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Greetings from the Presidents,

Our Dear CLC Friends in the Lord!

It is wonderful to be in touch with all of you via this spring edition of UPDATE.
Thanks to Geraldine’s hard work we can now enjoy using our web site to do so.
We hope that you like what you see there and we invite you to give us some
feedback. Between November of last year and the day of the GC meeting we had
1,216 “hits”. If you haven’t visited the website we invite you to at http://
www.jesuits.ca/clc/CLCCanada.htm

March 18, 2006 your National CLC General Council met for a 9-1/2 hour tele-
conference call. We are getting better in “preparing” for these calls by
communicating in advance via e-mail, which resulted in a meeting that actually
ended earlier than anticipated. With gratitude in our hearts we listened to the
Regional Reports. (You can find a summary of these reports on the next page of
UPDATE). The next National General Council meeting will be a face-to-face
meeting September 8-10, 2006.

Formation is very dear to us and so we are grateful to Gilles Michaud and the
working group for all their hard work. We still have no representation from the
Rockies Region on the working group. Please join us in our prayers that
somebody will hear the call to serve in this very important service. Our hope is to
have a CLC Manual(s) Revision Team in place soon so we can start revising our
CLC formation and leadership manuals. As you all know, these manuals while
excellent in format and resources, are outdated. We have applied for funding and
the money granted will be used wisely. Please remember our needs in your
prayers. In fact, if you know of any non government agency or group that we
could contact for further funding please let us know. The revision costs will be in
the $10,000.00 range.

In November of this year delegates from around the world will be meeting in
Rome for an International Formation meeting. We are waiting for guidelines from
Rome at this time in order to discern who will represent CLC Canada at this
meeting. Representatives from 28 English speaking countries and English
speaking representatives from a number of other countries will be in attendance.
CVX Canada will also be a part of this group. (cont. on page 2)



Greetings from the Presidents (cont.)

Ruth Chipman and Peter Chouinard, our representatives on the North American CLC Committee will have a
meeting in May with CVX Canada and CLC USA via tele-conference call. The agenda will include where we
are hearing the Holy Spirit calling us as a CLC North American Community and how we hope to get there.
Mutual needs, sharing of resources and a vision for the future of CLC North America are also topics that
interest all three National CLC communities.

Maria and Bill Brown are continuing their tireless work on revising our SOPs and the constitution. Several
SOPs have been already approved by members of GC. Suggestions to the constitution will be sent out as per
the timeline required to all of our communities for review and will be tabled at our next National CLC
Assembly in 2009 for delegates to consider and adopt as the Assembly consensus allows.
Temporary and Permanent Commitment was an agenda item on our last tele-conference call and continues to
draw attention both from the World CLC Exco and your National General Council. An example of Permanent
and Temporary Commitment possibilities from CLC Kenya are presently being reviewed. The awareness that
our Regional Communities as well as our National CLC Community need to focus on this as an agenda item is
evident for CLC Canada in preparation for the 2009 Assembly and each CLC Region in time for their own
Regional Assemblies.

Graydon Nicholas prepared the prayer material for our World Day of Prayer. As March 25 fell on a Saturday
many communities were able to meet and not only celebrate our Feast Day but also celebrate the Ignatian
Jubilee. We hope you were able to find time to pray during the “Wave of Prayer” across Canada. We would
dearly love to receive your reflections from this experience. If you feel called to share this with your CLC
brothers and sisters across Canada, please send it to Kati or Peter. As we are celebrating the 40th anniversary of
our General Principles next year, Ruth Chipman will be developing a calendar for the North American Regions
to help in this celebration.

By now all members will have received via e-mail our financial statement and our proposed budget for 2006-
07. This is the time of year when we ask our membership to prayerfully consider their donation to CLC
Canada. Thanks to all who have contributed so generously in the last fiscal year! There are many areas in
which we are asked to contribute and many areas we would like to branch out into but of course all of this has
a financial cost. We can only participate and move forward as you support us. Please be generous in your
financial support to your chosen Way of Life, CLC.

Last but not least, we expressed our gratitude to Graydon whose term ended as past-president. We wish him all
the best as he moves on to his new role on the Preparatory Commission for the Diocesan Synod. Graydon has
accepted this role to represent the aboriginal people of the Diocese. Also, Graydon hopes to have an icon of the
Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe back in New Brunswick this year. Graydon’s desire is to make the icon
available to Parishes around the Saint John Diocese during the summer months. He will coordinate and travel
with the icon as it moves from Parish to Parish. Graydon’s contribution to CLC Canada over the past number
of years was significant and he helped to lay the ground work for cooperation and exciting opportunities for
CLC Canada.

