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 Easter 2006                Newsletter #11 

 

Easter  is  fo r  yearning … 
 
Author, Marianne Sawicki, (Seeing the Lord: Resurrection and Early Christian Practices, 
Minneapolis, MN:Fortress Press, 1994), once wrote the powerful observation that; “Easter is for 
yearning.” In the context of Ignatian Spirituality, the narrative of Holy Week and Easter places us 
within a series of compelling events leading to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. If we’re 
prepared to place ourselves on a deep emotional and imaginative level within these events, it can 
become one of the most instructive places for personal adult Christian formation in the whole 
New Testament. For as the events unfold, it will reveal not only the nature of one’s participation 
and intention, but it will also bring to the surface the nature of one’s yearning.  
 
Throughout Holy Week and Easter, the nature of our yearning will be different for each one of 
us. Some may yearn for clarity, while others, upon witnessing Pilate washing his hands, will 
yearn for justice. Some too will yearn for forgiveness because of countless denials, while others, 
as they stand in the stunning light of the resurrection, will yearn for peace and understanding 
amongst all peoples!  
 
Sawicki points out that the nature of our yearning is actually revealed when two realities merge in 
a profound and startling way, namely one of the Risen Christ (the ‘Christ of Faith’), and the 
other, the ‘Jesus of History’ (as one who lived at a certain time and place in our human history). 
And all humanity must now address the question: What does it mean to say that Jesus crucified IS 
the Risen Christ? The answer will be found in the depths of our yearning.   
 
          Leo J. Deveau 
          Editor 
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Dear Atlantic CLCers,  
 
I'm writing this as we head into the last two weeks of our Lenten journey. By the time you get 
this, we will either be in Holy Week, or Easter will be just breaking through. Spring has sprung 
down east and one can feel the mood changing. It hasn't been a terribly severe winter for the 
most part, except maybe for Newfoundland. But we are always longing for spring and new life, 
n'est-ce pas? 
 
The two events during the winter months in which I participated were, as usual, very life-
giving. The first one was the Formation of Guides' Day workshop on Feb. 4 in Amherst at St. 
Charles Rectory. Fr. Vernon Driscoll kindly offered us one of the rooms in rectory. We all had, 
I believe, a deepened sense of our graced history in the Atlantic region with the desire to update 
our guides.  
 
We know we are still growing and being called to deepen our commitment to leadership in 
CLC.  The formation committee stayed on another day to reflect on the day and make some 
recommendations.  We brought these to our ExCo meeting on March 24-25 in Halifax at the 
Jesuit Residence (soon to be sold).  
 
We discussed many topics, one of which was the Formation of Guides for our groups. At our 
Spring Atlantic CLC Regional Meeting in Pictou we hope to have a lively gathering (see above 
page 2) with some formation input. Hope to see many of you there. 
  
May the grace of the Three Holy Days and the 50 days of Eastertide fill us all with wonder and 
gratitude at the "wondrous love " that gave us such a Saviour, such a Liberator of our world.  
 
We see everything different "through Easter eyes" because of the faith and love and hope that 
has been given to us in the passion, death, burial and rising of Christ Jesus, the Beloved of God 
and our brother. 
   
May the Joy of the Risen Christ overflow in each of you... 
 
Your brother in Christ 
Fr. Charles Pottie sj 
Atlantic CLC Ecclesial Assistant 

A word from our Atlantic CLC Regional Ecclesial Assistant… 
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From the Guides’ Corner... 
 
by Pam Daigle 
Group Guide for Earthen Vessel CLC  
and Fredericton CLC, New Brunswick. 
 
Have you ever been stared at?  In 2001 I was on an 8-Day Ecology retreat based on the 
Spiritual Exercises.  On day two, I found myself sitting on a bench attached to the rails of a 
small bridge near Loyola House.  The warm air was still; light dappled through the trees; 
deep water quietly flowed beneath me. Out of the corner of my eye I noticed a life-size 
carving of a chipmunk tucked into the blades of grass spilling onto the bridge.   As one 
might gaze at a candle or a cross, I stared at it for the longest time, probably a full five 
minutes.  Suddenly it blinked - then scurried off into the tall grass behind.  I was startled - 
and amazed.  When I later shared the experience with my director, he responded, “ Pam, it 
seems you met a contemplative chip ’monk’ today..” 
 
I tell this story as a way of introducing a deep conviction I have that we need to cultivate a 
more contemplative stance as we live our busy lives.  Becoming contemplatives-in-action is 
a journey of spiritual growth.  Living our CLC way of life can be demanding as we listen 
for how the Trinity is calling us, as individuals and as community.  To discern well we need 
to learn how to take ‘a long loving look’ at reality. This is the contemplative stance. 
 
