years, renewed recognition of the 

skill required in basket-making and the  

 

the creativity of its countless designs has fueled a revival of the ash splint basketry. One’s 

intimate relationship with their environment is also reflected in their basketry. 

                continued on the next page… 
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continued from the previous page… 

 

Fancy baskets continue to evolve into a  

ready market. The unique one of a kind are in  

great demand. When one purchases an ash  

splint basket, they are helping to preserve  

a tradition. 

 

Ixthus CLC 

Prince Edward Island 

 

Ixthus CLC delivers presentation to PEI Standing Committee on 

Genetically Modified Organism  
 

At the beginning of this year, the PEI government decided to name a Standing Committee to hear 

from the public on their views regarding the matter of Genetically Modified Organism (GMO). 

When the hearings are completed the PEI government will make a decision to allow or not allow 

Genetically Engineered agriculture on the island. 

 

Our Ixthus CLC group, being very concerned with environment and the impact of GMO’s on the 

environment, decided to begin researching this matter. In doing so, we became aware of a similar 

project that had recently taken place in Zambia when its government was looking into the 

feasibility of using GMO’s in their country.  

 

In collaboration with our Jesuit friends, such as James Profit sj in Guelph Ontario, and other Jesuits 

in Zambia, we were told of a research paper that was presented to Zambian government detailing 

all the documented dangers that Genetically Engineered products have on persons and the 

environment.(Jesuits of Zambia, Paul Desmarais S.J.) It’s interesting to note that the Zambian 

government has since made the decision to impose a moratorium on GMO’s. For further 

information contact Paul Desmarais, Email: pd@uudial.zm 

 

After studying this information members of Ixthus CLC decided to send and support Helen 

McQuaid and Gilles Michaud to deliver our presentation to the PEI Standing committee. 

The Standing Committee meetings are held every Wednesday afternoon at the Coles building in 

Charlottetown PEI. http://www.assembly.pe.ca/consult/biotech.php 

 

There are a total of 102 presentations that are to be heard and so our Ixthus CLC group is now 

prepared and waiting to be called for our presentation. If anyone should be interested in receiving a 

copy of our presentation you can send your request to: leagil@isn.net. 

 

Please continue to pray that our government will make the correct decision by declaring PEI a 

GMO and all GE products free zone. 

 

 

mailto:pd@uudial.zm
http://www.assembly.pe.ca/consult/biotech.php
mailto:leagil@isn.net
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CLC WORLD DAY of PRAYER 
(25th MARCH 2005) 

An Invitation to growth:  

"Do whatever he tells you." John 2:5 

 

by Levi Matseshe, Consultor 

In Nairobi, the CLC Assembly invited and encouraged us to recognize some seeds in National 

Communities that confirmed the direction that we were invited to take, namely discerning, 

sending, supporting and evaluating one another in mission as an apostolic community. The three-

fold aspects of CLC, that is, our specific spirituality, community life and mission, fit perfectly the 

orientation required for shared responsibility in the services that we may offer; always discerning, 

sending, supporting and evaluating. This means that more than ever we are called to be faithful to 

the life we have chosen to express our Christian faith. Our sense of shared responsibility will be 

enhanced by each one of us taking formation seriously. We understand that as a vocation, CLC 

prescribes a unique way of life that surpasses what is considered as nominal of a Christian life. 

We therefore need to remain steadfast and to embrace consistently all the three aspects of CLC. If 

we fail to be committed to our annual retreats, daily prayer of awareness, small groups and 

service to others, then fundamentally we are not being faithful to our charism. 

 

As a member of CLC the desire to remain faithful to the Ignatian spirit, will demand of me to 

always read the signs of the times and to discover opportunities and challenges facing me. My 

sense of service for others, which should radiate from within, demands that I begin from where I 

am. My family, friends and associates, colleagues and employers should all experience the 

warmth of the CLC life in me. If I bring these inner feelings to my small group in whose life I 

share, I shall be involved in mutual discerning, sending, supporting and evaluating and ultimately 

my service will have the potential of growing bigger. I can draw inspiration from Jesus' response 

to the disciples of John the Baptist, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard, the blind 

can see, the sick are cured and the poor have the good news preached to them" (Luke 7:20-22). I 