We hope you will enjoy reading this issue of UPDATE lovingly prepared by Marilynn Heaton, your National
Executive Assistant. We pray the Risen Lord will continue to bless us all during this Easter Season and
always!

Kati and Peter
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Have you made your donation
to CLC Canada for the year 2005-06?

Our fiscal year end is August 31. Therefore donations received after August 31 will
be assigned to the upcoming year. Please send your donation to:

CLC Canada
c/o Marilynn Heaton

1120 -30th Street South
Lethbridge, AB T1K 2Y8

Receipts for income tax purposes will be mailed to you once a year in January or February.



Dear CLC Membership:

The April Upper Canada Jesuits
newsletter includes news about a
change in my apostolate focus this
September. I am leaving Winnipeg
for Halifax. Many of you know the
new Jesuit Centre of Ignat ian
Spirituality opened last December. I
will work at the Centre as the Jesuit
lia ison for AASEA and, most
important, continue my relationship
with CLC as the EA for Atlantic Canada.

I am delighted to move to my birthplace.
However, this move uncovers many sad
feelings related to my imminent departure
from Winnipeg, my home since 1988.

As yet the Provincial has not named my
replacement as the Ecclesial Assistant for
CLC Canada. In the meantime be assured
of my continuous service to you.

I have much gratitude for my time having
served CLC as its EA. While there is
a need to thank everyone, there is
greater reason to thank some
persons with whom I have worked.
Elaine Nightingale-Regan and Fran
Morrison were co-presidents during
my CLC earliest days. Graydon
Nicholas and Kati Gumbmann along
with Peter Chouinard have always
given to me their full support.
Mari lynn Heaton in Lethbridge

deserves a special mention. To one and all
thank you many times over!

Anyone who wishes to make an inquiry
about my new posting is welcome to
contact me via email at: esmith@jesuits.ca

Sincerely in Christ Risen,
Earl Smith, S.J.
Ecclesial Assistant
CLC Canada

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL CLC ECCLESIAL ASSISTANT
(Father Earl Smith, SJ)

A Part of Our History
I would like to review our past experience with regard to
the formation of lay spiritual directors; a sort of review
of the literature. In 1974 John English S.J. called
together four couples of which Barbara & I were one, to
form a CLC. We were either going through the exercises
or were being trained by John to give the exercises. We
formed new CLCs & began directing on weekend
retreats at the retreat house. Having lay spiritual
directors at the retreat house was a first I believe. In
1978 John Veltri S.J. & John English S.J. started “THE
SCHOOL”, which ran from 1978 to 1982. Let me tell
you how this worked.

One night a week, 15 directors in training brought 30
directees through the Spiritual Exercises. The 15
directors were members of CLC & had done the
Spiritual Exercises perhaps with John English, John
Veltri, Barbara or I.

The 30 directees who applied to take the Spiritual
Exercises (there was no preliminary screening) were
either:
1. new CLCers
2. members of the charismatic renewal who had some

intense conversion experience i.e. scripture came
alive as a love letter from God; experienced the

baptism of the Holy Spirit and established an active
heart felt prayer life. Since Barbara & I were
involved with this prayer group from it’s inception
we introduced to them the prayer of imagination,
review of prayer, etc.

3. People whom Art Walters collected from the Better
World Movement.

4. Others.
Were these people ready? We felt we could offer
teaching and support to bring them to readiness
assuming they had maturity.

On the night everyone came together at “The School”
these directees
a) received individual direction
b) shared in a small group (community) which was

permanent for the nine month period.
c) listened to a lecture by John English or John Veltri

on the theme which the directees had prayed on the
week previously.

The directors received:
1. Supervision and teaching on the directing process.
2. They directed two directees,
3. Participated in a small group sharing,
4. Went to the lecture which was common to all.

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY (A Spiritual Director’s Conference in Guelph)
The following is a talk given by Peter Peloso
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When the nine months was completed new directors were
selected from the directees who had just completed the
exercises because John English believed that directing
another person through the Spiritual Exercises was
another way of completing this experience.