As Guides we have a particular role in helping our CLC communities develop this deep 
listening and loving looking. A key skill guides offer their groups’ is to help them be open 
to hear how God is emerging in the group story.  It is our stories and our images that move 
us into the future with God. That’s why the second round is so important.  It is like a 
window into God’s mind and heart.  In the second round we are invited to a time of stillness 
and silence so that we can reverently ‘stare’ at one another, and take a long loving look at 
what is hidden within our stories so we can find God there.  
 
Someone shared with me their notes of a talk given by Lois and Kuruvila Zachariah in PEI 
last summer.  I came across them a couple of days ago and the following stirred excitement 
in me: 

     “ In the second round we need to take a long loving look at the other and recognize 
the authentic images of  God, the world and ourselves emerging there.  The group 
guide needs to know what ‘world’ the group is bringing into being as they gather.”  
 
This is what guides need to do to help groups discern - the story the group is living out of 
and the images of the future that are emerging.  This teases out of us the forward vision. 
And if this moves into discerned action, imagine how the Reign of God will come more 
fully among us ! 
 
I watched an archaeological documentary last night. One image affected me - so much so 
that it returned in my Examen this morning.  It was a re-enactment of small groups of five 
  
        continued on the next page…  
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continued from the previous page… 
 
or six of our stone age ancestors, wrapped in animal furs, rowing animal-hide boats from 
one ice flow to the next, stopping for shelter during the snow storms. The theory  - 30,000 
years ago an ice age extended as far south as the Mediterranean. From what is now 
Portugal/Spain, these ancient peoples, made their way over a period of 5000 years from 
Europe to South America - 15,000 years ahead of those who migrated from Asia to what is 
now Alaska. An amazing story.  But it was the image ‘into the future’ that was haunting - 
our ancestors setting out in the midst of the greatest uncertainty, for a new land, a new way 
of life. 
 
The way into the future for us, too, must be a communal adventure.  If we attend to the 
authentic images of God, the world and of ourselves - who knows where our little boats will 
lead us through the uncharted waters of the magis. God’s unfolding of human life in our 
times lies somewhere in the image of small communities making their way SOMEWHERE 
led by the Spirit.   As God’s dream for the world goes forward, let us allow the 
contemplative stance of the  second round to lead us there. 
 

“ Listen long in the Silence  
that the Word may be heard, 

that decisions arise from the depths 
of your inner being 

 where Wisdom dwells...” 

      (Ps. 78, Nan Merrill, Psalms For Praying) 
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Greetings from CLC Canada… 

Our dear CLC Friends in the Lord!  
 
Soon our Lenten journey will be over and we will be  
celebrating Easter once again. Lent offered an invitation for  
journey; a journey that allowed for the grace “to see the  
Lord more clearly, to love Him more dearly and to follow  
Him more nearly”.   
 
Throughout Lent Jesus invited us to take a closer look at the  
temptations we face every day, to acknowledge them and  
to find ways to confront and overcome them. Lent also was  
a wonderful opportunity to use carefully and wisely the goods of the earth (fasting), to 
restore dignity and equality to the lives of others (alms giving) and to acknowledge God as 
Creator and Savior (praying). So where did we hear God’s call to move along on this 
journey? Who journeyed with us? What kind of change was involved? Where did we get the 
courage? Did we allow the Spirit to lead us to the desert? Could we see the world and 
respond to its challenges with a set of values very different from what might have seemed 
reasonable or practical (Two Standards)? 
 
As we continue together on our CLC journey to mission together with Jesus, let us be 
mindful of our environment, our water and our responsibility to protect this precious gift of 
life. From your National CLC General Council we wish you, your CLC communities and 
your family a joyous Easter and we hope that you all had a joyful Lenten journey and that 
you will be celebrating Christ’s resurrection in a peace that will renew your hope, love and 
energy for the coming year! 
   
Your sister and brother in Christ, 
Kati and Peter 
 
Kati Gumbmann & Peter Chouinard 
Are our CLC Canada Co-President(s) 
 
 

 
Miracles 

by artist Henry Shelton 
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A word from our National CLC Ecclesial Assistant… 

Dear Friends,  
 
Although Mother Nature is slow to provide obvious signs of spring such as green grass, 
crocuses and trees blossoming, my prayer remains that joy - a sure sign of Christ Resurrected 
in our lives - is, in fact, an Easter gift you experience in abundance.   
 
