
 

 

The season of Easter and the Feast of Pentecost are just behind us and as we pre-

pare for our summer holidays we are now in Ordinary Time. Ordinary Time is in 

fact the ordered life of the Church—the period in which we live our lives neither 

in feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons) or in more severe penance (as 

in Advent and Lent), but in watchfulness and expectation of the Second Coming 

of Christ with Jesus fully alive and present to us. 

Summer is heating up with CLC-CVX World interventions in collaboration with 

Jesuits and the Ignatian family at the UN Conference for Sustainable Develop-

ment: RIO+20 in Brazil. Prayer materials were forwarded to your region for distri-

bution forming a prayer chain across the world in watch for marked signs of the 

Trinity among the nations gathered. “Environmental and ecological problems, 

and the many other issues preventing people from living a dignified life, are cru-

cial for the way in which they reflect the vulnerability of creation and humanity 

today, and for their inescapable importance for the future of the coming genera-

tions.”  http://ecojesuit.com. Be refreshed this summer noticing gifts of relation-

ships in family and in all creation. Will you listen with one another to what invi-

tations we are receiving from the God of life with regard to the environment?  

In CLC we strive to live our discerned way of life as disciples of Jesus following  

the General Principals and the Charism of CLC. In this issue of the UPDATE 
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 we are high-lighting the gift of 

membership in Christian 

Life Community as we 

look at  what CLC  mem-

bership means as shared 

from some of our mem-

bers across Canada. Our 

World Day of Prayer fo-

cus this year in Projects # 

150 asked the question; “How 

much have social, economic, politi-

cal or cultural realities influenced my un-

derstanding of the concept of membership 

as a person, as a Christian and as a member 

of CLC?” Through our ongoing formation 

and with like  minded CLC’ers of our local, 

Regional, National and WORLD CLC 

groups, we strive to continually discover 

the answers to  this question– open to go 

where He  takes us. Like Jesus, we are called 

to ‘not count the cost. In fact we are called 

to be prophetic leaders using our spiritual 

gifts. 
 

We want to thank you for your prayerful 

and co-responsible financial support of our 

General Council’s mandate to carry out the 

recommendations from our National Assem-

bly in 2009 and encourage you to continue to 

be engaged with your local community and 

your Regional activities. May you, your 

families and your CLC families be enriched 

with the graces of this summer season and 

continue to grow in fellowship in the world.  
 

United with you,  

Peter Chouinard and Mary Balfe, 

Co-Presidents, CLC Canada     
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This is the inspiring story of Blessed 

Kateri Tekakwitha, a holy young Indian 

woman who was converted to Christian-

ity by French missionaries during the 

1600s. Ostracized from the Iroquois who 

had adopted her, Kateri lived as a single 

woman with deep faith, offering her suf-

ferings and life to Christ. Affectionately 

known as "Lily of the Mohawks", she 

will be elevated to Sainthood on October 21, 2012. Canada’s 

fist Native Saint.  



 

 

 

The Jesuit Centre of Spirituality is very pleased 

to announce that Pam and Yves Daigle of Grand 

Bay-Westfield NB (near Saint John) will receive 

the 2012 Magis Award. This fourth Magis Award 

is the first one given to a couple. Their union ex-

tends beyond marriage and family to include a 

shared commitment to spirituality and minis-

try.For many years they have been faithful mem-

bers of the Christian Life Community (CLC) and 

they have been formed in the ways of Ignatian 

spirituality. Yves is currently the Regional Coor-

dinator of the Atlantic Canada region of CLC. 

Pam is very active in the Atlantic Association for 

the Spiritual Exercises Apostolate (AASEA), 

bringing her skills as a teacher and a facilitator to 

numberless meetings and formation programs. 

 

This year the Award cere-

mony will take place at 

Villa Madonna in Rothe-

say NB (near Saint John) 

on November 10. There 

will be a Mass in the late morning followed by  

a luncheon during which the award ceremony 

will take place. The Bishop of Saint John’s 

Diocese, the Most 

Rev. Robert Harris, and the Lieutnant-

Governor of New Brunswick, the Hon. Gray-

don Nicholas, who participated 

in the Jesuit Congress in 2011 will take part. 

More precise arrangements will be communi-

cated in early September. 

 

Please mark that date in your calendar if you 

wish to attend. If you wish to be placed on an 

early reservation list, please phone:  

902-429-7344 or email registrar@jesuitspirit.ca. 

This is a departure from the usual practice of 

having the celebration in Halifax. It underlines 

the vocation of the Jesuit Centre which, based 

in Halifax, extends to the three Maritime prov-

inces. 
 

Text courtesy: Jean-Marc Laporte, S.J. 

    MAGIS AWARD RECIPIENTS 2012  
     Halifax’s Centre of Spirituality to award Magis 2012 to active CLC couple 

 

Yves and Pam Daigle 
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Dear CLC friends,   

I am writing this on REJOICE 

(LAETARE) Sunday – 4th Sunday 

of Lent – midway in our Lenten 

journey to the Paschal Feast of the 

Resurrection.  There is much to 

rejoice about in CLC Canada. Even 

though I am farther west than when I 

began as National EA, I have been keep-

ing in touch through General Council 

and its Regional Reps with what is hap-

pening across the country.  The contin-

ued use of the Skype technology (even 

with its moments of challenge!) has 

been a blessing to keep us in communi-

cation with each other across the coun-

try. I am using it more now to continue 

to keep in touch with the Prairie Region, 

while I am here in the Rockies’ region, 

besides the General Council meetings. I 

am grateful for this technology because 

it helps to bridge the distances in our 

vast country by regular video calls or 

even just audio calls.  

 

As I mentioned in the last Update, I am 

the only Jesuit in all of Alberta! But I 

have been made to feel welcome by so 

many, especially those who know the 

Jesuits. It has been confirming of the 

decision to be sent here to work with 

Ignatian spirituality and Christian Life 

Community. I am residing at St. Mary’s 

Cathedral where I help out with week-

end ministry and during the week. This 

helps covers my costs of food and lodg-

ing.  I meet a lot of people here who tell 

me that it is good to have a Jesuit 

around!  

 

Here are some of my activities in the 

past months:  I have been asked to fa-

cilitate programs of adaptation of the 

Exercises for the 

parish;  I have 

given talks on 

Ignatian spiritu-

ality and prayer;  

I have given 

short retreats in 

this area;  I will 

be doing a 5 day 

directed retreat 

with an ecu-

menical team in 

May; I’m doing 

spiritual accompaniment  for some people;  

working with a group at the University of 

Calgary collaborating on science, medicine 

and spirituality;  I am working with the 

Rockies region groups in the Lethbridge 

area in preparation for their Regional As-

sembly next September;  we have begun a 

new group in CLC formation has begun in 

Canmore, near Banff.  They are all active 

people in the church and are getting into 

Manual 1 very well. It is a joy to be with 

them.  All in all I am quite happy in the 

way things are unfolding here in Calgary.   

 

Fr. Fratern Masawe, sj spoke of justice and 

peace in Africa and how the Church brings 

hope to the people of this great continent. 

