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                  Moving Forward From Our Guelph National Assembly (April 23-26, 2009)
                         To Being Collaborators On Mission With Christ in Our World

                                    What is mission? 

     Our CLC Formation Manual Phase 1 “Come and See” states 
that “mission is not so much what we do, as it is the whole quality 
of presence we bring to the world in which we live.”     
     Our mission is to carry on the mission of Christ, to be Christ-
bearers like Mary. Christʼs mission was not just what he did, but 
who he was, his whole life, which was the full revelation of the 
Fatherʼs love. So, our mission is to carry on Christʼs mission; 
being people who reveal the Fatherʼs love. It is further specified 
by our experience as members of the Church; in our world today; 
we cannot live as brothers and sisters unless: (a) we have a 
simple lifestyle - poor with Christ - poor for a better service and (b) 
we carry the spirit of evangelization, a concern for the service of 
faith and the promotion of justice. (written by Patrick Oʼ Sullivan, 
SJ in Progressio, CLC Publication).

“Hear then the parable of the sower...As for what was sown on good soil this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty and 
in another thirty. (Mathew 13: 18, 23).

                       Communal Apostolic Discernment 

       On October 17, 2009, Prairie Region gathered to discern 
how God is calling us to mission as we move from the 
National Assembly to be Pillars and Prophets; called to be 
transformed. We followed the process of Communal Apostolic 
Discernment (CAD), using data that was already articulated 
by the delegates at our National Assembly: (1)education 
including finances, commitment, the 3 Pillars: Ignatian 
spirituality, community, and mission; (2) expectations of 
“Come and See”; (3) Spiritual Exercises and (4) deepen 
connections with each other in the Region.
      
       Other data that we used for our CAD was our graced 
history and the present situation in the Church and the world 
(signs of the times).

The result of our discernment was a 
communal awareness of the life-giving 
grace of the Spiritual Exercises of St. 
Ignatius. We articulated that we see 
them as the source of our connection 
with God and with each other and 
through these, we are drawn out into 
the world, into mission. They help us in 
strengthening community. We were 
given the images of “bedrock” and 
“web”. We are all connected in a web 
of relationships. In our third round, we 
articulated where we are drawn to 
concrete actions and these will be 
discerned by members.

                 John 12:24
“Unless a grain of wheat falls 
 to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat, 
but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit”

                                           Apostolic Life: Excerpt of General Principal #8
As members of the pilgrim People of God, we have been sent by Christ to be his witnesses to all people 
by our attitudes, words and actions. We take as our own his mission to bring the good news to the poor, 
to proclaim liberty to captives, to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free and to proclaim the 
Lordʼs year of favor. Our life is essentially apostolic.

Christian Life Community is a lay international organization whose charism and spirituality are 
Ignatian.  http://www.jesuits.ca/clc/
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     Quite recently, on the CLC website: 
www.cvx-clc.net, in the resources link, I 
searched for and found a document that I had 
read many years ago titled “OUR COMMON 
MISSION”. I wonder how many of us here in 
Prairie Region are aware of and have read 
this document? If you have not, I encourage 
you to do so. It is the outcome of the CLC 
X111 World Assembly in Itaici 1998. A process 
of discernment took place at this Assembly 
that had begun in the National communities. 
       Excerpts from this document read: “The 
process resulted in discovering three areas of 
mission and a set of necessary means for this 
mission.
First, we want to bring the freeing power of 
Christ to our social reality.
Secondly, we want to find Christ in all our 
varied cultures and to let His grace illuminate 
all that needs transformation.
Thirdly, we want to live Christ so as to bring 
Him to every aspect of our daily life in the 
world.
       These three areas of mission were 
enlightened by the spiritual source, which 
nourishes and empowers us for mission: the 
Spiritual Exercises, which help us to grow in 
Christian life.

The means for mission stated in this document are
1) The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius – all members 
are to be provided the opportunity to experience the 
Spiritual Exercises. The Exercises are to be adapted 
where necessary.
2) Formation – Formation teams to develop and 
propose formation and education programs, integrating 
the spiritual, communitarian, and apostolic dimensions 
of CLC life. These will enable members and/or 
communities to listen actively, to deal with conflict 
resolution, and promote sincere and open dialogue.
3) Collaboration in mission – with the Society of Jesus 
and other Ignatian family members. As well, the 
creation and support of apostolic networks within the 
Church and other groups.
4) Finances – Financial responsibility should always be 
discerned by each member.
        As I read and prayerfully reflect on these words, I 
am aware of the fact that we continue to strive for 
these things. None of what was said in this document 
has been lost. Rather, there seems to have been a 
deepening happening over the years; a deepening that 
speaks of the Holy Spiritʼs constant and gentle 
presence leading and guiding us as we strive to serve 
Christ in CLC.