Lent was a time to live the mystery of Jesus' hidden divinity etched into the fabric of his 
passion.  We were drawn and requested to 'be with' the Lord during his tragic last days. [What 
greater offering is there but to 'be present' to Jesus who walked to Calvary alone?]   
 
Now, this Easter season, we are invited to actively partake in the ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We disciples are given that great honor and dignity to stand in God's presence and 
serve Him.  We are to preach (with words if necessary) as did Jesus.  We are to offer His 
healing presence to our broken, wounded world in search of a Savior that is not easily found 
beneath the many masks of human sinfulness.  Let us do as the Spirit of Christ bids us!   
 
Bless be the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Fr. Earl Smith sj 
National Ecclesial Assistant 
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Sign of the Times 
 
By Jocelyn Weirathmueller, 
CLC Fredericton Community 
(in formation) 

A reflection on the theme of the 
2006 World Day of Prayer 

given on March 3, 2006 at the parish of  
St. John and St. Paul in New Maryland, NB. 

 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came and, to test him,  
asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 

He said to them in reply, “In the evening you say,  
‘Tomorrow will be fair, for the sky is red’; and, in the morning,  

‘Today will be stormy, for the sky is red and threatening.’ 
You know how to judge the appearance of the sky,  

but you cannot judge the signs of the times. 
An evil and unfaithful generation seeks a sign,  

but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah.” 
Then he left them and went away. 

In coming to the other side of the sea,  
the disciples had forgotten to bring bread. 

Jesus said to them, “Look out, and beware of the yeast  
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

Matthew 16:1-6 
 

In the Gospel reading above, the Pharisees and Sadducees approach Jesus to test Him.  They 
ask Him for a sign from Heaven.  Blinded by narrow-mindedness and pride, they refused to 
see the many miracles of Jesus as signs of the presence of the Messiah.  He, whose coming 
was foretold by prophets, was finally in their midst…and they closed their eyes to Him. Jesus, 
who knows all hearts, recognizes the deception in theirs and rebukes them for not recognizing 
the “signs of the times”.   
 
The women of South Africa, inspired by this reading, have invited us today to reflect on the 
theme, “Signs of the Times”…   
 
What are the signs of our times?   
 
As we look around us, we can become aware of a great poverty attacking not only the body 
but also the mind and spirit.  Wars and the threat of wars, people wanting to eradicate and 
exterminate others, villages with no clean drinking water, evidence of hunger in the photos of 
children – distended bodies and skin stretched taut over bones, abortions in staggering 
numbers, the reality of euthanasia, AIDS… 
         continued on the next page… 
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continued from the previous page… 
 
In Africa the average age of the population is 24.5 years, with 30 percent of the population 
under the age of 14.  And what is the cause?  Poverty and the pandemic of AIDS! AIDS has 
claimed many, many lives … leaving many orphans… many of whom are also infected!  
 
One can go on and on listing the ills of our times… ills that affect not only the outside world 
but too the world within each of us.  Focused on these ills … one can become filled with 
hopelessness and despair. 
 
But what does Jesus tell us through the readings we have heard today?  “Do not be deceived.  
Do not listen to the prophets of despair coming from within you or outside you.  I am here 
with you… Trust in me when I say I have come that you may have life in abundance…and 
have it to the full!”    
 
The story of Ezekiel1 is significant.  Like Ezekiel we stand before a vast valley of dry bones – 
ours included.  God asks us, “Can these bones live?  Can there be life again in this valley of 
death?”  With Ezekiel, we say, “You know, Lord, You know…” trusting that He can indeed 
bring life to dry bones --- for nothing is impossible with God.   
 
But God does not work alone.  Just like Ezekiel, He invites each one of us here tonight and 
all Christians everywhere to speak His Word and bring life.  By our actions …  by our 
choices … we make ourselves available to God for Him to use.  By our actions … by our 
choices … we consent to partner with God in bringing about His Kingdom of Justice and 
Peace … His Kingdom of Life, Love, and Mercy here on earth. 
 
Yes, let us guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees; let us not fail to see that 
the Kingdom of God is at hand.  Jesus is the true Sign of the Times and, as Christians … His 
followers … He invites us to be signs with Him.  
 
Let us then pray for the grace of a spirit of generosity tempered with wisdom.  And, in the 
midst of our trembling, with a fearlessness grounded in trust in our God Who says “Do not 
fear … I will be with you always”, may we respond with a resounding “Yes” to the many 
ways He may call us.  
 