 

The theme of this issue of Update is 

“membership in CLC”. It is a  

topic that came up at the last World As-

sembly in Fatima. I discovered there that 

there was not a uniform understanding of  

membership and commitment in CLC. We 

have, I think, been making much progress 

in both of these key elements of the CLC 

way of life across Canada in the past 5 

years.  This coming World Day of prayer is 

dedicated to reflection on this topic.  We  
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will have, no doubt, the occasion to 

deepen, with the help of Project 150, 

the meaning of membership and com 

mitment in CLC. I close with my  

sincerest wishes for a continued blessed Lenten journey, a graced-filled Triduum 

and the grace of abundant joy in the Christ’s resurrection. May His presence fill our 

hearts and world with greater hope and desire to build His kingdom of peace, jus-

tice, love and joy in the entire world.  
 

Your brother in Christ Jesus,  

Charles P, sj 

Ecclesiastical Assistant  
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Former Jesuit Superior of Africa-

Madagascar spoke at St. Mary’s  

Cathedral Calgary on January 26th. 

In the 1960s most of Africa was richer 

than Asia; beset by conflict, debt and 

corruption, today Africa has some of 

the poorest countries in the world!  

What went wrong?  

Where is the hope? 

Fr. Charles Pottie-Pate, sj, Jenny Cafiso, Director of Cana-

dian Jesuits International and Fr. Fratern Masawe, sj 
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What does being a member of CLC mean to me? 

JANICE LESAGE 
 

As one of the newest members of CLC, I’ve struggled to fit in with 

the Prairies regional mission statement that was developed before I 

joined the community.  I’m a mother of two, pharmacist by trade but 

currently on maternity leave for our second child.  As you might 

imagine, raising young children doesn’t allow for many traditional 

missionary opportunities and it is a bit of a stretch to see how I 

might be “challenging the root causes and effects of isolation and 

poverty.”  Determined to fit in and find how God might be calling 

me within this mission statement, I turned to prayer.  

 

One type of isolation that I could readily identify in my own life was the isolation of be-

ing a mother of young children.  My life is dictated by my children’s needs and sched-

ule.  Getting out of the house takes enormous time, energy and planning.  A couple of 

days shut in by bad weather can result in depression, frustration and moodiness, further 

resulting in stressors on our marriage and family life.  I often feel disconnected from my 

friends because I’ve had to scale back my social life to accommodate my children.  Some-

times I feel like a prisoner in my own home and suffocated by the love of my children. 

 

Luckily, I have a strong social support network and several volunteer babysitters who 

have allowed me to get out of the house once in a while.  I rationalized that this must be 

the way that God is calling me to live out the CLC mission.  I decided that I would make 

more of an effort to reach out to other mothers like me, to provide respite and compan-

ionship whenever possible.   

 

Unfortunately, my new missionary career, at least the way I had imagined it, did not 

come to pass.  My children had opposite nap schedules that kept me at home for most of 

the day.  I couldn’t even find a moment without a child at my side to make a phone call 

to a friend.  In humility, I came to realize that I was not being called to alleviate the iso-

lation of others; rather I was being called to experience isolation and neediness.  Like 

Peter, I had wanted to wash the feet of Jesus and could not understand why I would 

need to have my own feet washed by Him.  Now, during this time of conversion, I am 

doing the only thing I can do: uniting myself in prayer to others who suffer from isola-

tion, marginalization and poverty. 
 

Janice LeSage, Kenosis CLC, Winnipeg, Manitoba    
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What does being a member of CLC mean to me?  (con’t) 

RUTH CHIPMAN 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they  

had done and taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a  

deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” Mark 6.30-31 

 

This life-giving and intimate dynamic is at the heart of our CLC  

way of life.  Engaged in God’s recreative action we regularly  

gather in small groups and we are restored and refreshed. We are  

constantly learning, evaluating, discerning and like the apostles, risking and 

sometimes failing. 

 

We are love showing itself in thousands of actions, large and small, everyday, 

around the world. With Jesus and Mary as our models and loving companions 

we encourage each other to grow, to transform, to redeem and reclaim, as Marga-

ret Mead wrote “never doubting that a small group of thoughtful, committed citi-

zens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”  

 

Ruth Chipman, Koinonia CLC, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

ELAINE NIGHTINGALE 

Twenty five years ago I received a wonderful blessing when someone 

“shared” the CLC Charism with me. When I look back I realize it was far more 

than being “introduced” to CLC and the Spiritual Exercises. It was truly shar-

ing a very precious treasure with me. Not only would I get closer to Jesus on a 

personal level, but also through the communal Spiritual Exercises, the commu-

nity which would be formed would become more intimate with Jesus! I had 

been searching for community for many years. Very soon this CLC Way of Life 

became my way of life. At last I felt at home and never looked back. 

 

As John English says in his last article “Dialoguing with the Dance of Crea-

tion” “The love which is God has been made available to all willing to join the 

dance, willing to draw others into the dance, willing to make place for others in 

the dance.” Let’s each one of us in CLC share this treasure with others, carving 

out a place for them in this dance of Christian Life Community. 

 

Elaine Regan Nightingale, Companions CLC, Toronto, Ontario 

 (Con’t next page…) 
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DAPHNE STOCKMAN 
 

My life, over the many years in CLC has grown and can be imaged in Matt.13:44 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like this:  A  (woman)* happens to find a treasure  

hidden in a field and is so happy that he/she* goes and sells everything and  

goes back and buys that field”. 

 

The Kingdom of heaven is what we all are striving for, right here when the  

Lord comes to reign and in heaven. As a CLC member this is what I am called to live and 

work for with the King (Jesus Christ) (refer the Kingdom Meditation in the Sp. Exs.) 

 

The Treasure becomes for me the invitation of Christ to live and identify with him in liv-

ing and building His kingdom with others.  (Refer GP4) The field for me is the Church 

and its Mission which is none other than Christ’s Mission to bring about the Kingdom, 

the reign of God in the world.  

 

CLC then for me is the daily challenge to give up ‘everything’ for this Kingdom to come.  

It becomes the spade, the shovel to dig deeper into ‘who I really am’ in the eyes of God.  

It becomes the fertilizer, the spice, the energizer, the form, the balance (discernment) 

which enables me to live and work for the Kingdom together with members of my Com-

munity, locally and universally. 

 

CLC is also a choice I have made to live out my Calling as a baptized Christian within 

the larger community of the Church and the World. 

ALL FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD, 

 

Daphne Stockman, Rooted in Christ CLC, Mississauga, Ontario  

 JOHN SUMARAH 

 

                           In CLC we hear the phrase “contemplatives in action.” We hear also the phrase  

                           “discerning communities of apostolic service.” These phrases capture some of the  

                           reasons I am committed to the Ignatian Charism and the CLC way of life. As a fol 

                          lower of Jesus I need a discerning community to help me be the contemplative in  

                          action I am  called to be. I am encouraged and challenged to examine my life in the  

                          light of Jesus’ life and teachings, and to discern with others in CLC how best to fol 

                          low him. Through CLC I am deepening my understanding of what it means to be 

attentive, intentional and transformative.  

 
(Con’t next page…) 
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In CLC meetings I have learned much about listening deeply to another and to see myself in that 

other person and to see God. To be attentive means that I approach my interactions with purpose, 

with a desire to be open to the other and to welcome the other in some small way into my life. 

Others are a sign, a witness of God’s presence to me. I have found that to be attentive to 

another I need to clear my mind of distractions, emptying myself so that there is more 

room for God. CLC helps me become aware of my “interior now” and be at peace so that I 

can act with clarity and focus. Prayer and especially the daily awareness prayer are of such 

importance in the practice of being attentive. 