What about people who were found not to be ready?
This issue was handled by eliminating the Ignatian aspect
of the Spiritual Exercises (two standards, three degrees
etc,) so they completed the prayer program using
scripture only. In this way they were being prepared to do
the Spiritual Exercises in the future while developing a
new relationship with God.

Small Group Sharing
“Telling one’s story is the initial instrument for the
members of a community to begin truly to listen to each
other and to gain a heightened awareness of the Spirit’s
activity among them. The person telling is risking self;
the persons listening are opened up and discover and risk
themselves. Sharing becomes an instrument of
affirmation and trust and so give the group a new
awareness of being community. The consoling sense of
God’s presence in this activity becomes the basis of the
group’s further discernment of its state and future action.
And when such discernment is practiced as a way of life,
“t el li ng th e st or y” ta ke s on it s pr op er
importance.” (“Spiritual Intimacy & Community”; John
English S.J. pg. 61.) Of course this type of sharing is
basic to CLCs.

Telling your story:
1. Helped a person get in touch with what the Spirit

was saying in her/his life.
2. Helped the directee decide what he/she would bring

to their Spiritual Director.
3. Helped people experience the reality of communal

spirituality.
4. Helped members experience the call of the Spirit for

the community.

What happened to the approximate 100 directees four
years later?

My anecdotal observation is that for those directees who
simply went back to their regular prayer life the keenness
of the Spiritual Exercises was lost. I have no evidence for
this! Those who joined CLCs or remained with other
Christian communities were able to better attempt to live
the Spiritual Exercises.

We know that practicing the spiritual life never becomes
automatic, for example doing the awareness exercise
demands discipline.

As you can see these were very exciting times.

Following this input the ‘Food for the Journey’
workshop discussed, “What is the ministry of lay
people and how we can support people who have
completed annotation 19?”.

Dear Friends:

I offer to you warm spring greetings and
+Easter Season blessings this fine month
of April. In recent Updates my focus has
been on how best to encourage (convince,
inspire, cajole) you to pay our annual
national/regional donations. Suffice to say
that this honorable need remains great.
Let’s just do it, eh? However, it is time for
me to write about a very different cause. It is the cause of
celebration and awareness of three men from whom CLC
draws and depends much for ongoing formation in our
Ignatian based way of life. I am speaking, of course,
about Ignatius Loyola and his dearest friends, Francis
Xavier and Pierre Favre.

This year the Society of Jesus and Catholic Christians
worldwide are celebrating the anniversaries of births for
Francis Xavier and Pierre Favre who were born 500 years
ago in 1506. Ignatius Loyola’s anniversary of death in
1556 is highlighted as an occasion to reflect on the origins
of the Society of Jesus as it is rooted in this ‘trinity’ of
friendships.

Some scholarly reflection, letters, and even a play based
on their lives of friendship have been published and are
available for us to share. A possible first place to look for

access to this information is the website
of English Canadian Jesuits which is
www.jesuits.ca A Special Anniversary
Year 2006 graphic is depicted at the
bottom of the front page. Clicking on it
provides you with a number of resources
including the play about the three
friends. [This play has been widely
distributed throughout Canada as the
materials found on the website can be

easily downloaded. It is a facile and enlightening way to
participate in the anniversary with members of one’s local
CLC group!] A wealth of additional information can be
gained under ‘links and affiliations’ on this same website.
I’d recommend clicking on The Society of Jesus
International Website to explore what is most interesting
and serviceable to you and other CLC members.

Do not hesitate dear reader should you wish to contact
me regarding anything related to your search. In fact, be
encouraged to contact me about anything your CLC heart
desires! I can be reached at esmith@jesuits.ca

Earl Smith, S.J.
Ecclesial Assistant
CLC Canada



A Special Anniversary Year 2006
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CLC World Day of Prayer Retreat (March 25, 2006, Winnipeg, MB)

Blessed Pierre Favre
We were unaware of Blessed
Pierre Favre of the Society of
Jesus, until a few months ago,
when mention of the Ignatian
Jubilee was made and we
were encouraged through our
CLC Newsletter by Fr. Smith
to read and learn about him.
Our community, the Friends
of Jesus, felt compelled to do

just that. We were amazed to discover that Pierre
Favre had as much to do with the beginnings of the
Society of Jesus as Ignatius and Xavier. He was in
fact the first of the three to be ordained a priest in
July, 1534 and was very much involved in attracting
other members to the group that would come to be
known as the Society of Jesus. His story is inspiring
and we would like to share with you details
surrounding his humble beginnings and focus some
attention on his relationship to Christ and his
mission. Quotes from the book, ‘The Spiritual
Writings of Pierre Favre’ which includes ‘The
Memoriale’ are used through out this article.