____________________________________ 
1Ezekiel 37:1-10 
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RETREAT REMINDER TO ALL CLC MEMBERS 
 Consider a 4-Day Directed Retreat (in silence): 

 Wednesday evening Aug.16 –to- Sunday noon Aug 20/06 
Maximum of 16 retreatants ... 

There will be a few spaces available (if needed)  
for those only able to arrive for the weekend  

(Friday evening -to-Sunday noon)  
        Personal prayer time in silence; daily meeting with a director;  

communal morning and evening prayer   
(with spiritual conversation in small groups);   

brief inputs related to our CLC way of life. 
Fr.Charles Pottie (Pâté) sj, Pam Daigle  

and two other directors will guide these days of prayer.  
 

A non-refundable registration fee of $50.00 (payable to CLC Atlantic) 
for the 4 -Day: with $175.00 upon arrival;  

Weekend only: $125.00 upon arrival. 
(Fees cover the cost of retreatant room & board, and team expenses). 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS JUNE 30th, 2006. 
Your cheque should be made out to Atlantic CLC and mailed to: 

Claude Jean 
215 Rue Notre Dame, 

Atholville, N.B. E3N 4T1 
 

 
The Last Supper 

by artist Henry Shelton 
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An Experience of Healing 
 
by Julia Bourque 
CLC Fredericton 
 
On Wednesday, March 22, 2006, three of our CLC in formation from Fredericton attended the 
last day of a four-day mission by Father Fernando Suarez in Halifax at St Michael’s church. 
 
We arrived at 5:30 p.m.  and already people were filling the pews for the 7:00 p.m. healing 
mass. While a steady stream of people were entering the church the Scripture Rosary was being 
recited. By 7:00p.m. the church was filled to overflowing. People were standing in the back of 
the church. 
 
Then the singing began and everyone was singing. The contemporary signing was lead by Fr. 
Tim Devine, a young blind priest from the Order of the Companions of the Cross. Fr. Tim was 
the first Roman Catholic ordained blind priest, as the canon law prohibited blind men from the 
priesthood until 1983 when the canon law was changed. He was lead to the keyboard by a 
brother of the order and took it from there. This was amazing, I thought. 
 
Fr. Fernando was celebrating the healing mass. Father Fernando came to Canada from the 
Philippines in 1995 and was ordained in 2002 the same year as Fr. Devine, to the newest order 
of priests from Ottawa, the Companions of the Cross. 
 
What is so special about Fr. Fernando is that he is a healer, a gift which he received when he 
was about 16 years old. His new ministry now is to heal people. He travels all over the world 
and goes to any diocese that invites him. He has such a humorous personality and his homily 
was alive and very inspiring. 
 
Some of the thoughts he shared with us that made a lasting impression were; 
 
1) Every Eucharist is a healing mass. 
2) It is Jesus who does the healing, not him. (“So don't thank me, thank Jesus.”) 
3) Remember the four G's necessary for God's work to happen in us... 
 
•Gratefulness. Always be grateful, a grateful heart is opened to God. 
•Goodbye.  Say goodbye and let go of anything that binds us like (worry, fear, self pity, anger, 
old hurts, etc. We cannot change the past, the future is not here yet, all we have is the present, 
so live in the present with a grateful heart. God can take care of all our needs. 
•Go. Go and preach the Good news. Tell all what Jesus is doing.  Go preach that the kingdom 
of God is here. Go speak of the good news of His healing of hearts, minds and bodies. 
•Grow. Allow the Lord to mold us into the person He intended us to be. 
 
This was such a grace filled evening and I wish everyone could have been there to witness what 
was happening and to be healed also.     continued on the next page… 
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continued from the previous page… 
 
After mass, Fr. Fernando took the time to personally touch everyone so they could be healed. 
Many people were healed instantly that evening, some who had lost their hearing, some were in 
pain from all kinds of injuries, one with migraine headaches. For hours they waited for their 
turn, some sitting, some standing. We were sitting in the third row and when we were done it 
was 10:30 p.m. and there was still a lot of people waiting to receive Fr. Fernando's healing 
touch. 
 
I personally know that I was healed of my back and neck pain. I have been suffering for years 
from a deteriorating disk in my lower back and arthritis in my neck. I have been sleeping 
soundly pain free since. I have so much gratitude in my heart that I had to send an e-mail to Fr. 
Fernando to thank him and ask him to pray for my brother Joseph who received severe injuries 
in an industrial accident, breaking a vertebra, a rib and wrist, and for my brother-in-law, 
Sylvain who is dying of pancreatic cancer, and for a friend, Norah, who is going through her 
second bout with cervical cancer, her grandson Cody who has been sick with cancer for most of 
his childhood, and for another friend, Rhea, who is riddled with crippling arthritis. I did not 
expect that Fr. Fernando would respond to my e-mail but this morning there was a response 
from him thanking me and assuring me he would pray for those people and he also asked for 
me to pray for him. 
 