 

In CLC I have learned to sharpen my intention and clarity around my desire to engage in 

projects which cooperate with God’s intentions. CLC has taught me that to be intentional 

means that my will connects with God’s will, since my desire is to cooperate with God’s will 

for humanity. I pray for that grace each day, to be open to what comes my way, then to dis-

cern how best to respond. I have found much support in our CLC methods, including the 

Life, Death Resurrection Cycle, the Four Column method of discernment and the Discern, 

Send, Support and Evaluate tool.  

 

CLC has taught me that when I am attentive and intentional the way I think Jesus might be, then 

transformation takes place. God’s love does transform the moment. I need not talk about God’s 

love or necessarily do anything special. All is to be done in and for the love of God. Our peace and 

joy come from this realization. CLC is a project of God and I am grateful to be part of this way of 

life.  
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2012 Insertion trip to Haiti and Dominican Republic 
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Executive Summary: 
 

The 2012 group was led by Fr. JP Horrigan, SJ, Ecclesiastical Assistant Central Region and included Mary 

Balfe, CLC Canada Co-President, Victor Gagne, CVX Sudbury, and additional members of CLC Central, 

Jewel David, YA Formation Representative, Adrienne De Schutter, Coordinator of Communities and Julie 

Dwyer Young, CLC and Development and Peace .   

 

See UTUBE: CVX CLC HAITI AND DR for 10 min VIDEO COLLAGE of the trip 

 

Sunday  

 Flight delay –departure re-scheduled from Saturday to Sunday AM – disappointed to learn Myles 

would not be able to join us due to documentation challenges. 

 On arrival in Port Au Prince, gracious assistance from Fr. Kenel, sj who greeted us at the airport 

 and drove us to Jesuit house.  Warm welcome by Jesuits and Sr. Benedict (fellow Ca-

nadian). 

 

Monday                                                                                                                                                              

 Visited the headquarters in Haiti of Foi et Joie (part of Jesuit Fe Y Alegria initiative) 

and then the first(?) Foi et Joie school in Haiti in Balan (1.5 hr drive from Port Au 

Prince) plus community economic and environmental sustainability (re-forestation) 

(see videos) – Some of the school supplies purchased jointly by CVX-CLV (including 

pens, shoes, and baseball gloves) were given in donation to the school in Balan. F&J 

had submitted application to  Development and Peace with assistance by Julie 

Dwyer Young in 2011 

Action:  Julie to advise on appropriate next steps for CLC Central.  

 Met w Haiti CVX YA Group in Port Au Prince  YA group – approx. 25 of us, meeting 

very inspiring, joyful,  with much consolation, grateful for generous and warm hospitality by group 

guides Denis and Eleanor (originally from Cameroon, now working in Haiti) and inspired by the 

deep spirituality and hopes and dreams shared by YA CVX members for their country.  Jewel David 

identified as the CLC Central Contact for the Port Au Prince CVX.  YAs identified technology needs 

to enhance communications (e.g. computer w internet access and magic jack) Ecclesial Assistant Fr. 

Achange, SJ suggested two Canadian CVX-CLC’ers travel to Haiti to collaborate with their CVX re 

formation 

 Action: propose fund-raise for support and liaise with CVX Canada to better understand their col-

laboration with this group and how we might work together re: formation etc. 

 

Tuesday – day of travel to Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

Wednesday  

 Met with friends/partners/collaborators in La Cienaga – Duna (principal of Doña Mema School) and 

her family then onto visit with Fr. Raphael SJ new priest of San Ignacio Parish. Visit to Doña Mema 

school in La Cienaga, supported by Central Region– and part of larger Fe Y Alegria system.   In  

        
(Con’t next page…) 
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CLC Central Region  
2012 Insertion trip to Haiti and Dominican Republic 

 Sept. 2010, 40 children in school – now 104.Victor and Mary brought many school 

 supplies and shoes for the children (~ $160); Mary also brought baseball gloves, 

 Jewel candies, Adrienne a typewriter (as requested). Children sang for us and were 

 delighted with the gift of baseball gloves – true joy! 

 Action:  Lots to be done – need is great.  Five SJ priorities – key is education for Hai

 tians. We are making a difference – over 100 children now receiving education but 

 still many more need help. need to continue to emphasize and encourage fundraise

 ing to support these children’s’ schooling. 

 

Thursday  

 Travel to Bataye, Sugar Cane Plantation and meeting with Human Rights lawyer re

 garding UN activities and progress being made. 

 

Friday   

 Meeting with Fr. Mario Serrano, SJ Director of Centro Bono. Very inspiring visit resulted in great 

energy and commitment on both sides.  Fr. Mario gave a summary of their activities and recent  

4% campaign for education and other activities encouraging and mobilizing grass roots for struc-

tural change – talked about Centro Bono as a bridge connecting different groups to help the poor 

 Action:  Fr. JP Donated Mac computer that had been given to him – Jewel gave a tutorial to 

Centro Bono tech person on how to use it 

 Delightful supper meeting and gracious hospitality from Santo Domingo CVX    groups 

 

Saturday  

 Travel back to Canada via Punta Cana 

Consciousness raising and connecting the dots in Canada 

 

 Create video on the trip experience to share with others (Jewel and JP – done –   

            many thanks!) 

 Continue to explore ways to  encourage all CLCers to deepen relationship with partners in Haiti/

DR – beyond fundraising and Donations 

 English speaker from Centro Bono/ the Batey/ Jesus Pilgrim centre / Fronteriza office/ etc to visit 

Central Canada and speak to CLC at Assembly etc. 

 

Submitted by : 

Adrienne De Schutter 

Central Coordinator of Communities 
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 One person’s experience of the Haiti insertion trip… 
                                            “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord whose hope is the Lord”. Jeremiah 17:7 
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“I’m an unworthy Christian who 

wishes to  walk in God’s desire 

despite all the difficulties I 

regularly ask God to give me 

courage to withstand all  

the problems and repeat the words  

of Our Father: His will be done on 

earth as it is  

in heaven”.  

 

 DREAMS DO COME TRUE, don’t they! I have been hoping to go on a mission for al-

most 5 years now. I had been waiting for God’s call, then came the Central Region 

Haiti mission. It was a great opportunity to take part in the insertion trip going to 

Haiti, Port au Prince and Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo.  
 

I recall my memories when we met the Pre-CLC group in Haiti Port au Prince, when I 

came out of the vehicle which carried us to Denis and Eleonnorre’s house. I first saw 

the beautiful smile of Djems carrying his lovely daughter. I can still vividly recall his 

faith sharing to us, he said God saved me in despite of ourselves. Djems is married 

and has a beautiful daughter; she was born two days after the earthquake of January 

12, 2010, that caused more than 200,000 deaths in Haiti and left nearly a million people 

homeless. He and his wife waited for about a year to have a child and on their first 

wedding anniversary he received a beautiful gift, his wife is pregnant. 

They decided that his wife would give birth with her  family in Boston, because she 

had an ongoing process of residency. It was expected that the baby would arrive on 

January 11, 2010, which coincided exactly with the expiry date of his visa to enter the 

United  States. Then came December 20, 2010, he was invited to participate in CLC rec-

ollection. During the retreat he found it was very difficult to enter into prayer and 

meditation. As he opened the Bible he had a disturbing message, an apocalyptic style, 

asking him to trust God in all things, because I am his child and under his protection. 