Background Information
Pierre Favre was born Easter Monday, April 13, 1506
in Le Villaret in Savoy, a village in the valley of the
Savoy Alps. His parents were, in his words, “very
good and pious Catholics.” At the age of seven he
began shepherding. At 10 years of age he felt such an
intense desire to go to school he was unable to sleep
at night for weeping. Reluctantly, his parents gave in
and allowed him to attend school, a move that by the
time he was 20, led him to Paris and the College
Saint-Barbe. He happened to share a room with
Xavier there and the two became close friends.
About four years later, in 1529, he was asked to tutor
a student, Ignatius, in Latin and Aristotle and, as the
two spent time together, they soon began discussing
spiritual matters, something that was very much
needed and welcomed by Favre. In his Memoriale
Favre says of their meeting

“Eternally blessed be all this that divine
providence arranged for my good and for my
salvation. For after providence decreed that I was
to be the instructor of that holy man, we
conversed at first about secular matters, then
about spiritual things. Then followed a life in
common in which we two shared the same room,
the same table, and the same purse. As time
passed he became my master in spiritual things
and gave me a method of raising myself to a
knowledge of the divine will and of myself. In the

end we became one in desire and will and one in
a firm resolve to take up that life we lead today –
we the present or future members of this Society
of which I am unworthy.”

Step by step, through the tools of the Spiritual
Exercises that Ignatius instructed him in before
actually giving him the complete Spiritual Exercises,
which was four years later, Pierre became very aware
of himself, of his spiritual progression, his
weaknesses such as vainglory and gluttony. Of these
experiences he said,

“…never did our Lord let me remain tied up or
deceived in anything…but in everything with
inspirations and enlightenment from his holy
angels and from the Holy Spirit, he would always
free me at a time that seemed good to him and
was opportune for me.”

His gratitude to God was always a part of his
writings. He saw God’s action in all aspects of his
life. Even when on one occasion in 1541 he and the
two men he was traveling with were arrested and
imprisoned for seven days, Favre was able to see the
good in this as the captain went to him for
confession. He knew his dependency on God, that all
belonged to Him. Periods of desolation were
moments by which he felt God humbled him. He
lived the “TAKE LORD AND RECEIVE” and he
saw the necessity of integrating prayer and action.
Through his frequent prayer, he was given much
insight into one’s growth in relationship to God. An
example from his Memoriale:

“Blessed be the Lord who has countless ways of
leading us to perfect knowledge and love of
himself but only little by little because we do not
deserve to attain them at a single bound. For
there must first come so many kinds of fear, …
disgust, repugnance, and aversion concerning
those lowest things in which peace cannot be
found, even though they are means to ascend to
the love of the Lord and to enter fully into it. But
once a person has arrived there, he “goes in and
comes out” with joy and “finds pasture” both
inside and outside…and come to acquire the love
for God. Before having that love he could but
mount up and gaze towards the heights. But once
he has entered loving intimacy with God, he will
be able to go on increasing in that love…”

Pierre’s writing reveals a very simple, humble,
sensitive and intelligent man who was willing to
accept what was set before him. From May of 1539,
before the establishment of the Society of Jesus, he
left his closest friends, and he went where he was
sent throughout Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Germany
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seeming to be always on the move, as Jesus had been,
traveling mostly by foot sometimes for months with
very little for personal belongings. In his travels, he
took on charitable enterprises, preaching, hearing
confessions, giving spiritual direction and giving the
Spiritual Exercises which was his greatest gift to
people from all walks of life. He made the most of
each place though never there for very long. He was
constantly at risk from the dangers that beset all
travelers in those days. He traveled in any kind of
weather, was always overworked, frequently
undernourished and suffered from a recurring fever.
Each new place he went to meant adjustment and in
some cases it meant bearing the condemnation of
people who mistrusted him until they got to know
him. It is estimated that in seven years, he traveled
7,000 miles or more.