       Sharon B. CLC Prairie Region Rep

Our Common Mission in CLC

      In addition we must attend to our own formation 
for mission, so that our community may ever 
become a more effective instrument of service.”
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We are on the right track!
As he explained these three dimensions of 
“evangelisation” = proclaiming the Good 
news, I thought that not only are these 3 
pillars for CLC members but they are part of 
the bigger picture  for the church and for our 
world. These three elements are so 
interconnected – one without the other would 
lessen the impact for true evangelisation. As 
Christian Life Community we are called to live 
these 3 aspects of our witness to Christ in the 
world in an intentional and explicit way. Let us 
give thanks that we have been made aware 
of our calling in Christ. And let us pray for 
each other to be more faithful to these living 
foundations.    
Your brother in Christ…… Charles 

Dear CLC friends, 
   As we continue in 
this issue of the 
Newsletter our theme 
of mission with Christ, 
and our collaboration 

with Him in the various forms of mission we are 
called to, I want to share a recent experience 
at the Priestsʼ Study Days. Fr. Michael-Paul 
Gallagher, an Irish Jesuit, our presenter, gave 
this response to the question: what are the 
essentials of evangelisation in our 
contemporary culture? He said without 
hesitation: Prayer, community and mission! 
I was immediately struck by the similarity with 
the 3 foundation dimensions of our CLC way of 
life.

Come Holy Spirit
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Collaboration on Mission
       The Knights of Columbus are part of the Ignatian 
Family. To be part of the Ignatian Family means to" be men 
for others" and that is certainly what the Knights of 
Columbus are. 
Charity is one of the main tenets of the Knights. Charity 
means to give to the less fortunate, to give of your means 
but also to give of yourselves.This principle, to give back to 
our community from whom much has been given is the 
message that Christ brought to us and the message that 
Ignatius Loyola explained to us in the Exercises and in the 

order he left us.
    The Knights of Columbus can be found 
working as volunteers in the parish doing 
the tasks that need to be done, be it a 
parish breakfast to enhance community, a 
dinner to support those preparing for 
marriage, or volunteering beyond the walls 
of the parish at the soup kitchen or 

supporting the family.
   The Knights also are continual fund raisers donating what 
they earn to the countless causes that come to our 
attention. Our charity is discerned at every meeting. This 
charity or love of our fellow creatures is expressed in the 
mutual support we give one another, the collective works 
we perform in the parish and the community and the gifts  
to those in need.
   This is truly "men for others" and how we 
participate as part of the Ignatian family. 

                                        
             

WEB   As it turns out, it seems Iʼm the kind of 
person whose greatest interests take her where 
other people have no interest whatsoever.  And I 
confess that it often works the other way too. So 
it was that my first uncensored impulse in 
contemplating a “Communal Apostolic Mission” at 
our discernment gathering was to pray that the 
underlying shape of our communal mission could 
be…well, less like a box and more like a web.

     Less like a box that contains, controls, and 
keeps all of us focused within 
its prescribed boundaries, and 
more like a web of connected 
persons that reaches out into 
the world: stretching here, 
reeling in there; thin in this 
place, reinforced by extra 
strands there.  

A “web” mission could expand, 
contract and re-form itself to 

cradle and support a wide diversity of specific 
tasks and directions. It could encompass, shelter 
and strengthen interactions within our families, 
our cities, our world—but also even lightly, gently 
add its threads of weight to momentary 
encounters on the street.  Itʼs wherever we are, 
and wherever weʼre going by whatever route. Itʼs 
“out there”--sometimes maybe even pretty far out 
there--
but as a web, itʼs resilient in being girded and 
strengthened by the existence of every other 

thread on the web.  This is the 
web of our flexible but 
unbreakable connection to each 
other, both in our groups and in 
the world.     

 “Love one another as I have 
loved you,” said Jesus.  So I 

think, “What else is this but a pattern for 
our work of reinforcing and making 
manifest the web of the Life that connects 
us all?”  Spinning and weaving the blanket 
of the Kingdom of God: thereʼs a 
communal mission I can consent to without 
reservation!    

                                         

                                                                        

            
     In retirement, my husband and I were 
privileged to participate in one of our churchʼs 
refugee sponsorship. The sponsorsʼ job 
description was varied and challenging.  We 
met the family of eight at the airport, 
facilitated housing, documentation, 

orientation, shopping, church attendance, 
school registration, doctorʼs appointments, summer church 
camp, birthday parties and socializing.
     All this was done in the context of cultural and language 
differences. Fortunately, the whole process was also 
infused with humour and deep faith in and love for God from 
their perspective as well as ours.
     I grew up in the Mennonite church which for centuries 
has emphasized serving Christ by helping the poor.  The 
expectation was and still is to ʻserve the Lordʼ in ones 
career and personal life.  Supporting this family turned out 
to be much more frustrating than we expected but the 
rewards have also been much greater than expected. We 
have become family to each other.  My husband and I 
simultaneously acquired six grandchildren. As with any 
family there are the odd challenges amid tons of joy.  I 
believe  Jesusʼ promise quoted in John 10: 10,  “I came that 
they may have life and have it  abundantly” is true in this 
experience.                        Viola Mirochnik  of the New Group        
                       