seek to constantly ask whether my life bears testimony to what I claim to be. The impact of my 

inspired service may be far beyond what I imagine. Our Lord’s Mother, Mary is full of grace and 

was chosen by God. "Be it unto me according to thy word," was Mary's joyous "yes" to God's 

plan of redemption. Mary always bids me to do whatever Jesus says (John 2:5). I take courage in 

her and ask for her support in the discernment of the decision that the Lord has asked of me at 

this time in my live. What is the Lord asking of me now? “In this way, each one of us is invited to 

live in an attitude of availability, always ready to question his/her personal way of acting and 

thinking while trying constantly to integrate experience, reflection and action”1.  

 

As an organization we must ask; what is our strength?  
                continued on the next page… 

1 Progressio: Supplement no.56, December 2001; The CLC Charism (Revised), no49, 
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continued from the previous page… 

 

The quality of the community we build will depend on the quality of its individuals who are its 

building blocks. “CLC hopes that its members are people of prayers, able to listen to the desires 

of the Lord, able to discern among the many calls of life what is the best suited for the building of 

God’s Reign.”1 The national formation team constantly offers national CLC members the kind of 

formation that is enabling and which transforms CLC members to be contemplatives in action. In 

this way CLC members will always be triggered to consider the needs of society around them.  

Our main challenge as an organization is to maintain the clarity of our vision as received in 

Nairobi, to keep focused and not to be distracted.  What is our core competence in CLC? We are 

a body of lay people formed in Ignatian Spirituality. Ignatian Spirituality is an inspirational 

resource that is central to the CLC way of life and capable of transforming our reality. It is for 

this reason that the “Spiritual Exercises are not an optional experience, to be made or not, or that 

once made, belong to the archives of the past”1. We know that with this resource we can improve 

relationships between people and the meaning and quality of life. We know that this spirituality 

purifies our inner motives, drives us to action and that its applicability is enormous. So, for a 

national community, a common mission becomes a natural offshoot from a deliberate formation 

programme. A common mission is a focal point consolidating our organizational effort even 

though individual members may be engaged in different activities. As an organization we are 

being asked to be steadfast on what we commit ourselves to but constantly evaluate our ever-

changing circumstances and ask God what else we can do as a corporate apostolic body. 

Questions for reflection: 
 

1. Does our formation equip me with the essentials of the CLC way of life? How does this 

formation trigger in me the desire to reach out and join the Lord in the construction of His 

reign? 

2. Do I feel empowered and encouraged by my local community meeting and /or formation 

programmes sufficiently to express the love of God to others? 

3. As a body of believers (CLC), how are we responding to the needs around us in an 

ongoing way? What else do we need in order to grow more in this way? 

4. How do I feel about the growth of my community towards an apostolic body? 

Let us all be united in Him. 

Levi Matseshe 

Consultor  NOTE: This is an abbreviated version of the original Projects No.128 document 
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CLC initiatives around the world - Kenya CLC 
 

Last fall, a project undertaken by CLC Kenya in collaboration with Hands of Love Society 

(HOLS) came to the Atlantic CLC  region’s attention. It is called the Saint Aloysius Gonzaga 

Secondary School for HIV/AIDS Orphans – Kibera Slum, Nairobi. Fr. Terry Charlton sj has been 

involved with CLC Kenya and HOLS in attempting to raise funds for this project. Below outlines 

the vision and fiscal requirements of the project.  

 

76.5% of children aged 14 to 17 (secondary school going age-group) in Kenya today are not in 

school. In Nairobi province, it is estimated that 88.2% of this group have no access to secondary 

school education. In Kibera slum (home to over 45% of Nairobi’s population of 2,143,254), it is 

estimated that over 90% of this group are not in school - a figure higher than the national one by 

15%. 

 

The rapid spread of HIV/AIDS poses a great challenge to the education sector in Kenya today, 

just like it has affected other sectors adversely. In fact, it is estimated that Kenya has over 1.2 

million AIDS orphans so far with the number daily steadily increasing. Most of them are found in 

slum settings and in the streets begging money to buy “food”. Kibera and other slums in its 

neighborhood have an estimated population of over 10,000 AIDS orphans of secondary school 

going age who are not able to continue with education. 