The email address to ask for healing is: email@fatherfernando.com . (His web site is at: 
http://www.fatherfernando.com/). The website for the Companions of the Cross is 
www.companionscross.ca . On the Companions of the Cross website you can read about the 
founder, Father Bob Bedard, about the renewal of a parish in Ottawa and how he formed the 
order. 
 
I have had a feeling that God wanted me there for a purpose. He will guide me on what He 
wants me to do next. 
 

REMINDER! 
 
The AASEA Fall Conference 2006 – All CLCers are WELCOME ! 
 
The Atlantic Association of the Spiritual Exercises Apostolate (AASEA) will hold its annual 
AASEA Fall Conference Sept. 15-17, 2006 at Villa Madonna Retreat House in Saint John, N.B. 
Virginia Varley, CSJ, former director of Loyola House, Guelph, Ontario, will offer a series of 
presentations on the Theology of the Spiritual Exercises. Conference brochures (with 
registration forms) are expected to begin circulating in May 2006.  In recent years, the cost has 
been $ 50.00 registration and $ 120.00 upon arrival.  Those interested in receiving an AASEA 
brochure in May are asked to give their names to Fr. Charles Pottie sj by April 30, 2006.  This 
request may come through your CLC Community Contact Person or personal e-mail to: 
 charles.pate@ns.sympatico.ca 
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Litany of the Circle 
 
Every part of this earth is sacred, every shining pine needle, 
every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, 
every clearing and humming insect is holy. 
 
The rocky crest, the juices of the meadow, 
the beast and all the people, 
all belong to the same family. 
 
Teach your children that the earth is our mother. 
Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of the 
earth. 
 
The water's murmur is the voice of our father. 
We are part of the earth, and the earth is part of us. 
 
The rivers are our brothers; they quench our thirst 
The perfumed flowers are our sisters. 
The air is precious, for all of us share the same breath. 
 
The wind that gave our grandparents breath also receives their last sigh. 
The wind gave our children the spirit of life. 
 
This we know, the earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth. 
 
This we know, all things are connected, 
like the blood which unites one family. 
All things are connected. 
 
Our God is the same God, whose compassion is equal for all. 
For we did not weave the web of life;   we are merely a strand in it. 
Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves. 
 
Let us give thanks for the web in the circle that connects us. 
 
An Indigenous Litany,  
by Chief Seattle 
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DISCERNMENT by �Susan Troy, M. Div.   

“Discernment of spirits” scriptural foundation can be found in Gal 5:1, 1 Cor, and 1Thess 5, 12. 

The term “discernment” has found its way into everyday contemporary spiritual and secular 
“speak.” Yet, the practice of “discernment” has a very particular meaning and place in life of 
the Christian faith and very specific “Spirit-filled” understandings for modern application. 
What is the genuine goal of all discernment for the faithful? It is our effort to discover God’s 
activity in our life and to keep Christ at the center of all we are and all we do; no more or no 
less. 

As people of faith what we are truly speaking of is the “discernment of spirits.” This is a term 
and practice that finds its origins in the earliest days of the Christian faith. It embodies an 
understanding that God is a God of revelation and activity in all aspects of life, for all times. It 
speaks to an understanding that the Spirit of God moves within us and within the community. 
As Paul says in his letter to the Galatians after he enunciates the “fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” He states, “If 
we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.” This is a very early understanding and 
declaration that, as we accept the presence of the Spirit active in our lives and communities, we 
must allow ourselves to be guided by that Spirit. 

How do we allow ourselves to be guided by the Spirit? And, very importantly, how do we know 
that the Spirit is present in our decision making and resulting actions? This is the “stuff” of 
discernment. Discernment of the Spirit is a practice. It is applied to our decision making 
processes, internal and external. It needs to be learned, and its value increase with practice. The 
fruits and rewards of discernment are often very subtle. This must be expected and understood. 

There have been several great spiritual leaders of the Church who have expanded our 
understanding of what Paul proclaimed in Galatians. The one who has had the greatest impact 
on the concept and practice of discernment of the spirits is Ignatius of Loyola (1556.) It is 
because of his Spiritual Exercises that we use the language of discernment in all decision-
making. Part of the Second Week of the Exercises is learning specific elements that enable us to 
attempt to understand the working of the Spirit in our lives. There are very clear guidelines and 
language. 