Pat MacCrae of New Group 

Mike Radcliff 
of Koinonia
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     Marc de Asis SJ, our St. Paulʼs High School contact 
and friend to all of us at Immaculate Conception Drop In 
Centre, suggested to Elizabeth Duggan, Director of 
Youth Ministry for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, that the 
story of the Drop In could be an interesting topic for a 
Theology on Tap evening.

    Elizabeth wrote to us, “In particular it would be great if 
you spoke on your involvement in the Winnipeg 
community, especially the Soup Kitchen at Immaculate 
Conception, and why it is important for young adults to 
be involved in their 
community and reflect 
their call of faith”.

     By way of 
introduction, Theology 
on Tap is outreach to 
and collaboration with 
young adult Catholics 
in pursuit of spiritual 
growth. It is a method 
of invitation, based on a spirit of hospitality, which 
creates a space for people in their 20ʼs and 30ʼs to 
explore how faith in Christ can speak to their 
circumstances. The invitation was consistent with both 
our goal at the Drop In, “to grow a social justice 
relationship with young people” and our CLC Canada 
mission statement, “We will develop leadership in CLC 
Canada that will move communities to action with 
special attention to youth/young adults.”

                                                    

                                               Theology On Tap Evening- September 17, 2009
                                                                 Finding God in the Mess

    We developed the theme, Finding God in the 
Mess. Our introduction wove together stories 
from the Drop In, family life, community and 
work.The focus questions were; 
•Where are you in the mess?
•Where is God in the mess?
•How do you engage others in the mess?
     While it is a challenge to objectively 
evaluate presentation effectiveness, this 
experience did serve to solidify one aspect of 
our mission focus at the Drop In. Each week 

there are 15-20 young adult 
volunteers from all over the city and 
the neighborhood. They describe 
their experience of finding 
themselves and God in the mess 
each week at the Drop In as 
“awesome”.
     Marcʼs suggestion moved us 
across the “Ignatian Web” and 
helped us see “God in the Mess” 
more clearly through the eyes of 

young adults at the Drop In. As a response to 
their energy and hunger for concrete 
experience, spiritual directors at the Drop In 
with support from the Ignatian Spirituality 
project in Chicago are developing the Drop Inʼs 
first “Street Retreat -Street Signs for FInding 
God in the Mess”. The Street Retreat will build 
on the young adult discernment workshop in 
February 2010 facilitated by Len Altilia SJ. 
                                               Ruth and Steve Chipman

                    Prairie Region Events:
Advent Gathering: December 7, 2009
Retreat Day: February 20, 2010
CLC World Day of Prayer: March 20, 2010
John English Memorial: June 7, 2010

Prairie Region Representative: Sharon B.
National President: Ruth Chipman
Ecclesial Assistant: Fr. Charles Pottie-Pate, SJ
Editor and contact: Mariette Ternowski 
marietteternowski@mts.net
CLC Prairie Region: Winnipeg, Thunder Bay

Ruth and Steve Chipman of Koinonia Community

      William Reiser, SJ states that “the models of holiness 
that we need today are going to be provided for us by 
those men and women who steeped themselves in the 
intracacies and the messiness of modern life...those who 
in grass roots neighborhood organizations, school 
committees, lobbying efforts on behalf of justice and 
peace, volunteer programs and so forth....Juggling time 
and energy will require self- knowledge, prudence, and a 
faith community where belief is celebrated, nurtured and 
challenged. Such Christians know that they must make a 
living within a political and economic system which 
constanly needs correction, reform and renewal. They will 
feel torn and compromised sometimes, caught between 
concrete responsibilities to their families and local 
communities, and a vision of the social world premised on

justice and mercy. Above all, the central gospel 
virtues of compassion and love of enemies will 
need to be translated into a different idiom if we are 
going to catch their radical intent....when 
compassion is translated to mean recognizing 
family likenesses in the faces of those staring at us 
from remote corners of the globe, desperate, 
terrified, famished, then we are on the gospelʼs 
cutting edge. Then, too, we may be on the way to 
formulating a definition of holiness appropriate to 
our time and place.”
      Excerpts from “To Hear Godʼs Voice, Listen to  
the World”; by William Reiser, SJ Copyright © 1997; 
Paulist Press, Inc., New York/Mahwah, reprinted with 
permission of Paulist Press www.paulistpress.com
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Our Universal Call to Holiness
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