 

The reasons given for this scenario revolves around two major issues: the prohibitive cost of 

accessing secondary school education; and the non-availability of secondary school places. It is 

here that one of the obvious challenges confronting the government and development 

organizations is; that of stepping up attainment of secondary school education if the country is to 

achieve it’s aspiration of being an industrialized nation by 2020. 

 

The project and its achievements 

 

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga Secondary School is a High School for HIV/AIDS orphans, bright 

primary graduates from very poor backgrounds of age bracket 14-18 years.  The school was 

established in 2004 after receiving financial support from the Chicago province of the Society of 

Jesus. They accepted to support the school for a period of one year only which comes to an end at 

December 2004. So there is an urgent need to plan for the second year of the school project.  

 

The school is focused directly on ensuring the successful completion of a secondary level of 

education. The school provides a Christian environment and operates according to principles of 

Ignatian pedagogy flowing out of the Ignatian spirituality espoused by members of Christian Life 

Community (CLC) and Hands of Love Society (HOLS). 

 

In the first year (2004) the school enrolled 56 students instead of 50 as had been started in the 

first proposal. This was due to the large number of orphans who came for the small space 

available. In total there were at least 275 orphans who came for the interviews. The number in  
         

     continued on the next page… 
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continued from the previous page… 

 

their target group continues increasing as many parent are dying of AIDS, leaving behind small 

children with no one to look after them. As a result of this increase, they are planning to increase 

their intake in 2005.  They are planning to have two “streams” or classrooms for Form I.  This 

will mean accepting 70 students in the new Form I class for 2005.  

 

 
St. Aloysius Students singing at a Mass 

Celebration on 9th Nov 2004 

The school was started in a rental place within 

Kibera slums. In Phase II, they would like to have 

land where they can put up a structure for the 

school. This is the requirement by the government 

of Kenya so that they can be registered with the 

Ministry of Education. Having their own premise 

would be economical in the long run and allow 

them to create rooms for more orphans who keep 

on asking for admission. 

 

The Mission plan for 2005 for St. Aloysius 

Gonzaga Secondary School 

The operating budget for 2005 was projected to be 

$127,000 US., with a current enrollment of 

seventy (70) Freshmen, and fifty-six (56) Juniors 

and Sophomores. 

 

During 2004 St. Aloysius had provided secondary 

education, day meals, clothing, medicine, and 

counseling; supporting 56 HIV/AIDS orphans.  

The commitment of the project for 2005 is to 

provide these same services for 126 AIDS 

orphans. Their vision is to now acquire land and 

grow into a full-fledged high school and enroll the 

pioneer class for the Kenya Certificate of 

Secondary Education at the beginning of the year 

2006.  

 

The idea for establishing this high school for 

HIV/AIDS orphans principally stemmed from the 

discrimination and isolation they are subjected to 

in both private and public high schools by both 

their peers and teachers. This has adversely 

affected their performance in both academic work 

and other endeavors. The idea of St. Aloysius 

Gonzaga Secondary School was conceived 

because of the problems these children experience 

due to the AIDS stigma. Continued on the next page.. 

 
St. Aloys teachers from left: Bernard Orero, 

Jill Juma and Sr. Luciana join the students 

in singing during the Eucharistic 

Celebration. 
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continued from the previous page… 

 

Besides this major reason, the minimal and affordable  

cost in the long run of renting premises for the high  

school when compared with the alternative of  

having their own land with their own structures  

that can cater for needs of the orphans in the school  

added weight to the idea.  

 

HOLS, a community based organization, through the 

CLC-Development Office, is a demonstrated strong  

supporter of persons living with HIV/AIDS and their  

dependants. It is now seeking support of US Dollars  

$128,938.00 in external funding, to a high school  

for HIV/AIDS orphans aimed at purchasing Land for  

the Secondary School. This will constitute the first  

phase of the project. The second phase of the project  

will be the construction of related buildings and the  

creation of a permanent home of St. Aloysius by  

January 2006. 