The message wasn’t clear that day and very hard to understand. Five days before Janu-

ary 12, 2010, he decided to visit his wife and then the tragedy occurs. It was not until 

March, at the first CLC meeting resumed, that he was reminded of the messages and 

everything became clear. His office had collapsed and five of his colleagues were lost.  

Yet he said God continued to work in our everyday lives and even more when we sur-

rendered to Him. 

On another occasion I heard one more inspiring story, 

that I can connect with my commitment as a CLC mem-

ber, and it was a humbling experience listening to each 

and every young adult as they shared their dreams.  

This is the testimony of Peter Vincent Henry; he is a jun-

ior high student level III, of the State University of Haiti, 

studying Faculty of Humanities. There are 20 young 

adults in Pre-CLC in Port au prince and he is one of the 

members of the introductory prayer of St. Ignatius,  

U P D A T E   
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currently recognized as a Pre-CLC group since March 2009. Since his childhood years he 

desired to follow Jesus and Jesus has an important place in his  life. He said: “Finding a 

community of such Charism is a positive thing.” At his first meeting; he was fascinated by 

the presentation of their guide Mr. Denis Tchuente.  Among the exhortations of Denis he 

kept two quotes;  

 

First -“To be a member of CLC, you must agree to follow Jesus more closely and work with 

him in building his kingdom.” 

Second – “Help the church and society.” 

 

He loves the teachings of Denis and the Jesuit Priest who accompany them. They were 

taught the Ignatian Charism as a method of prayer that characterizes a true member of 

CLC. In addition they often learn the training criteria of how to form their group and how 

to choose the CLC way of life. Furthermore they were informed that CLC is a vocation in 

the church and a call that requires a lifetime  

commitment. They were taught also to develop their personal, family and social life in re-

sponse to God’s call. Henceforth, through these various teachings, he tried to be like the 

person of Jesus Christ, to be able to deepen his faith and strive to listen to God’s call and to  

collaborate in His mission on earth. And he said; "I’m an unworthy Christian who  wishes 

to  walk in God’s desire despite all the difficulties. I regularly ask God to give me courage 

to  withstand all the problems and repeat the words  of Our Father: His will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven”.  

 

This reminds me of  a paragraph I read in our World Progressio news-letter. Our particu-

lar lifestyle is built on our Ignatian Spirituality, which is a particular way of 

being in the world, of looking at life, and of being with others. The 

insertion trip in Haiti –Port au Prince was  such a won-

derful and emotional experience, through these 

memorable stories I’ve seen a lot of hope and a 

brighter future ahead. I consistently offer prayers and 

thanksgiving  to the people in Haiti and I will leave 

you with this message from Progressio supplement #67  

“There are lives, stories, deep wounds, but also over-

whelming hopes that turn to us with names, and in looks 

that give meaning to our identity, vocation and mission.”   
    

   Jewel David, Fishers CLC—Toronto  
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     One person’s experience of the Haiti insertion trip... 

“To be a 

member of 

CLC, you 

must agree 

to follow 

Jesus more 

closely 

and work 

with him 

in building 

His 

Kingdom” 



 

 

On January 30, 2012, I was blessed to represent 

CLC at the 2nd annual One Body in Christ –a 

roundtable of Catholic movements and organiza-

tions on ministry for university and college stu-

dents.  The event was hosted by the Canadian 

Catholic Campus Ministry (CCCM) and Cana-

dian Catholic Students Association (CCSA) at 

the Toronto School of Theology.  

 

The Roundtable presented a valuable opportu-

nity for CLC to come together with over a dozen 

Catholic organizations and associations which 

have a ministry to Catholic students and young 

adults. These groups included the Canadian 

Catholic Organization for Development and 

Peace, Knights of Columbus, Catholic Women’s 

League, the CCSA, L’Arche and Folkalare, to 

name but a few.   

 

As I gathered with these groups, I was struck by 

the richness and diversity of the Holy Spirit in 

the Church.  The image which came to my mind 

was that of a prism in the light radiating out a 

myriad of colours to the world. 

 

As I listened, I realized that there are many 

groups which CLC can consult and partner with 

in specific areas.  For example, the Development 

and Peace representatives responded eagerly to 

CLC’s apostolic mission to Haiti and elaborated 

in turn about their own projects in the country.  

Also, when I mentioned about CLC/CVX Canada 

supporting a pre-CLC group in Haiti, other 

groups spoke in turn about their efforts to form 

communities on campuses in developing coun-

tries. It would be fruitful to exchange experi-

ences and practices further. 

 

The CCCM has developed a “comprehensive 

campus ministry model”(see http://

www.cccm.ca/Stage/files/CCCM%20POSTER%

20crop.pdf). This model 

places Christ at the centre 

and identifies 12 elements 

that are pathways to Christ 

and ways that manifest 

God’s love in the world:  

faith community and hospitality, pastoral care, 

justice and service, prayer and sacraments, re-

treats and lectures, evangelization, catechesis, 

leadership development, campus presence, 

community involvement, ecumenical and multi 

faith involvement and fostering a culture of vo-

cations.  I shared the many gifts and strengths 

of CLC and particularly emphasized discern-

ment and decision-making, since these ele-

ments are not explicitly represented in the 

model and yet are so critical for young people. 

 

Our keynote speaker was Fr. Mike Fones, OP, 

Adjunct Professor at the Dominican School of 

Philosophy and Theology in Berkeley, Califor-

nia and a veteran in student campus ministry.   

Fr. Fones gave a thought-provoking talk about 

the characteristics of “Generation Y” and how 

understanding these traits can help us to more 

effectively approach young people and engage 

them in their faith.   

 

I also came to better understand what a valu-

able resource and support the CCCM can be to 

CLC as we look to offer ourselves to more stu-

dents across the country.  The CCCM is a na-

tional network of professional Catholic campus 

ministers.   The CCCM exists “to bring the Gos-

pel of Christ to the academic world” and is sup-

ported by the Canadian Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.  The CCCM works closely both with 

established Catholic campus ministries and 

emerging Catholic communities across the 

country.   In addition to its contacts, the CCCM 

offers valuable resource materials and training 
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By Leanne Salel, Newman Centre CLC, Toronto, Ontario 
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in the area of campus ministry. 

 

Unfortunately, my work commitments pre-

vented me from being able to attend the sec-

ond day of the event.   However, I came 

away feeling re-affirmed in CLC’s unique 

and valuable place in this spectrum of gifts 

the Church offers to young people.  As com-

munities, we are not in competition but 

rather complement and support one another 

in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit calls 

people in many different but equally 

valid ways.  There are many young adults 

out there for whom CLC is their spiritual 

“fit”.  As CLC’ers, we want to be able to 

reach these young people and share with 

them the treasure of Ignatian spirituality 

which we have benefitted from so much.   

As St. Ignatius says, let us  

Catholic Bishops named the first National 

Chaplain in 1948. 

 

“go  

and  

set  

the 

world 

on  

fire!” 

   U P D A T E   

There is wisdom here... 

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people. 

He said, "My son, the battle is between 2 "wolves" inside us all. 
 

One is evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, 

inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. 

The other is good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, 

generosity, truth, compassion and faith." 