Pierre saw his wandering life as an image of that
greater pilgrimage made by the human soul to its
home in heaven. So deeply convinced that this was
the life God wanted him to lead that he wrote to
Ignatius,

“For my part I should be glad never to be settled
in a place but would rather set forth on a lifelong
pilgrimage through one or other parts of the
world.”

He then offered himself for further missions “without
a settled place, without rest.” As he traveled he
prayed a lot not only to the Trinity but also to Mary,
to the Saints of each place he visited, to the guardian
angels, for others, for himself. Of Mary, he said,

“Nowhere else will you find such an effective
example of suffering with Christ and of following
and serving him.”

Pierre was another example of this. He willingly
denied himself, picked up his cross daily, and
followed Jesus. Serving Jesus became his sole
purpose for living. He was a model of faith in action
seldom seeing the fruit of his labors.

The key to his apostolate was a simple and yet very
effective one - friendship leading to conversion. He
had a gift for friendship with everyone. He called
them his spiritual sons and daughters. He had a
reputation for holiness and it was this that led Peter
Canisius, who was to be sanctified and become
known as a Doctor of the Church, to want to meet
him. Favre captivated Peter and gave him the
Spiritual Exercises. It was during the second week of
the Exercises that Peter made an election to join the
Society.

By temperament Favre preferred gentle persuasion to
constraint, moral reform rather than theological
controversy. He deplored the use of violence against
heretics. Instead, he counseled what went against the

norm – a friendly, compassionate and loving
approach to them as persons who need spiritual help.
He saw good in everyone and prayed for those he felt
had lost their way – like Luther. His idea of reform
involved a personal focus of the soul’s humble and
repentant turning to God. He was deeply concerned
with bringing men back to God and it grieved him to
see Catholics leaving the Church to follow Luther.

Pierre died August 1, 1546 on his way to the Council
of Trent where he was to have been a papal
theologian. Since 1568 pilgrims have been visiting
the Gesu to venerate Ignatius and Xavier totally
unaware of Favre whose bones are buried with the
bones of others under the main door. This humble
man prayed that he might become Christ’s broom and
be known as such even in heaven. And so his prayer
has been answered. Fifty years after his death,
testimony about him was collected noting that in
Savoy he was already referred to as “saint” or
“blessed”. There were processions in his honor and
cures were reported. For unknown reasons the
authorities in Rome did not act on this and it was not
until September 5, 1872 Pope Pius IX gave solemn
approval of the public devotion to Blessed Pierre
Favre. Somehow the cause for his sanctification
became lost.

The Spiritual writings of Pierre Favre have
encouraged us to continue living our relationship
with Christ through service and in community
growing towards apostolic mission.


A Prayer for Detachment
Blessed Peter Faber, S.J.

I beg of you, my Lord,
To remove anything which separates

Me from you, and you from me.

Remove anything that makes me unworthy
Of your sight, your control, your reprehension;

Of your speech and conversation,
Of your benevolence and love

Cast me from every evil
That stands in the way of my seeing you,

Hearing, tasting, savoring, and touching you;
Fearing and being mindful of you;

Knowing, trusting, loving and possessing you;
Being conscious of your presence

And, as far as may be, enjoying you.
This is what I ask for myself

And earnestly desire from you.
Amen.
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An Examen based on Pierre Favre’s
‘Prayer for Detachment’
Pierre wrote

“a man’s love for himself should not be an end
in itself but that he should be totally ordered to
the glory of God, to the welfare of his own
spirit, and to the good of his neighbor.”

He says,
“Seek grace for the smallest things, and you
will also find grace to accomplish, to believe in,
and to hope for the greatest things. Many dream
of almost impossible undertakings and in the
meantime do not give any thought to the work
they have in hand….with what little knowledge
and faith you possess in your intellect, you must
grow more courageous in undertaking work
instead of seeking always to add to your
learning and develop your intelligence while
you neglect the progress which comes from a
will that is active. If you have but a single
talent’s worth of knowledge and faith, trade
with it and make it yield two. Take care not to
bury it in the ground, and do not say that you
need two talent’s worth of knowledge before
you will set to work…. Do not neglect those
everyday duties of yours and those that lie ready
at hand to engage instead in idle contemplation
of future undertakings and of others finished
long ago.”

He felt that the Lord shows us countless things,
which, with Him, appear easy, and that He gives us
confidence and much courage for many
undertakings. His advice is to build on the gifts we
already have. Allow them to grow by using them.