Discernment is a thoughtful examination and evaluation of the presence or absence of God in 
decision making. Is this of God and how do we know? These are always the central questions. 
We do have tools for use in discernment. First and foremost we have prayer and contemplation, 
as individuals or as a group. Essential is the assent. We need to want to discern, to seek God’s 
guidance and believe it is attainable. Discernment is not about a quick prayer, but a prayerful, 
ongoing process. There must be thoughtful examination and commitment to the process. There 
is an assent to the value and necessity of the process. Discernment is not something that 
happens to you, but is something you are committed to, desire, and make happen. 
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For the love of justice 
 
By Peter Henriot sj 
 
Much of the reaction to Pope Benedict XVI’s first encyclical has dwelt on the practice of 
personal love and less on the practice of charity and social action. But both are crucial 
to the Pope’s powerful message, particularly amid the poverty of rural Africa 

WHAT DO eros and agape have to do with my everyday work for social justice here in 
Zambia? That’s the question that came to my mind when I picked up Benedict XVI’s first 
encyclical letter Deus Caritas Est . Was this just a pleasant theological/philosophical 
discourse about love without much relevance to the issues facing a Church struggling to share 
good news in a country with many potentials but also many problems? Would this letter make 
any difference on a continent where the justice, development and peace agenda is so central to 
our Catholic Church? 

To be honest, I was somewhat concerned because I had heard some comments that the new 
Pope was not going to be as strong on the promotion of Church social activism based on 
social teaching as had been his predecessor, John Paul II. Some had even speculated that an 
emphasis on charity was now being made in order to put into second place an emphasis on 
justice . A stress on the role of the Church in sharing charitably with the poor would then 
move away from the Church’s political role of changing the structures of poverty. 

         continued on the next page… 

 
Carrying the Cross 

by artist Henry Shelton 
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continued from the previous page… 
 
My worry was put to rest in a careful reading of the document. I would say that the whole 
encyclical, not simply the second part which speaks of the “practice of love” in its social 
dimension, pushes forward the more radical aspects of the Church’s social teaching . If the 
first part of the letter speaks of a “mysticism” that is social in character, it lays a foundation 
for charitable activity of the Church that is necessarily orientated towards justice. And this, of 
course, continues with the best of the social teaching of the past century. 

Let me set down what I see to be three major social theses of Deus Caritas Est and describe 
their implications. I look at these points from the particular perspective of a Jesuit priest 
serving in a small local language parish in a poor rural area and also directing a very active 
social research and advocacy centre in a Church strongly committed to justice. What does this 
encyclical say to me? 

First, the entire activity of the Church “is an expression of a love that seeks the integral good 
of women and men … ”, promoting human beings in all arenas of life and attending to human 
sufferings and needs, including material needs. Hence the Church’s promotion of love is 
intimately compatible with the works of justice, development and peace that play such central 
roles in the mission of the Church in Zambia and throughout Africa (and wider). Some might 
argue that such pastoral activities should take second place behind more spiritual work such 
as liturgy and sacramental ministry. But Benedict argues differently: “The Church cannot 
neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word.” 

When the Pope’s vision of charity is seen in its widest sense as described above, then an 
integrated social activism is essential to the mission of the Church. For charity that attends 
only to alleviating suffering without attempting to do away with it is only partial love at best 
and destructive love at worst – something open to the Marxist critique that Benedict soundly 
rejects. 

Here Benedict is in continuity with Paul VI’s recognition in his 1967 Populorum Progressio 
that generous gifts – offered in charity – are not sufficient to eliminate hunger or reduce 
poverty if not linked to the effort for “building a world where all people, no matter what their 
race, religion or nationality, can live fully human lives, freed from servitude imposed on them 
by others or by natural forces over which they have no sufficient control; a world where 
freedom is not an empty word …” 

Second, Catholic social teaching is central to the message and mission of evangelisation. 
Benedict is very careful in distinguishing action in the political sphere as a “direct duty” of 
working for a just ordering of society – something proper to the laity – and the promotion of 
just structures through the “indirect duty” of rational argument and moral sensitisation – 
something proper to church leaders. The Church has the responsibility to promote rational 
argument (the Pope calls it the “purification of reason”) and moral sensitisation. 
 
         continued on the next page… 



  17 
  

continued from the previous page… 
 
Indeed, the Pope argues that without such reawakening of moral forces “just structures are 
neither established nor prove effective in the long run”. I believe Benedict is emphasising the 
power of effective use of Catholic social teaching, something we have seen clearly here in 
Zambia over the years since independence from Britain in 1964. Bishops’ pastoral letters, 
statements from justice and peace commissions, formation programmes for laity, Religious and 
clergy: all these efforts have brought the Church’s social teaching into the public sphere of 
politics and policy. 