 
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather: "Which wolf wins?" 
The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed." 
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Holy  

Gratitude  

for  

Elder  Wisdom 

A Circle of Elders 

for   

CLC  Canada 

Formed in the 

company of the 

Trinity 

 

 

 

A Circle of Elders for CLC Canada: Formed in the company of the Trinity 

 

The vision to have Elders recognized within Canada is documented as early as 

1991 in the minutes of the General Council, with the suggestion that those rec-

ognized be listed in the UPDATE Newsletter. WELL HERE WE ARE! 

The General Council of 2012 is pleased to announce to you the members of 

CLC Canada, the present Circle of Elders discerned communally, inspired by 

the Ignatian way of proceeding and graced with the generous hand of God at 

work among us. 

 

Elders discern their respective call to be ‘honorary’ Elders at Large or ‘active’ 

in terms of their availability of ‘presence’ for discernment when called upon 

by General Council and an Elder will actively serve on General Council.  We 

are grateful to Gilles Michaud, our interim Elder, who has been serving GC 

since the fall 2011 at our national face to face Council meeting.   

 

To our identified Elders we want to say a special thank you to each of you for 

your ongoing commitment to follow Christ in the CLC way of life. 

 

On behalf of CLC Canada General Council, 

Peter and Mary,  Co-Presidents 

An Easter Alleluia! 

   U P D A T E   

Pam Daigle   Ruth Chipman Julia Donahoe- 

   McDougald 

Leah and Gilles Michaud 

Jean Floyd  

Fran Morrison 

(Con’t next page…) 
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  Beth and Graydon Nicholas Elaine Nightingale Barbara and Peter Peloso 
 

Phyllis Porter Ralph and Sue Rambow Alice Reid Susan Rodgers 

Daphne Stockman 
  John and Colleen Sumarah Susan Tomenson 

Art Walters  

 Roberta Woodward  
   Lois and Kuruvila Zachariah 

An Easter Alleluia! 
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On Saturday, March 24, 2012, CLC history was made as seven New 

Brunswick CLC communities met in two venues to formally celebrate 

for the first time, World CLC Day of Prayer, in solidarity with CLC 

communities around the globe.  The Day of Prayer, a practice begun 

in the early 1990’s on the encouragement and inspiration of the late 

Fr. John English, then National Director of CLC Canada, is celebrated 

annually on March 25, the feast of the Annunciation.   
 

To mark this day, members of five NB CLC groups gathered at Old 

Government House in Fredericton while the other four NB CLC 

groups met at Villa Madonna in Renforth, NB.  Old Government 

House is home to Lt. Gov. Graydon Nicholas and Her Honour Beth 

Nicholas – both members of River of Life Community.  The five com-

munities represented by twenty-two members were:  Our Lady’s Cir-

cle, Nackawic,  Living Water, Fredericton; Fredericton New Group; 

River of Life, New Brunswick, and one member from the Kingston 

New Group. The other members of the Kingston New Group attended 

the Villa Madonna Gathering along with members of Fisher’s of Peo-

ple, Grand Bay N.B., Potter’s Clay, Earthen Vessel and Nativity CLC 

all of Saint John. Seventeen CLC members were at the Villa Madonna 

location.   
 

The theme of the day was The Meaning of Genuine CLC Membership.  

The grace prayed for was: “Lord we ask for the grace of a deep and 

genuine understanding of what it means to be a full and active mem-

ber of the World Christian Life Community.”   
 

Specific prayer material with Scripture and 

CLC General Principles was provided by 

CLC World Secretariat in Projects 150, which 

helped us understand how our membership  

is a daily living membership standing on the 

three pillars of our charism – Spiritual, 

Communal, and Apostolic Mission. 

Fredericton  & Renforth, New Brunswick, Canada.  

(Con’t next page…) 
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The world CLC ExCo’s Projects 150 formed the 

basis for this year’s Day of Prayer gathering of 

the Island CLC groups. The day-long gathering 

at the Spirituality Centre in Summerside was a 

time of reconnecting with friends along with 

an opportunity to pray and share together. 

 

Although Projects 150 was an invitation to ex-

plore the question of membership and commit-

ment in CLC, our starting point was exploring 

what it means to be a member of the Earth 

Family, a member of the Church Family and, 

finally, a member of the CLC Family. Our 

process began with a beautifully com-

posed prayer that reminded us that by 

sharing with each other we break the si-

lence and hear the sacred secrets and 

mysteries each one holds.  

 
Membership in the Earth Family 

The first input was given by Ann McRae-

McIsaac speaking about how she came to 

understand, early in life, that creation is 

the Creator’s gift to us as home and con-

text. In her career as a professional basket 

weaver, Ann shared how attentive she is 

to how and where materials needed for her 

craft are gathered in the woods, countryside or 

the shore. For instance, the white ash logs are 

found by searching through harvester’s wood-

piles, sweet-grass is carefully picked in a thin-

ning process from a series of rotating sites that 

ensures continued and vigorous growth, wild 

Cherry Tree bark is taken from fallen or soon 

to be harvested trees while cedar bark is har-

vested at the wood mills before the logs are 

processed. Her philosophy, and that of her bas-

ket-weaving companions, is that, “the nature of 
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A great deal of gratitude for today.  It is impor-

tant to reflect on today and the excellent ques-

tions.  Having the different groups was good as 

this helped to put a face to a name.  It was so nice 

to see people back again.  This whole experience 

gave me sense that we are not alone, we are part 

of a bigger group – not only regionally but na-

tionally and internationally.  And, we are all do-

ing work of God together. 

World CLC Day of prayer was celebrated 

throughout Canada with a “Wave of Prayer” from 

coast to coast as we committed ourselves to a spe-

cific hour of prayer continually from 4 AM until 

Midnight on the 25th.  Many other communities 

gathered – some as single CLC groups, others in 

clusters and all in solidarity with our members 

throughout the world. We give gratitude and 

praise to our God not only for the gift of CLC in 

our lives but also for the support and encourage-

ment of our members throughout the world.  
 

New Brunswick, 

Christian Life Communities, Canada 

New Brunswick (con’t) 

(Con’t next page…) 



 

 

the Divine is to invite life, to create more life” 

so that “the least disruption of the natural 

ecosystem ensures sustaining the source for 

generations yet unborn”. 

 

Silent reflection was with the Principle and 

Foundation from the New Spiritual Exercises 

resulted in a rich period of sharing answering 

the question: What is God’s desire for me as a 

member of this planet?  

 

RESPONSE 

All were united in recognizing that all is gift 

initiated and supported by God and all crea-

tion is interdependent. We are called to be 

one with the earth and to respect the energy 

and purpose of all things. A call forward in-

cluded seeking opportunities for continuing 

our education of the ecology so as to be in-

creasingly more sensitive and conscious of the 

sacredness of creation. Protection of water, 

sharing our information with others, recy-

cling, joining watershed groups, letter writ-

ing, and gardening were a few of the commit-

ments made in response to being an “Earth 

Family” member. 

 

Membership in the Church Family 

 

In the second input of the day, Leah Michaud 

presented a brief glimpse into the past life of 

the unfolding Church based on the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus.  The early followers 

of Jesus organized themselves in a manner to 

remember and to continue to live according to 

the counter-cultural guidelines (the Good 

News) set out by Jesus. Since then, this church 

has experienced a building up and a tearing 

down over and over again.  At the time of Ig-

natius, the church as an organization was cor-

rupt and dysfunctional.   