Pierre’s witness is an inspirational example of one
who gave of himself without counting the cost, and
who surrendered his life in service to build up
God’s kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.

Examen
Ask for the grace to place yourself in God’s

presence. Be aware of Him. Be aware of his
love for you.

Ask that God show you the gifts/talents He has
given you that are intended for the building up
of His kingdom for his greater glory.

Express gratitude for these gifts as they come to
mind.

Ask for the grace to see any interior obstacles that
get in the way of your relationship to Christ
and prevent you from not only being open to
Him but also being open to using fully the
gifts/talents you have been given. For example
fear, self-centeredness, a ‘ME FIRST’ attitude.

Express sorrow for allowing these obstacles to get
in the way and ask for God’s forgiveness.

Ask for the grace of His help to overcome these
obstacles step by step and to use fully the
gifts/talents He has given you for His greater
glory.

Close with an Our Father; reflect on your prayer
experience and journal.



Pierre Favre’s Method of Journaling
Most days Pierre made more than one entry in his
journal paying particular attention to his daily
experiences, his relationship with Christ, insights
and especially to the spirit he felt was moving him
during the events he related. He gives priority to
affective elements rather than intellectual elements.

On February 14 Favre writes
“as I was about to say Mass for the intention of
the supreme pontiff, Paul III, there came to my
mind thoughts of admiration about the goodness
of Jesus Christ. So great was his generosity that
he gave himself up fully in ways so different, not
only to the good who are grateful to him but
also to the wicked – for he delivered himself up
entirely to the traitor at the Last Supper.”

That was a lesson for me: if Christ communicates
himself to me each day when I celebrate and if he
is ready to communicate himself in all other ways
in prayer and in the works done for his sake, then I
too should communicate myself and abandon
myself to him in all ways, not only to him but also
to all my fellow men whether good or evil, for his
sake. I could do this by speaking kindly to them,
preaching to them, doing them good, working and
suffering for them, laying myself open to them to
the utmost extent in order to console them as far as
I can be of help to them, and, to end, by giving all
my entire self and whatever I possess.”

By Sharon Baker
Friends of Jesus CLC
Winnipeg
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Most of the material used in this article, including
quotes, came from the book “The Spiritual Writings of
Pierre Favre; The Memoriale and Selected Letters
and Instructions (Murphy, Palmer, Padberg). A bit is
from the Jesuit Website (www.jesuits.ca) and the
Prayer for Detachment is from Hearts on Fire;
Praying with Jesuits (edited by Michael Harter, SJ)



For Father John’s 80th birthday, CLC Canada General Council
established a fund to recognize the founding role played by him. His
efforts, when he gathered a small group made up of four couples to
begin a special journey of life with lay people in the first CLC
community in Canada, grew to encompass communities across the
country with affiliation to the World Christian Life Community. The
fund is intended to give financial assistance to initiatives which would
help the growth of CLC Canada at the local, regional or national
levels. At present there is $3,882.61 in the account. Donations are
gratefully accepted at anytime. Please mark your cheque

“JJE Fund” and send it to:
CLC Canada, 1120 - 30 Street South, Lethbridge, AB T1K 2Y8

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
THE PERFECT GIFT

TO GIVE TO A LOVED ONE?
Why not consider a donation

in his/her name to the
JOHN ENGLISH

FOUNDER’S FUND
Please contact Marilynn for more information

clccanada@jesuits.ca

Reflections by Sharon Baker (Friends of Jesus CLC, Winnipeg)
on the CLC World Day of Prayer Retreat, March 25th, 2006

The CLC World Day of Prayer Retreat was a very
prayerful, Spirit-filled and Spirit-led day that allowed for
many graces. It was an effective way of gathering
CLCers together for a day of prayer and reflection.
Eleven CLCers met at the St. Ignatius Education Centre.
Fr. Earl Smith, S.J, led our retreat day. We were
extremely grateful for the time and energy he put into
preparing for, and the delivery of, this special day.
Through his generous offer of self-gift the Holy Spirit
worked through him and us. It was truly an
“Annunciation” experience.