 

Other smaller, but on-going budgeted items include  

supports for lab equipment, books and various  

supplies. The school wishes to support the local  

economy so prefers to receive funds rather than  

actually goods. They are able to get equipment and  

supplies at very good wholesale prices. For 2005, they 

have budgeted $7750. for lab equipment and $5250.  

for books. Contributions can be made for particular  

items or be an unspecified (see p.18 below). 

 

Overall Objective: Increase secondary school net  

enrolment percentage amongst AIDS orphans in  

Kibera slum and its neighborhood by at least 2.8%  

by the end of year 2007. 

 

Overall Project Anticipated Outcomes/  

Results: 
 

By the end of 2005 we anticipate that we will have  

achieved the following results: 

1. Increased enrolment level of HIV/AIDS orphans  

of secondary level of education in Kibera slum  

and its neighborhood by at least 2.8% by the end  

of 2007.   
    continued on the next page… 

 

 
Students going home after school. In the 

Background is Kibera Slum. 

 
Form one students relaxing in their 

classroom. 

 

 
Fr. Terry, Sr. Luciana and Stephanie 

chatting inside the school 
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Atlantic CLC Regional Council Update… 
 

•All CLC communities in the Atlantic region are asked to send a representative to the Spring 

Regional Council meeting planned for April 29th and 30th in beautiful Mabou, Nova Scotia. 

The gathering will commence on Friday the 29th at 7pm. and the closing prayers will be 3:30pm 

on Saturday the 30th. Detailed directions will be forthcoming to the CLC community contacts 

along with the agenda. The Council is excited to be bringing this gathering to the Cape Breton 

area.  

 

•The 1st Atlantic CLC Regional retreat is being held on May 26-30 in Pictou, Nova Scotia - an 

excellent time to refresh and reflect upon God’s call for you in CLC. To register or to obtain 

more information, contact our Atlantic CLC Regional Coordinator, Peter Chouinard at: 

terpet@nbnet.nb.ca . 

continued from the previous page… 

 

2. 7 full time qualified teachers engaged and  

providing excellent teaching services 

3. Teaching and learning materials supplied to  

both learners and teachers  

4. Enhanced quality of teaching and service  

delivery to students/learners 

5. 7 engaged teachers trained on effective  

teaching methodologies 

6. A land with construction of rooms for classes,  

offices, kitchen, store lab etc. 

7. A day feeding program for the students. 

8. Well-formed learners intellectually and spiritually  

who are able to take up challenges in life positively. 

9. Acquire 1.5 acres of land. 

10. Carry out construction work. 

11. Registered by the Ministry of Education. 

 

Contact person:  Fr. Terry Charlton S.J.  

Christian Life Community Kenya – Development Office Loyola House P.O Box 21399,  

Ngong Road 00505, Nairobi, Kenya 

charlton@zaidicentre.com  

 

If you, an organization, or your CLC community would like to contribute to St. Aloyisius 

Gonzaga Secondary School, please send a cheque to Jesuit International Missions at 7303 W. 

Seven Mile Rd, Detroit, MI 48221-2121, and mention Fr. Terry Charlton’s name and the 

purpose of the contribution. 

 

 
 

Fr. Terry celebrating Mass at the School. 

 

mailto:terpet@nbnet.nb.ca
mailto:charlton@zaidicentre.com


  19 

News from Truth Given – Anawim CLC, Nova Scotia. 
 

 

Our CLC community is located within the Yarmouth Diocese, an area that encompasses much of 

what is referred to as southwestern Nova Scotia, from Kings County, down the Annapolis Valley, 

through Annapolis, Digby and Yarmouth Counties, and around to and including Shelburne 

County.  The Diocese is under the leadership of Auxilary Bishop, Claude Champagne, OMI. He 

works closely with the Apostolic Administrator, Archbishop Terrence Pendergast sj, of the 

Halifax Archdiocese.  

 

Last fall the Yarmouth Diocese established a Renewal Planning Committee to review the various 

administrative and spiritual needs of the Diocese. Like many Dioceses in Canada, the Yarmouth 

Diocese faces declining vocations, rising costs in the upkeep of large church buildings, as well as 

aging demographics in the Laity. To draw input from interested Laity and their church 

communities, the Renewal Planning Committee drew up four key questions to focus discussion 

and submissions.  