 

Here it is interesting to note, that when it be-

came apparent that Ignatius and his followers 

were not be destined to go to the Holy Land - 

they were determined to consecrate them-

selves to Jesus concretely by serving the Pope.  

The first phrase in the SJ Constitution reflects 

this foundational position of the new Society 

of Jesus Order: To serve solely His Divine 

Majesty and His spouse the Holy Church under 

the Roman Pontiff. In spite of the well known 

indiscretions of Pope Paul III, serving the Ro-

man Pontiff is the essential point of Ignatius’ 

programme of life: The Superior ought to be 

obeyed not because he may be a good man or is 

well qualified but because he is in the place of 

God and receives his authority from Him nor 

on the other hand should he be less obeyed just 

because he is less prudent or is lacking in good-

ness. In obeying the Pope one obeys Christ 

whom the Pope represents. 

 

Following in the footsteps of Jesus and Igna-

tius, it is out of love for the Church, that em-

bodies the life death and resurrection of Je-

sus, and love for the people who form it that 

we, CLC members, are impelled to work and 

serve regardless of the cost.  

 

Participants spent some time in silent prayer 

and reflection using General Principle #6 and 

the question: What is God’s desire for me as a 

member of this Church? 

 

RESPONSE 

It was soon evident that members expressed 

tensions in how they viewed the current insti-

tutional church that is marked by sexual ex-

ploitation, a renewed emphasis on laws, a 

rolling back of the fruit of Vatican II. Al-

though it was acknowledged that the Church 

has a sinful history, remaining faithful and 

connected to Jesus through prayer was 

deemed essential. Consolation was expressed 

in our continued endeavours to 
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listen to what God is calling us to in and out of 

Church, discerning our response, doing the 

best according to the times.  

 

Membership in the CLC Family 

 

The final input of the day was given by Gilles 

Michaud speaking about membership in CLC 

focusing particularly on GP #7 and GP #8c. He 

outlined how membership in a freely chosen 

local community can be a concrete experience 

of unity of love and action for the world. 

 

In GP 7 the opening phrase, “Our gift of self 

…” refers immediately back to the last line of 

GP #6, that speaks of “…a readiness to go and 

serve where the needs of the Church so demand”. 

Gilles reminded us that GP #7 not only draws 

attention to a “common commitment” to the 

world community (lived out at the national/

local levels) but it taps into CLC’s historical 

roots in the Marian Congregation that invites 

us to reclaim this aspect of our tradition.  

 

Apostolic activities are fundamental to the CLC 

way of life and we were encouraged to take 

time to celebrate our apostolic activities creat-

ing rituals that honour and highlight our diver-

sity within our common apostolic action. Mem-

bership in CLC is a calling to be bread broken 

for the world in an ever-deepening union with 

the “Cosmic Christ” who is the source of our 

unity with all of Creation. 

 

Once again participants spent some time in si-

lent prayer and reflection using Projects #150 

as resource material and pondering the ques-

tion: What is God’s desire for me as a member of 

CLC? 

 

RESPONSE 

There was a recalling that the 3rd Rite of Recon-

ciliation drew all the broken people of God 

together and these same people gathered at the 

Eucharistic table. As members of CLC, we are 

called to be Eucharist and respond to the needs 

around us, particularly, we are to be persistent 

in working for justice in the world particularly 

on behalf of the poor, the alienated, the suffer-

ing. 

 

Awareness 

 

There was a sense of a broadening of our un-

derstanding of the poverty experienced by the 

earth, Church and CLC. In being called to be 

Eucharist, we need to slow down and pay at-

tention to, and be with, the changing times. 

This means that our field of mission continues 

to be in the area of the preferential option for 

the poor with a greater openness to walking 

with all the poor and vulnerable (earth, church, 

each other as members of CLC).  

 

Leah Michaud on behalf of the PEI CLC  

Companions on the Way and Ixthus  
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Prairie Region celebrated the CLC World Day of Prayer 

in Winnipeg, MB at St Ignatius Parish on 26 March 

2012.  The evening opened with a Lenten supper with a 

focus on Uganda, and then transitioned into a prayer 

meeting on the theme of World CLC Day.  The evening 

was attended by members across many of the Winnipeg 

communities.  The group that gathered shared the fol-

lowing reflections based on the guiding questions from 

Projects No. 150 (Nov 2011) – World CLC Day 2012: The 

meaning of CLC membership. 

 

How much have social, economic, political or cultural 

realties influenced my understanding of membership 

as a person, as a Christian and as a member of CLC? 

 

Unlike economic status or other conditions or character-

istics that bring people into a particular community, 

CLC draws together as a group people with similar so-

cial views based on Christian faith, such as social jus-

tice.  CLC membership means we challenge and stand 

against some societal norms, speaking up against 

stereotypes.  In community we can receive as much as 

give. 

 

The call to membership is personal and there is a sense 

of constant inviting.  We have freedom to choose mem-

bership, and make an active choice to join and to con-

tribute.  A sense of belonging is felt and also a desire 

not to take CLC for granted (since others do not have 

CLC available).  CLC community extends through his-

tory and across time. 

 

CLC membership supports focus on Christ vs struggle 

in our lives.  We desire to dispose ourselves to the love 

of Christ. In membership, we feel as a group the impor-

tance of timing. 

Three questions from Keys for understanding member-

ship in CLC within our faith: Through CLC member-

ship we are accepted as we are, in our community and 

by God, leading to self-acceptance and then extending 

the love of acceptance to others.  CLC provides a sense 

of being in the Body of Christ and the sense of being 

content in being in the Body of Christ vs doing. 

 

Participating in CLC facilitates being surprised by God.  

We learn to expect great things.  We experience God’s 

abundance grace and learn to be attentive to God’s 

grace.  “God will give us a grace to fulfill our vocation”. 

 

CLC membership keeps us aware that we live in a world 

with spiritual poverty and dire consequences.  Prayer 

and service encouraged by CLC manifests God’s love in 

the world.  The grace of vulnerability integrates loving 

action.  CLC community encourages unity in mission 

and promotes solidarity for benefit inside and outside 

of CLC. 

 

Membership in CLC, in the Canadian context, brings us 

in solidarity with the life, illness & death of Fr John 

English, SJ, pioneer of CLC in Canada. 

 

What are the next steps in CLC membership? 

 

Constantly we will listen for invitation, but also con-

stantly invite.  We resolve to share the graces of CLC 

with another person.  We commit to fuller participation 

in our own community and beyond.  We continue along 

the road down which CLC is helping lead us, to keep 

moving forward in prayer, in community, on mission. 

 

We desire to continually have gratitude for God’s love, 

to live and spread that love.  We strive to continually 

appreciate the privilege of CLC and the active grace of 

committed membership.  We hope for unfolding hearts. 

 

We plan for discernment of God’s call to us, our commu-

nity and region.  Strengthened by community, we will 

reach out, applying our gifts to the world. 
 

Marek Gjada – Kenosis 
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pray with me now, asking Him to grant me what I 

ask in this Novena, if it be according to His holy 

will. Amen. 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 

(Patron of the Martyrs and of Canada) 

Dear Saint Joseph, chosen by God to be the hus-

band of Mary and protector of Jesus, the martyrs 

saw in you a model of quiet courage and charity, 

and chose you as their patron. Pray with me now, 

and ask Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, to grant me 

what I ask in this Novena, if it be according to His 

holy will.  Amen. 