The song ‘The Deer’s Cry’ drew us into God’s presence
at the beginning of the day. With reflective music playing
in the background, Fr. Earl led our Scripture
contemplations (Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 25:31-46).
Fr. Earl guided us through an Annunciation
contemplation into a cottage where Mary sits prayerfully
looking out the window. We greeted each other. An
angel appears and speaks to Mary, “Greetings favoured
one.” The same words are spoken to us. What is our
reaction to the angel and the angel’s words? What is
Mary’s response to the Angel? What is our response?
What is the angel saying to us? What do we believe is
our carrying of Jesus? Mary responds with a question.
What is our response? Together with Mary we speak
about the angel’s visit. What words are spoken? What
actions? We sense in sharing our responses, that we
are bound together in the Spirit.

Hearing Fr. Jensen’s play, “In A College Room - The
First Jesuits”, read out loud was also a positive
experience enjoyed by everyone. I found myself seeing
parallels with CLC and I felt much hope for us as we
journey together. Despite obstacles these three men
discovered their mission for the greater glory of God and
they made it happen going out into the world to proclaim
the good news. We are called to do no less. As we grow
in community we develop a want for the ‘more’ and we
develop a vision of what that may be.

I am also grateful for the opportunity I was given to do a
presentation on Blessed Pierre Favre, S.J. I thoroughly
enjoyed learning about him and sharing what I had
learned with others. It amazes me how he has touched

my life and how I feel inspired by him. It would be remiss
of me not to thank Fr. Earl for asking me to do this
presentation and for his encouragement and prayerful
support; and my community, Friends of Jesus, and Ruth
for their support. The experience allowed me to see gifts
that God has given me that I had lost sight of since
childhood.

John Sumarah’s presentation, from the Lethbridge
Assembly, May 2004 was also read. It stressed to me
the importance of discerning together, sending,
supporting and evaluating as part of being community.
My community and I will be spending some more time
with these insightful words.

Throughout the day all breaks including lunch were held
in silence. This was very helpful in allowing us to stay
focused on the retreat. As always, it was a gift to be able
to end the day with Mass and then a Potluck supper.
Between 3 and 7 p.m., those who chose to, took a half
hour away from the others to pray for the needs of CLC.
I came away from this day feeling that much had been
accomplished and that step by step the Holy Spirit is
leading us as CLC. Despite obstacles that at times may
bring feelings of discouragement and worry, by focusing
on Jesus through our common Ignatian spirituality, we
will journey in the Holy Spirit’s guidance in CLC to a
common apostolic mission. In this there is joy, hope,
and love.
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Photos from Prairie Region Retreat Day

CLC
WORLD DAY
OF PRAYER

March 25,
2006

Winnipeg, MB
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CLC World Day of Prayer
Toronto, ON

Peter Nightingale &
Elaine Regan-Nightingale

World CLC Day at the
Jubilee for the Jesuits in

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Toronto
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CLCers and the Ignatian family
at their display at

Jubilee Celebration in Toronto

PROGRESSIO
Publication of the World Christian

Life Community

A beautiful glossy magazine with a
wealth of information and

reflective material
for all CLC members and
anyone interested in the
World CLC community.

Why not consider purchasing
one subscription as a gift
for your own community?

Yearly subscription rate:
$30 Canadian payable by cheque to

PROGRESSIO
Borgo S. Spirito, 8

00195 Rome - Italy

ADDRESS
CHANGE?

Have you moved,
changed

telephone number
or e-mail?

If so, please let us know at
clccanada@jesuits.ca
so we can keep our
directory current.

Thanks!



Dear Members of Our National Community;

You may have noticed that Prime Minister Harper has indicated he
wishes to pull Canada out of our Kyoto agreement.

I'll spare you the superlatives you will recognize this as a very poor
approach and seems to indicate that Prime Minister Harper is following
President Bush's attitude towards the environment where he, Bush,
suppresses the reports of his own environmental ministry.

Even Brian Mulroney recently recognized the urgency of global
warming. Prime Minister Harper says Canada cannot reach it's target
under the agreement. The truth is that we haven't tried!

It is feasible to cut greenhouse emissions by using the polluters pay principle. Not easy, not without pain but
necessary to save our planet.

Would you take this issue to your communities to discern if you as a community wish to write to the Prime Minister,
telephone your Member of Parliament and use any other vehicle necessary to indicate that we wish Canada to fulfill
its Kyoto agreement?

The future is here, we are suffering the effects of global warming now. If this puts your community under stress there
is help available.