 

After much reflection and sharing, Truth Given – Anawim CLC decided to write a submission to 

the committee because we felt it was in keeping with our mission and our commitment to 

ecumenism. Part of the submission outlined a background statement concerning the ecumenical 

nature of CLC in the Annapolis Valley, as well as our relationship to CLC in Atlantic Canada, 

and our links the National and World CLC communities. An appendix to the document also 

outlined the nature and focus of Ignatian spirituality in a CLC Way of Life.  

 

Space does not permit a detailed summary of the submission. Suffice to say, it engaged some 

insightful discussion about the role that CLC could play in assisting, where called upon, to share 

the charism of Ignatian Spirituality, community and mission in CLC with interested church 

communities. 

 

Should members of other CLC communities like to receive a copy of our submission, email Leo 

Deveau for a copy at: ljdeveau@chebucto.ns.ca 
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CLC Canada: News from the Regions –  

Winnipeg, Canada 

Hello Fellow CLCers,  
 

We, The Friends of Jesus CLC here in Winnipeg have finally begun initial planning for a CLC 

cookbook. I have been asked to be in contact with you and make some requests:  

 

1) If you are willing to help us sell these cookbooks, could you let us know approximately how 

many cookbooks you would want. We have not fixed a price yet but they will not be more than 

$10.  

 

2) Would you consider (prayerfully of course) how you will sell/market them.  

 

3) Please send any further recipes to me at: sbaker1@mts.net  

 

4) Any ideas for the name of this cookbook would be most welcome.  

 

5) Any other ideas that you may have surrounding this project would also be welcome.  

 

 

Thank you.  

Blessings and prayers,  

In Christ,  

Sharon Baker 

PS 

As we proceed with planning a cookbook for CLC,  

we are interested also in receiving a short history  

of CLC in each of your regions. This information  

will be included in the cookbook. If you are  

interested in this, please forward your history to  

me at: sbaker1@mts.net   Thank you. 

 

 

 

Planning for the cookbook is coming along. We are looking at many issues, the main one being 

funding. We feel there is no point in putting together a cookbook if we do not cover our costs in 

sales. Our next meeting, on March 21st, should allow us the opportunity to further explore this 

issue. Ideas from you would be most welcome. And your prayers re: this endeavor would be 

most appreciated. 
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Prayerful reflections… 
 

Listening as Spiritual Hospitality 
 

To listen is very hard, because it asks of us so much interior stability 

that we no longer need to prove ourselves by speeches, arguments, 

statements, or declarations. True listeners no longer have an inner need to 

make their presence known. They are free to receive, to welcome, to accept. 

 

Listening is much more than allowing another to talk while waiting for a 

chance to respond. Listening is paying full attention to others and 

welcoming them into our very beings. The beauty of listening is that, those 

who are listened to start feeling accepted, start taking their words more 

seriously and discovering their own true selves. Listening is a form of 

spiritual hospitality by which you invite strangers to become friends, to 

get to know their inner selves more fully,  

and even to dare to be silent 

with you. 

 

-Henri Nouwen 

Rain is a festival 
 

Let me say this before rain becomes a utility that they can plan  

and distribute for money. By ‘they’ I mean the people who cannot 

understand the rain is a festival, who do not appreciate its gratuity, 

who think that what has no price has no value, that what cannot be 

sold is not real, so that the only way to make something actual is to 

place it on the market. The time will come when they will seel you 

even for rain. At the moment it is still free, and I am in it. I celebrate 

its gratuity and its meaninglessness. 

 

-Thomas Merton         Dear God, 
So far today, I've done all right. 

I haven't gossiped, lost my temper, 

been greedy or grumpy, been nasty, 

selfish or overindulgent. 

I'm very thankful for that. 

 

But, in a few minutes, God, 

I'm going to get out of bed 

And from then on, I'm probably 

going to need a lot more help. 
                            Amen 

-Anonymous 
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The next issue of Colloquy will come out in late June.  

May 27th will be the deadline for submissions. 

 

Send us an update from your CLC community. We 

are also interested in receiving pictures, book 

reviews, recipes, prayer reflections, etc. Email: 

ljdeveau@chebucto.ns.ca 
 