 

NOVENA PRAYER 

Father, you consecrated the first beginnings of the 

faith in North America by the preaching and 

martyrdom of Saints Jean de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues 

and their companions. By the help of their prayers 

may the Christian faith continue to grow through-

out the world. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

PRAYER TO THE MARTYRS 

Holy Martyrs and patrons, watch over this land 

consecrated by the shedding of your blood. By 

your prayer, renew the Catholic faith that you helped 

to establish here, foster a deeper unity among Chris-

tians, and bring all our fellow citizens to a deeper 

knowledge and love of the truth. May we be zealous 

in bearing witness to Christ, so that we may continue 

and perfect your labours. Pray with us for our homes, 

PRAYER OF PETITION 

O God, who inflamed the hearts of your blessed Mar-

tyrs with an admirable zeal for the 

salvation of souls, hear my prayer through their inter-

cession, so that your gifts of love in my 

life may proclaim your glory to all and bear witness to 

the Good News of your Son. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Jean de Brébeuf, pray for us  

St. Charles Garnier, pray for us 

St. Isaac Jogues, pray for us  

St. Noël Chabanel, pray for us 

St. Gabriel Lalemant, pray for us  

St. René Goupil, pray for us 

St. Antoine Daniel, pray for us  

St. Jean de LaLande, pray for us 

St. Joseph, patron of the Martyrs, pray for us 

Holy Mary, Queen of Martyrs, pray for us 

 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY 

Glorious Queen of Martyrs, the early missionaries 

of this country were devoted to you, and through 

your help they received many graces. I know that 

your Divine Son lovingly remembers all they did 

for His greater service and praise: that they 

preached the gospel and made His holy name 

known to thousands who had never heard of Him, 

and then for love of Him, had their apostolic la-

bours crowned by shedding their blood. Exercise 

your motherly influence as you did at Cana, and 
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On the first week of December, 2011....my hus-

band and I visited Rome. We were very blessed 

in all that we saw and did with additional spe-

cial connection to CLC. Before we left Canada 

we received directions to and we located and 

visited the Rome office of World CLC ...where 

we were warmly welcomed.....by the secretary 

from Vietnam,  Franklin Ibañez, who now is 

married and resides in Rome......The gentleman 

from Peru and FR. Were at a meeting at the 

Vatican so we waited, and when they arrived 

we had a great visit (sorry, but have forgotten 

their names)....They offered to take us to the 

site of the proposed  apartment purchase, but 

our schedule did not permit this, but the con-

versation and experiencing the cost of loving, 

certainly made it clear the purchase would be a 

wise decision.....I showed them where New 

Brunswick was on their world map where com-

munities are marked...unfortunately they had 

no communities marked for our dear NB so I 

was able to inform them of our activity here, 

and they assured me it would be filled in....I 

left a photo of "Potters Clay “for them, and my 

husband took a photo of me with them and 

somehow will send it to you... 

On our way back to our hotel God had another 

surprise, when I looked at a street sign, and 

what did it say but Ignatio!!!  I was 

sooooooooooo excited and knew there had to 

be a church and sure enough we found it eas-

ily, and prayed and lit a candle for CLC’ers 

here......Of course a magnificent church with 

paintings of Ignatius everywhere. 

 

Again another surprise when we were looking 

for an English mass and found it... (Xavier Ora-

tory) on the same Ignatio street (go fig-

ure)...where we were invited to stay for a most 

wonderful hour long concert of musicians 

singing and playing a composition of Genesis 

where Michael was banned from 

Heaven.....marvelous, marvelous....and then 

Sunday morning we attended Mass which was 

like our gatherings at the Villa where we were 

taking the program......all of us sitting on chairs 

and benches facing each other on holy 

ground....there were announcements which in-

cluded CLC outreach programs in Africa and 

we met several Canadians who were stationed 

in Rome, or visiting like us and a Jesuit priest 

who had just finished working in Pakistan for 

30 years. 

 

We attended the Papal audience with about 

3000 others and were delighted to witness 

groups of adults and children alike, who were 

singing and playing instruments and applaud-

ing our Holy Father.....His message for the day 

was repeated in many languages, and the ex-

citement in the area was electric. 

 

The ‘zillion’ other churches 

we visited were testimony 

of love painted, carved or 

expressed in other art forms 

to Glory of God.....we vis-

…that World CLC experience lived! 
A Member of Potter’s Clay CLC, New Brunswick visits  

                World CLC Office in Rome, Italy! 

Left to right: Van Nguyen, CLC Office Secretary, Louise Barton, Potter’s 

Clay CLC, Canada, Fr. Luke Rodriques, sj, World Ecclesiastical Vice 

Assistant, Franklin Ibañez, Executive Secretary, World CLC 
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it is with CLC. To get on with building the 

world of peace and justice, called for in scrip-

ture, a strategy to remove stumbling blocks 

or hindrances may well be the 

first task. For CLC, financial 

stability is a means to an end 

(but never an end in itself). 

How can CLC’s focus be  

concentrated on mission if at-

tention is continually diverted to 

maintenance issues? 
 

To speak of developing a cookbook may seem 

like small potatoes (some of us on PEI find 

small potatoes, like small lobsters, the most de-

licious morsels!)…but it is only one small effort 

that, together with all the other present and fu-

ture efforts, will have a much bigger and wider 

positive effecting in developing as a cohesive 

world body. 
 

The germ of an idea, like a seed, needed water-

ing. During a visit to Canada in 2010, Daniela 

Frank, CLC President, encouraged 

ited the catacombs 

and that visit was too short for 

me as would have lingered 

there longer, however we were 

obliged to keep up with the 

guide in the underground.  

 

Another testimony to human-

kinds’ yearning to connect 

with God was a visit to Pom-

peii where the altar to "the un-

known God “moved me in re-

calling this part we have read 

often in scripture. It is indeed a 

marvelous city....walking on 

the history of our church be-

ginnings. God blessed us each day.  (Louise Barton, Potter’s Clay CLC, Saint John, New Brunswick) 
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  Leah Michaud,  Ixthus CLC, PEI 

 

The idea of developing an International Cook-

book for the next world General Assembly has its 

beginnings in the days after the GA in Fatima in 

2008. The “old” ExCo members plus friends took 

a few post-assembly days to wind down, to do 

some sightseeing in Portugal and to say “adieu” 

to those from other continents. Even during these 

leisure days basking in the beauty of Portuguese 

vistas and warm hospitality, the Assembly Rec-

ommendations were never far from our con-

sciousness including the ever worrisome finan-

cial needs of the world community. In the course 

of our conversations, a casual remark was made, a 

tiny seed was planted, and the roots of an idea 

began to grow. 
 

It is right and natural to dream of doing the great 

and wonderful things…eliminating world hun-

ger, restoring the natural ecological balance, stop-

ping global warming and putting an end to vio-

lence. But great changes begin with first steps. So 

What’s Cooking in CLC 

(Con’t next page…) 



 

 
U P D A T E   
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Inge Hopfl (a mutual CLC Germany friend) and 

me to take up the cause and make the attempt to 

see what “fruit” could be realized. As the project 

unfolded, we envisioned that the development of 

an international cookbook would serve four main 

purposes: 

1. an added opportunity to build closer links as 

a world community 

2. an added way to celebrate the 450th anniver-

sary of our unity and diversity as CLC (2013) 

3. a means to produce extra funds for World 

CLC needs (for sale at the 2013 world GA) 

4. a resource to be used to generate income at 

the regional or local levels (a CD version 

could be used for duplication and sale at the 

national/regional or local  

 levels).  