Peace.
Peter Peloso

Impending Environmental Disaster
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An Item of Concern

An update on CLC support for the Saint Aloysius Gonzaga High School
in Kibera/Nairobi, Kenya…

As reported in the Fall 2005
issue of Colloquy, in late
July of last year, the CLC
Truth Given and Anawim
communities in Wolfville,
Nova Scotia, commissioned
and sent off their brother
and sister, John and Colleen
Sumarah, as they headed to
Nairobi, Kenya, to teach
and volunteer their services
at the Saint Aloysius
Gonzaga (St. Al’s) high
school in Kibera. The
school is a partnership
mission of CLC Kenya and
the Society of Jesus, the
Jesuits. Located on the outskirts of Nairobi, Kibera, it
is one of the largest slums in east Africa and possibly
all of Africa with some 800 thousand to a million
people. It was recently a featured background in the
film The Constant Gardener.

St. Al’s began in January, 2004 in response to a
pressing need that was recognized by members of
CLC Kenya. They were working with AIDS-infected
and affected persons in Kibera. Bright children of
AIDS-infected residents were not able to attend
secondary school because secondary education is quite

costly in Kenya. CLC
Kenya decided to begin St.
Aloysius as a free, college
preparatory secondary
school for bright, destitute
youth from Kibera who
have either lost both parents
or have lost one parent with
the second parent infected.
The school is open to
students from all religious
and ethnic backgrounds.
The school had 56 students
in 2004, 126 students in
2005; it has 195 students in
2006; they expect to enroll
245 students in 2007.

After John and Colleen had arrived and assessed
various needs, they requested assistance from CLC
Truth Given and Anawim to support the purchase of
textbooks. With administrative support of CLC
Canada to issue tax receipts, the ‘St. Al’s School
Fund’ was established at a local bank in Wolfville and
a fund-raising campaign was organized. It involved a
profile on the project, noting John and Colleen’s work
and presence at St. Al’s, as well as CLC’s
involvement, and ending with an invitation to donate.
This was sent out to all the local Christian churches in

St. Al’s in the foreground



the area for insertion in their Sunday bulletins. A
local press release was also done to engage public
awareness and support. A local community college
student group got involved in raising funds as well.
And a 50th birthday party that was organized
requested donations to the project instead of gifts!

Thus far, close to $2,000 (Cdn) has been raised to
support St. Al’s and just recently, a local group of
women in Wolfville called the Women of Wolfville,
who produce a local yearly production on women’s
stories, chose to donate some of their shows’
revenues to the St. Al’s project (it was one of three
African projects they supported). A further donation
is anticipated from their generous support.

Recently CLC Kenya and the Society of Jesus have
issued a request for further funds to now support
their efforts in providing a Food Support program
to the students at St. Al’s, as well as to assist in the
purchase of Laboratory Equipment, totalling
$33,750. (Cdn). This total breaks down to $21,250.
(Cdn), or 72 % of the total amount needed for the
Food Program for one year, is being requested.

CLC Kenya is able to provide 11 nourishing meals
for their students weekly at a cost of less than $5.00
(Cdn) per student per week. Unfortunately, the
meals they provide are the only regular meals many
of their students will eat. Sourcing money for their
feeding programme is an ongoing need and of great
priority to them. The further $12,500 (Cdn) is being
requested for Laboratory Equipment supplies for
one year. While CLC Kenya has been able to source
some very rudimentary laboratory equipment, they
have not been able to provide the ongoing supplies
that are needed for laboratory supplies for the
experiments that students need to perform during
their laboratory classes. Not having much practical
laboratory experience places students at a serious
disadvantage in sitting for the Kenya Certificate for
Secondary Education (KCSE). The first students of
St. Al’s will sit for the KCSE exam in October-
November, 2006. If CLC Kenya’s request for
support can be granted, they will begin to be able to
remedy this deficiency for their students.
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Entrance to St. Al’s School

CLC members are asked to consider this worthy project of CLC Kenya. Donations
can be made by cheque (made out to the ‘St. Al’s School Fund’), and mailed c/o
Leo J. Deveau, 9 Chestnut Avenue, Wolfville, N.S. B4P-1V7. Please indicate if a tax
receipt is required. The ‘St. Al’s School Fund’ is being administered by CLC Truth
Given, Wolfville, with further administrative support from CLC Canada.

OUR NEXT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY is to be held in

2009
We invite you to take

this to prayer in your regions to discern if your
region would like to

host this event!!