It is true that many politicians in Zambia (and certainly in other countries as well) assert that 
social teaching interventions in socio-economic, governance and justice issues are “political” 
and insist that Church leaders should be silent on such affairs and concentrate only on 
“spiritual” matters. Can these critics of Church activism find support from Benedict’s position? 
The answer is an emphatic no, in my opinion. For Benedict’s view is in continuity with the 
major emphasis of that great social teaching document from the 1971 Synod of Bishops, Justice 
in the World : “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world” 
is constitutive (that is, central, essential, necessary, indispensable) to the preaching of the Good 
News. 

Third, solidarity is a basic mark of true charity and a key element in “the struggle for justice 
and love in the world of today”, as the encyclical puts it. Benedict introduces the notion of 
solidarity when he discusses the consequences of an increasing globalisation of communication 
(enabling us to know the needs of others around the world) and of the means of assistance 
(enabling us to respond to these needs). I would describe solidarity as the sense that moves us 
beyond the physical reality of economic interdependence to the ethical reality of human 
interconnectedness. It is a profoundly moral sense that teaches us that our well-being is 
dependent on the well-being of others and that no matter how materially prosperous some of us 
may feel, we are spiritually and morally poor when we live in a world of great disparity. 

As popular as was this concept of solidarity with John Paul II, it was Paul VI who had earlier 
defined its message in Populorum Progressio : “There is no progress towards the complete 
development of women and men without the simultaneous development of all humanity in the 
spirit of solidarity.” I believe that Benedict speaks of this situation when he makes a very strong 
statement of what can or cannot constitute the Church as the normative community described in 
Acts 2: 44-45: “… within the community of believers there can never be room for a poverty 
that denies anyone what is needed for a dignified life.” That poverty, as noted above, cannot be 
dealt with by the gift of charity alone but requires also the consequence of charity, the 
promotion of a justice that changes the structures of society. In Zambia, our Church’s current 
calls for more integral development and for more accountable governance mean that charity 
moves into social activism. 

These three key arguments, on activism, evangelisation and solidarity reveal a framework 
for my social activism and that of so many others in Zambia and around the world.    
         continued on the next page… 
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I don’t believe I have distorted Benedict’s message to justify my activism. Indeed, I’ve been 
personally challenged to examine my activism in the light of his call for prayer, humility and 
hope as necessary elements in effective charitable activity. 

I take consolation from the canonisation of a contemporary Jesuit saint just a few months before 
the new encyclical was released. Fr Alberto Hurtado, a social activist in Chile in the early 
twentieth century, is reported to have remarked once: “Marx said that religion was the opium of 
the people. But I also know that charity can be the opium of the rich.” Certainly a charity 
without justice, without commitment to structural change, can be such an opium. But I see in 
Deus Caritas Est a beautiful description of a charity that is not an opium. For Benedict’s 
invitation to charity is never far from the mandate for justice. 

If a revised version of this important encyclical were one day to be released (though I don’t 
think encyclicals come out with revisions), I’d recommend that the precision of its powerful 
message would be greatly enhanced by a quotation from the 1971 Synod: “Christian love of 
neighbour and justice cannot be separated. For love implies an absolute demand for justice, 
namely a recognition of the dignity and rights of one’s neighbour. Justice attains its inner 
fullness only in love.” What could be clearer? 

Peter Henriot SJ directs the Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection in Lusaka, Zambia. This piece was 
published in The Tablet on February 11th, 2006. If is reprinted here with permission by the publisher. 
The Tablet can be accessed at: http://www.thetablet.co.uk/ 
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An update on CLC support for the Saint Aloysius Gonzaga High 
School in Kibera/Nairobi, Kenya… 
 
As reported in the Fall 2005 issue of Colloquy, in late July of last year, the CLC Truth Given 
and Anawim communities in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, commissioned and sent off their brother 
and sister, John and Colleen Sumarah, as they headed to Nairobi, Kenya, to teach and volunteer 
their services at the Saint Aloysius Gonzaga (St. Al’s) high school in Kibera. The school is a 
partnership mission of CLC Kenya and the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits. Located on the 
outskirts of Nairobi, Kibera, it is one of the largest slums in east Africa and possibly all of 
Africa with some 800 thousand to a million people. It was recently a featured background in the 
film The Constant Gardener.  
 