 

With a “zero dollar” budget, but with the sup-

port of ExCo and the help and advice of Frank-

lin and Sofia (Executive Secretary couple) and 

the resources of the Secretariat: 

 more than 60 letters of invitation in English, 

French and Spanish were sent to member na-

tional leadership groups inviting them to 

send a maximum of 5 recipes, a Grace, a state-

ment about their common mission and a na-

tional symbol or flag.  

 volunteers have been solicited to help with 

translation and to develop the cover of the 

proposed cookbook.  

 a call is being circulated seeking further vol-

unteer help from members particularly those 

who may have formatting, graphic design 

and publishing know-how. ( please contact  

 leagil@pei.sympatico.ca)   

 

Responses are trickling in – a very normal reac-

tion time from CLC nationals – but a “reminder” 

has already been sent to non-responders. Hap-

pily, North America (CVX Canada, CLC Canada, 

CLC USA) were very prompt in their participa-

tion. Interestingly, CLC Syria, in spite of the tur-

bulence of civil war, was among the first nation-

als, overall, to respond. 

 

It remains to be seen how many nationals will 

take time to participate, how difficult it will be to 

translate an idea into reality, or what the finan-

cial gain will be realized. Of great value is al-

ready becoming apparent from the email corre-

spondence of the leadership in developing na-

tionals; they see this project as a welcome means 

to experience belonging to one world commu-

nity. The value of membership!  

Our condolences… 

 
 We extend our sincere condolences and prayers to Joanne 

 Mawhinney, her family and her CLC group on the passing  of her 

dear husband  Lockie Mawhinney. Lockie and Joanne  are members 

of EMMAUS CLC  In Comox, B.C.   Lockie passed to Eternal  Life 

on Monday afternoon,  Feb. 20, surrounded by his loving wife  and 

children. May he know the fullness of God’s love. Joanne – CLC’ers  

 from coast to coast join with you in your time of need. 

mailto:leagil@pei.sympatico.ca


 

 

 
CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY - CLC CANADA 

 

CLC communities are committed to a principle of Financial Co-responsibility for our individual communities, our regional communities 
and our national community.  Your community is asked to contribute to the following responsibilities that serve our collective community: 
 

When discerning how you can support CLC Canada, please remember that some within CLC groups will be 

unable to contribute the entire donation.  The discernment at the National Assembly in 2009 was to ask 

each member to consider a minimum donation of $70( $15 for World CLC, $20 or 30% for your region,  

Please update CLC membership list and provide a tax receipt for the following donation: 
 

CLC Community: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member Name: ________________________________________  Address: _________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________________ Province ______________________ Postal Code __________________ 

Phone # _______________________________________ email: _____________________________________________________________ 

Please send donation form and cheque to: 
CLC Canada c/o CHARITY acCOUNTS!, 200 North Service Rd. W., Unit 1- Ste 353, Oakville, ON   L6M 2Y1 
For donation follow-up or questions, please contact Karen Dysart-Chuba, CLC Treasurer by email: charityaccounts@sympatico.ca 
 

 
 

CLC Canada General Council thanks you for your financial and prayerful support.  
CLC Canada is a registered Canadian Charity # 14095 8943 RR0001 

My commitment to CLC World Initiatives: Amount   

Home in Rome Fund – A request from World CLC to support the purchase of accommodations in Rome 

for President of World CVX-CLC 
    

World Initiatives Funds: initiated March 2011     

    Africa Fund: It supports the international meetings and regional activities in Africa     

    Apostolic Fund: Supports institutional works or ministries of CLC in our neediest communities     

   Formation Fund: This funds formation activities. For example, it has helped Magis course in Latin  

America and two leadership courses in Africa in 2009. 
    

   Advocacy Fund: The fund supports advocacy activities especially in international organizations (such as 

the United Nations or the World Social Forum). 
    

My discerned  Commitment to CLC World Initiatives     (c)     

My commitment to CLC Canada: Amount     Total 

CLC – National Expenses including CLC World membership $   

CLC – Regional Expenses     

Your requested donation of $70 covers these commitments    (a)     

My commitment to CLC Solidarity: Amount   

World Assembly Solidarity Fund – A fund administered by the World Secretariat to help delegates in 

need of financial assistance to participate in World Assembly. 
    

Canadian World Delegate Solidarity Fund – An internal fund established to pay the travel costs of 

Canadian delegates to participate in World Assembly. 
    

National Solidarity Fund – A fund established to provide assistance to communities in CLC Canada who 

otherwise would not be able to send a delegate to the National Assembly.  All communities benefit from full 
participation at National Assembly 

  
  

  

John English Founder’s Fund – A fund established to give financial assistance to proposals which 

would help the growth of CLC Canada. 
    

My discerned  Solidarity Commitment      (b)     

Total Donation     (a)  +  (b)  +  (c) $ 
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                                                                                    GENERAL COUNCILGENERAL COUNCILGENERAL COUNCIL   

Monthly – ExCo Skype meetings 

Working Groups underway… 

Constitution Working Group 

Communication Working Group – Website renewal/Newsletter 

Manual 1 Revision Working Group 

Elders Working Group 

Financial Working Group 

Anticipated visit with Fr. Peter Bisson, sj 

Jesuit English Province Retreat – Loyola Guelph – July 22-30 

St. Ignatius Feast day – July 31st 

September 28-30, 2012 – Annual face to face meeting – Guelph, Ontario 

Two communities, “The Lord’s Mosaic” and “The Threads of Love’ will  

participate in pastoral ministry by hosting 10 weeks of Fr. Baron’s  

“Catholicism “ from early April through June. 

St. Ignatius Feast Day Celebration 

Regional Assembly, September 

On-going discernment re next Rep. 

Prairie Region Newsletter 

Discerning our next Regional Representative elect 

Regional Assembly is in planning stages  

Nominations will be invited for Coordinator of Communities to begin a 

 mentoring year prior to replacing Adrienne DeSchutter in summer 2013 

CREXCO Secretary to replace Lidvina Yoon in fall 2013 
Spring Guides Peer Group meeting has been postponed due to  

conflicting prior commitments. 
 

St. Ignatius Feast Day Celebration, July 28, 2012 Our Lady of Perpetual Help  

Parish Hall Rothesay N.B. 

Regional Group Guide Formation Event, October 12-14, 2012 –  

      Marguerite Bourgeoys Centre, Summerside P.E.I. 

Fall Regional Council meeting, October 26-27, 2012 -  

Marguerite Bourgeoys Centre, Summerside P.E.I. 

ROCKIES REGIONROCKIES REGIONROCKIES REGION   

PRAIRIES REGIONPRAIRIES REGIONPRAIRIES REGION   

CENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGIONCENTRAL REGION   

ATLANTIC REGIONATLANTIC REGIONATLANTIC REGION   

UPDATE EDITOR FOR THIS SUMMER EDITION: GERALDINE TINGLEY 