St. Al’s began in January 2004, in response to a pressing need that was recognized by members 
of CLC Kenya. They were working with AIDS-infected and affected persons in Kibera. Bright 
children of AIDS-infected residents were not able to attend secondary school because 
secondary education is quite costly in Kenya. CLC Kenya decided to begin St. Aloysius as a 
free, college preparatory secondary school for bright, destitute youth from Kibera who have 
either lost both parents or have lost one parent with the second parent infected. The school is 
open to students from all religious and ethnic backgrounds. The school had 56 students in 2004, 
126 students in 2005; it has 195 students in 2006; they expect to enroll 245 students in 2007. 
 
After John and Colleen had arrived and assessed various needs, they requested assistance from 
CLC Truth Given and Anawim to support the purchase of textbooks. With administrative 
support of CLC Canada to issue tax receipts, the ‘St. Al’s School Fund’ was established at a 
local bank in Wolfville and a fund-raising campaign was organized. It involved a profile on the 
project, noting John and Colleen’s work and presence at St. Al’s, as well as CLC’s 
involvement, and ending with an invitation to donate. This was sent out to all the local 
Christian churches in the area for insertion in their Sunday bulletins. A local press release was 
also done to engage public awareness and support. A local community college student group 
got involved in raising funds as well And a 50th birthday party that was organized requested 
donations to the project instead of gifts! 
 
Thus far, close to $3,000 (Cdn) has now been raised to support St. Al’s. And just recently, a 
local group of women in Wolfville called the Women of Wolfville, who produce a local yearly 
production on women’s stories, chose to donate some of their shows’ revenues to the St. Al’s 
project (it was one of three African projects they supported). A further donation is forthcoming 
from their generous support.  
 
Recently CLC Kenya and the Society of Jesus have issued a request for further funds to now 
support their efforts in providing a Food Support program to the students at St. Al’s, as well as 
to assist in the purchase of Laboratory Equipment, totalling $33,750. (Cdn). 
         continued on the next page… 
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continued from the previous page… 
 
This total consists of $21,250. (Cdn), or 72 % of the total amount needed for the Food 
Program for one year, is being requested.  CLC Kenya is able to provide 11 nourishing meals 
for their students weekly at a cost of less than $5.00 (Cdn) per student per week. 
Unfortunately, the meals they provide are the only regular meals many of their students will 
eat. Sourcing money for their feeding programme is an ongoing need and of great priority to 
them.  
 
The remaining amount of $12,500. (Cdn) is being requested for Laboratory Equipment 
Supplies for one year. While CLC Kenya has been able to source some very rudimentary 
laboratory equipment, they have not been able to provide the ongoing supplies that are needed 
for laboratory supplies for the experiments that students need to perform during their 
laboratory classes. Not having much practical laboratory experience places students at a 
serious disadvantage in sitting for the Kenya Certificate for Secondary Education (KCSE). 
The first students of St. Al’s will sit for the KCSE exam in October-November, 2006. If CLC 
Kenya’s request for support can be granted, they will begin to be able to remedy this 
deficiency for their students. CLC members are asked to consider this worthy project of CLC 
Kenya. 
 
Donations can be made by cheque (made out to the ‘St. Al’s School Fund’), and mailed 
c/o Leo J. Deveau, 9 Chestnut Avenue, Wolfville, N.S. B4P-1V7. Please indicate if a tax 
receipt is required. The ‘St. Al’s School Fund’ is being administered by CLC Truth 
Given, Wolfville, with further administrative support from CLC Canada. 
 
 
 Have you paid your CLC 
Member fees yet? 
 
If not, this is a friendly reminder to please do 
so before year end. The modest $35. member-
ship fee allows Atlantic CLC to support the 
many important initiatives related to our CLC 
mission in the region and across the country. 
 
If individuals would like to send more then 
$35.00, they should specify where they want 
the extra funds to go: Regional, National or 
World (and there is also the John English 
Fund). Tax receipts are also available upon 
request. Members should make their 
membership cheque out to Atlantic CLC and 
forward it to: Claude Jean, 215, rue Notre-
Dame, Atholville, N.B. E3N 4T1. 
 

The next issue of Colloquy will 
come out in the fall –  
OCTOBER 15th. DEADLINE 
FOR SUBMISSIONS WILL  BE 
OCTOBER 1st. 
 
Please consider submitting recent 
community CLC news, reflections, 
or reviews to share with your 
fellow CLC members across the 
region. 
 
Regularly check our CLC Canada 
web site at: 
http://www.jesuits.ca/clc 


